
Task Leader: David Allison 
Task Team: Eva Behringer, Derrick Simpson, Stephen Verderber
Project PI: Dina Batista        

DoD Military Health System Health Facility 
Design Guidelines 

MHS Principles
(Goal)

WC Domains

Checklist Strategies
(What)

Design Review
Instrument
(How are we doing?)

Case Studies
(How others did it)

POE Tool
(How did we do?)

Ojectives
(Measurable
Outcome)

Design Guidelines
(How)

Design Guidelines: Purpose
Design Guidelines are intended to provide designers and design decision makers 
with specific performance oriented guidance on how to achieve world class and 
evidence-based design strategies.   Design Guidelines can help in establishing a 
common built environment language and mutual understanding of appropriate con-
cepts among all potential constituencies. They can be used to understand, visualize, 
achieve and evaluate facility design-related strategies.

Use of Design Guidelines: 
Project design [design/build] team: Guidelines are first and foremost intended as a 
reference tool by designers and design teams in the design process. They are format-
ted to provide quick and easy reference to strategy appropriate design concepts and 
issue specific case studies on related best practices. Designers need to reference 
from Guidelines to Strategies, Objectives and Case Studies.

TMA project agents, service branch and other 
client/user stakeholders: Guidelines should also be used in 
developing project scope, programs and budgets prior to the 
project design process. Guidelines may impact project program-
ming and budgeting as they may include recommendations 
outside of the norm for traditional military health facility planning, 
design and construction practices.  Planners and decision makers 
will typically start with guiding principles and work or reference 
down through objectives and strategies to guidelines.

External Reviewers: Guidelines may also be used as a reference during the proj-
ect review process for determining whether or not, and how a given project design 
employs known and validated best practices linked to specific strategies and objec-
tives.


