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The Clemson Architecture Center in Charleston (CAC.C) is part of an 
interconnected, geographically distributed community of teachers and learners 
whose local mission is to bridge academia and practice in a hybridized environment 
— a cross between academic and professional modes of work.

The CAC.C’s particular focus is critical practice: the delivery of architecture that 
offers a significant contribution to its discipline. Combining practical and scholarly 
studies, the CAC.C emphasizes hands-on experience in public design and craft. 
Students in Charleston gain intern experience, are introduced to practice issues, 
work in teams and learn by working on actual issues and projects in the region. 
Charleston comprises a hybrid environment that grafts academic and professional 
practices into its culture and curriculum. 
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Studio V designed, fabricated and installed a shading and seating 
structure at the Corinne Jones Playground in Charleston, S.C. 
The studio collaborated with the local neighborhood association 
and the Charleston Department of Parks and Recreation on the 
park’s master plan and shading structure design. Collaboration 
with local architects and engineers was key in creating a full set 
of construction documents for the shading device. Various city 
approvals were required for the project. The fabrication of the 
shading structure elements was completed off-site at the CAC.C’s 
materials lab and finishing completed on-site at installation.

Studio V designed, fabricated and installed two viewing platforms 
for an art exhibt at the College of Charleston’s Halsey Institute for 
Contemporary Art. This installation was a featured presentation of 
the Spoleto Festival and marked the fifth collaboration between 
the Halsey Institute and CAC.C. The students designed and built a 
large platform in the Halsey’s main gallery to provide visitors with 
multiple vantage points of the large “Return to the Sea: Saltworks” 
exhibit by artist Motoi Yamamoto. The students built an outdoor 
viewing room for the gallery window in front of Calhoun St., which 
provided curious passers-by with a glimpse of the installation 24 
hours per day, and they supplied signage for the exhibition.

Designs are under way for a new 31,000-square-foot 

facility to house the CAC.C graduate program in historic 

preservation and other programs. Completion of the facility 

is scheduled for summer 2015. Designed by Allied Works 

Architects of Portland, Ore., the new building will include 

significant public space to engage the community and 

reinforce the outreach mission of CAC.C programs.
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In the fall of 2009, the CAC.C began work on the design 

of a 17-building development center in rural Ghana near 

a village called Okurase. Two students, including Lindsay 

Waters pictured here, traveled to Ghana to reconnoiter the 

context. What evolved is an extraordinary international effort 

that resulted in design of the complete complex, including 

construction drawings to serve the villagers of Okurase. The 

project is now under construction and will be a major eco-

nomic, social, cultural and jobs center for this impoverished 

village.
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Dulski  DiAntonio  Godfrey  Huddy  Lazowski  Manuall   Meade  Romano  
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Cook  Corrado  Corson  Murphy  Pearce  2000-2009  Furness   Lee   Tye   
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Hudson   Jadwick   Kohl   Reed   Vinson   Wenzel   Allison   Atwood   Bass   
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McCormick   Nolan   Price   Stopka   Threatt   Barber   Bean   Cook   Cook   
Laffey   Linnen   McCormick   Reynolds   Stopka   Brown   Cone   Kronk   
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Brown   Christian   Edens   Lucas   Lutz   McDaniel   Miller   Movey   Ruthven   
Shaukat   Traino   Thompson   Wallace   Wiley   Young   Brown   Boltinhous   
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Kelly   Kuntzi   Leounis   McCrehan   Mikkelsen   Smith   Smith   Newman   
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Pratt   Smith   Trantham   Brown   Chang   Jackson   Jaeger   Pratt   Sedor   
Sloan   Urton   Yaryan   Asire   DeMint   Edens   Freeland   James   Keaffaber   
Kim   Leong   Moore   Shovlin   Tin   Wallace    Walsh   Waters   Allport   
Cook   Dixon   Elam   Harrison   Keaffaber   Lee   Moore   Odom   Shovlin   
MacManus   Waters   Williams   Wilson   Wyatt   Boykin   Chapman   Graham   
Higgins   Kolowich   McNeill   Ranson   Willis   Wright   Bachman   Bendert   
Calloway   Carson   Rodgers   Hill   Jackson   MacManus   Miller   Newman   
Pauling   Rauenzahn   Whitehead   Wilson  2010-PRESENT  Babcock   Brown   
Chang   Chesnut   Childress   Culy   DeFee   Glass   Hutcherson   Jackson   
Jaeger   Jones   Kane   Lewis    Pardue   Robinson   Rodgers   Sedor   Shelton   
Smith   Travis   Yaryan   Bostain   Burton   Cook   Dixon   Graham   He   
Johnson   Laine   Lindenmuth   Martinez   Massengill   McCarthy   McNeill   
Miskelly   Niezer   Ranson   Roak   Sherak   Stanley   Steelman   Bertani   
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Russell    Seigler   Smith   Tan   Thoures   Yang   Zhou   Millar   McNicholl   
Washam   Langhear   Cannady   Cunningham   Moffat   Woodson   Converse    2009

An impressionist painter came to Charleston and discovered 
a community of representational painters. This surprising find 
emboldened her to relocate to Charleston. She is technically a 
“plein air” painter but requires a studio for finish work and the 
occasional still life. In addition to her painting talents, she is a 
master printmaker and teaches art privately.

The purpose of this study was to examine the local urban design 
impacts of global climate change on the historic peninsula city 
of Charleston. The study was conducted in five weeks by a 
vertical studio. The scientific adviser for this project was noted 
climatologist Greg Carbone, Ph.D., of the University of South 
Carolina. This study is an overview of just the urban design 
impacts of climate change limited to the immediate confines of the 
peninsula.

The digital revolution fundamentally changed the role of the 
library as a repository of books to a disseminator of knowledge. 
The Medical University of South Carolina realized this and asked 
the CAC.C to develop a strategy that would allow their library to 
remain the central focus on campus.

The primary problem stemmed from a lack of orientation within 
the building. By carving out a large, central space for circulation, 
the relationship between floors is instantly discernible. Activity, 
movement and the communication between spaces are on 
display. As the campus expands westward, this transparent and 
highly visible space anchors the library as an academic gateway 
for students, faculty and visitors. The negative space from the 
atrium is shifted toward the west, which acknowledges the axial 
connection to nearby campus buildings, securing its connection to 
the campus.


