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h$p://dic+onary.reference.com/browse/social+network	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  mul+ple	
  defini+ons	
  out	
  there	
  as	
  to	
  what	
  a	
  Social	
  Network	
  is.	
  	
  I	
  thought	
  that	
  
the	
  three	
  provided	
  by	
  dic+onary.com	
  wrapped	
  it	
  all	
  up.	
  
1)  It’s	
  a	
  network	
  of	
  friends,	
  colleagues	
  and	
  other	
  personal	
  contacts.	
  
2)  It’s	
  an	
  online	
  community	
  of	
  people	
  with	
  a	
  common	
  interest	
  who	
  use	
  a	
  website	
  or	
  

other	
  technologies	
  to	
  communicate	
  with	
  each	
  other	
  and	
  share	
  informa+on,	
  
resources,	
  etc.	
  	
  A	
  Business	
  oriented	
  Social	
  Network.	
  

3)  A	
  website	
  or	
  online	
  service	
  that	
  facilitates	
  this	
  communica+on.	
  

	
  

2	
  



So	
  the	
  first	
  Social	
  Network	
  defini+on	
  is	
  the	
  epitome	
  of	
  Facebook.	
  	
  Even	
  the	
  Facebook	
  
mission	
  states	
  that	
  people	
  use	
  Facebook	
  to	
  stay	
  connected	
  with	
  friends	
  and	
  family.	
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To	
  get	
  started	
  with	
  Facebook,	
  you	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  begin	
  by	
  crea+ng	
  a	
  Profile.	
  	
  The	
  term	
  
profile	
  only	
  applies	
  to	
  a	
  personal	
  Facebook	
  account.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  set	
  this	
  up	
  by	
  going	
  to	
  
www.facebook.com	
  and	
  comple+ng	
  the	
  form	
  on	
  their	
  homepage.	
  
	
  
Once	
  you	
  create	
  a	
  personal	
  profile	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  also	
  create	
  Facebook	
  
Pages	
  and	
  Facebook	
  Groups.	
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Facebook	
  Profiles	
  are	
  composed	
  of	
  several	
  different	
  elements.	
  
	
  
On	
  the	
  far	
  right	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  adver+sements,	
  news	
  and	
  trends	
  that	
  you	
  can	
  follow.	
  
In	
  the	
  middle	
  you	
  will	
  have	
  your	
  News	
  Feed	
  that	
  contains	
  your	
  status	
  updates	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  your	
  friends	
  updates.	
  
Then	
  on	
  the	
  leS	
  are	
  other	
  things	
  you	
  can	
  do	
  with	
  your	
  account:	
  
-­‐  Find	
  Friends	
  
-­‐  Schedule	
  Events	
  
-­‐  Create	
  or	
  Like	
  Pages	
  
-­‐  Play	
  Games	
  or	
  Use	
  Facebook	
  Applica+ons	
  
-­‐  Create	
  or	
  Par+cipate	
  in	
  Facebook	
  Groups	
  

To	
  add	
  addi+onal	
  informa+on	
  about	
  yourself	
  to	
  your	
  profile,	
  you	
  can	
  click	
  on	
  your	
  
profile	
  in	
  the	
  top	
  leS	
  corner	
  to	
  navigate	
  to	
  your	
  +meline.	
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There	
  are	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  op+ons	
  for	
  communica+ng	
  through	
  Facebook.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  thing	
  
you	
  need	
  to	
  do	
  though	
  is	
  Add	
  your	
  Friends.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  find	
  your	
  friends	
  click	
  on	
  the	
  Find	
  Friends	
  link	
  in	
  the	
  top	
  right	
  corner.	
  
Then	
  use	
  the	
  filter	
  on	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  begin	
  searching	
  for	
  your	
  friends	
  based	
  on:	
  
-­‐  Their	
  name	
  
-­‐  Their	
  hometown	
  
-­‐  The	
  current	
  city	
  they	
  live	
  in	
  
-­‐  Their	
  high	
  school	
  
-­‐  The	
  college	
  or	
  university	
  they	
  a$ended	
  
-­‐  Current	
  or	
  past	
  employers	
  

Once	
  your	
  list	
  gets	
  filtered	
  down	
  you	
  can	
  click	
  on	
  Add	
  Friend	
  to	
  add	
  the	
  selected	
  
person	
  to	
  your	
  friends	
  list.	
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Once	
  you	
  have	
  built	
  your	
  network	
  of	
  friends	
  you	
  can	
  communicate	
  with	
  them	
  by	
  
using	
  the	
  live	
  chat,	
  private	
  messages	
  or	
  just	
  by	
  pos+ng	
  a	
  status	
  update	
  on	
  your	
  
Timeline.	
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So	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  Social	
  Network	
  defini+on	
  they	
  summarize	
  it	
  by	
  saying	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  
business	
  oriented	
  social	
  network,	
  which	
  is	
  what	
  LinkedIn	
  is.	
  	
  Even	
  the	
  LinkedIn	
  
mission	
  states	
  that	
  it’s	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  connect	
  the	
  world’s	
  professionals	
  to	
  make	
  them	
  
more	
  produc+ve	
  and	
  successful.	
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To	
  get	
  started	
  with	
  LinkedIn,	
  you	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  begin	
  by	
  crea+ng	
  a	
  Profile.	
  	
  The	
  term	
  
profile	
  only	
  applies	
  to	
  a	
  personal	
  LinkedIn	
  account.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  set	
  this	
  up	
  by	
  going	
  to	
  
www.linkedin.com	
  and	
  clicking	
  the	
  Join	
  Today	
  link.	
  
	
  
You	
  may	
  be	
  wondering	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  a	
  Facebook	
  Profile	
  and	
  a	
  
LinkedIn	
  Profile.	
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Your	
  LinkedIn	
  Profile	
  is	
  in	
  Essence	
  your	
  resume.	
  	
  It	
  contains	
  background	
  informa+on	
  
about	
  you,	
  your	
  educa+on,	
  your	
  jobs	
  current	
  and	
  past,	
  your	
  Skills,	
  your	
  honors	
  and	
  
awards,	
  organiza+ons	
  you	
  are	
  or	
  have	
  been	
  involved	
  with,	
  interests.	
  
	
  
On	
  your	
  profile	
  page	
  on	
  the	
  right	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  page	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  People	
  you	
  may	
  know	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  informa+on	
  you	
  filled	
  out	
  in	
  your	
  profile,	
  Ads	
  for	
  Jobs	
  that	
  may	
  fit	
  with	
  
the	
  type	
  of	
  job	
  skills	
  you	
  completed	
  in	
  your	
  profile,	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  viewed	
  
your	
  profile.	
  
	
  
On	
  the	
  leS	
  side	
  you	
  can	
  build	
  your	
  profile	
  by	
  edi+ng	
  your	
  profile	
  or	
  answering	
  
ques+ons	
  that	
  are	
  asked	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  page.	
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There	
  are	
  a	
  couple	
  of	
  op+ons	
  for	
  communica+ng	
  through	
  LinkedIn.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  thing	
  
you	
  need	
  to	
  do	
  though	
  is	
  Make	
  Connec+ons.	
  
	
  
To	
  find	
  your	
  connec+ons	
  use	
  the	
  search	
  bar	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  screen	
  to	
  search	
  for	
  
people,	
  jobs,	
  companies	
  and	
  more.	
  
Then	
  once	
  you	
  find	
  the	
  person	
  you	
  are	
  looking	
  for	
  select	
  them	
  from	
  the	
  list.	
  
The	
  other	
  op+on	
  is	
  to	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  Similar	
  People	
  or	
  People	
  you	
  May	
  Know	
  sec+on	
  and	
  
select	
  one	
  of	
  them.	
  
If	
  that	
  is	
  the	
  person	
  you	
  are	
  wan+ng	
  to	
  connect	
  with,	
  click	
  Connect.	
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Once	
  you	
  have	
  built	
  your	
  network	
  of	
  friends	
  you	
  can	
  communicate	
  with	
  them	
  by	
  
using	
  the	
  live	
  chat,	
  private	
  messages	
  or	
  just	
  by	
  pos+ng	
  a	
  status	
  update	
  on	
  your	
  
Timeline.	
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If	
  you	
  don’t	
  have	
  a	
  LinkedIn	
  you	
  can	
  click	
  on	
  Join	
  Today	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  right	
  corner	
  then	
  
fill	
  out	
  the	
  simple	
  form	
  on	
  the	
  next	
  page.	
  Then	
  agree	
  to	
  the	
  user	
  statement.	
  You	
  can	
  
also	
  sign	
  up	
  through	
  your	
  Facebook.	
  	
  
	
  
When	
  you	
  first	
  sign	
  in	
  it	
  brings	
  you	
  to	
  the	
  homepage	
  where	
  all	
  status	
  updates	
  are.	
  It	
  
is	
  similar	
  to	
  Facebook,	
  it	
  provides	
  you	
  with	
  updates	
  not	
  only	
  from	
  you	
  but	
  from	
  the	
  
community.	
  Your	
  connec+ons	
  and	
  the	
  connec+ons	
  they	
  make	
  are	
  shown.	
  If	
  I	
  have	
  
recently	
  visited	
  someone’s	
  profile	
  I	
  can	
  see	
  that	
  on	
  the	
  right	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  page.	
  I	
  can	
  
see	
  ads	
  that	
  were	
  made	
  by	
  LinkedIn	
  members.	
  Then	
  the	
  top	
  right	
  has	
  people	
  I	
  may	
  
know	
  that	
  I	
  can	
  connect	
  with.	
  You	
  may	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  connect	
  with	
  everyone	
  you	
  know	
  
like	
  you	
  would	
  on	
  Facebook.	
  LinkedIn	
  is	
  about	
  building	
  your	
  professional	
  network,	
  
which	
  means	
  you	
  may	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  connect	
  with	
  anyone	
  and	
  everyone,	
  you	
  want	
  
people	
  that	
  can	
  give	
  you	
  good	
  references,	
  etc.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  can	
  go	
  to	
  someone’s	
  profile	
  if	
  I	
  want	
  to,	
  I	
  can	
  see	
  his	
  skill	
  sets,	
  I	
  can	
  endorse	
  him	
  if	
  I	
  
want	
  to.	
  I	
  can	
  see	
  his	
  educa+on	
  and	
  the	
  different	
  recommenda+ons	
  people	
  have	
  
made	
  for	
  him.	
  You	
  can	
  see	
  the	
  connec+ons	
  you	
  share	
  or	
  have	
  in	
  common.	
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I	
  can	
  see	
  that	
  I	
  have	
  12	
  messages	
  in	
  my	
  inbox.	
  There	
  are	
  invita+ons	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  
sent	
  to	
  me,	
  personal	
  messages,	
  messages	
  from	
  recruiters,	
  other	
  business	
  people	
  that	
  
I	
  am	
  trying	
  to	
  make	
  connec+ons	
  with.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  can	
  also	
  come	
  to	
  the	
  Jobs	
  tab	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  and	
  see	
  jobs	
  that	
  are	
  available	
  and	
  that	
  I	
  
might	
  be	
  interested	
  in	
  based	
  off	
  of	
  the	
  skillsets	
  I	
  have	
  put	
  down.	
  You	
  can	
  look	
  for	
  
companies	
  that	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  interests	
  as	
  you	
  and	
  people	
  that	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  
background	
  as	
  you.	
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On	
  my	
  profile	
  I	
  have	
  informa+on	
  about	
  what	
  town	
  I	
  live	
  in,	
  who	
  I’m	
  married	
  to,	
  I	
  have	
  
pictures	
  of	
  my	
  friends	
  and	
  family	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  places	
  that	
  I	
  may	
  have	
  been.	
  You	
  can	
  add	
  
significant	
  life	
  events	
  and	
  you	
  can	
  see	
  how	
  long	
  someone	
  has	
  been	
  on	
  Facebook	
  
when	
  on	
  their	
  profile.	
  You	
  will	
  probably	
  want	
  to	
  find	
  friends.	
  You	
  can	
  type	
  their	
  name	
  
into	
  the	
  top	
  search	
  bar	
  and	
  click	
  on	
  them	
  when	
  they	
  pop	
  up.	
  When	
  you	
  go	
  to	
  their	
  
profile	
  you	
  can	
  request	
  to	
  be	
  their	
  friend.	
  You	
  won’t	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  see	
  more	
  informa+on	
  
on	
  their	
  profile	
  un+l	
  they	
  accept	
  you	
  as	
  their	
  friend.	
  To	
  see	
  your	
  friends	
  click	
  on	
  your	
  
name	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  to	
  take	
  you	
  back	
  to	
  your	
  +meline.	
  You	
  can	
  then	
  select	
  friends	
  at	
  the	
  
top	
  of	
  the	
  page	
  and	
  it	
  will	
  display	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  all	
  of	
  your	
  friends.	
  You	
  can	
  group	
  your	
  
friends	
  by	
  how	
  close	
  they	
  are	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  where	
  you	
  know	
  them	
  from	
  by	
  hovering	
  
over	
  the	
  box	
  that	
  says	
  friends	
  next	
  to	
  them	
  and	
  selec+ng	
  the	
  category	
  you	
  would	
  like.	
  
When	
  you	
  receive	
  a	
  friend	
  request	
  you	
  can	
  come	
  to	
  this	
  friends	
  page	
  and	
  click	
  on	
  
friend	
  requests	
  to	
  see	
  who	
  has	
  requested	
  you.	
  You	
  can	
  chose	
  to	
  add	
  that	
  friend	
  or	
  
ignore	
  them.	
  It	
  also	
  provides	
  you	
  with	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  people	
  you	
  may	
  know	
  based	
  on	
  who	
  
you	
  are	
  friends	
  with.	
  You	
  update	
  your	
  status	
  by	
  typing	
  in	
  the	
  box	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  your	
  
home	
  screen,	
  that	
  says	
  what’s	
  on	
  your	
  mind	
  in	
  it.	
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When	
  you	
  create	
  profiles	
  on	
  these	
  networks	
  you	
  may	
  be	
  sharing	
  informa+on	
  that	
  
you	
  don’t	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  sharing	
  with	
  the	
  whole	
  world.	
  This	
  is	
  why	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  
check	
  your	
  security	
  sefngs.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  worried	
  about	
  security	
  sefngs	
  then	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  
right	
  corner	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  lock	
  you	
  can	
  click	
  on.	
  There	
  are	
  some	
  op+ons	
  to	
  see	
  who	
  can	
  
see	
  your	
  stuff,	
  what	
  they	
  can	
  see,	
  and	
  who	
  can	
  contact	
  you.	
  You	
  may	
  want	
  to	
  go	
  in	
  
there	
  and	
  change	
  some	
  of	
  those	
  sefngs.	
  Depending	
  on	
  their	
  terms	
  and	
  agreements	
  
they	
  may	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  changes	
  to	
  those	
  security	
  permissions	
  without	
  no+fying	
  
you.	
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Some	
  people	
  wonder	
  why	
  you	
  would	
  want	
  to	
  use	
  Twi$er	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
different	
  reasons.	
  I	
  am	
  in	
  an	
  online	
  class	
  that	
  is	
  using	
  a	
  hashtag	
  to	
  share	
  research	
  
ar+cles	
  with	
  each	
  other.	
  This	
  semester	
  we	
  are	
  doing	
  hashtag	
  events	
  with	
  CCIT	
  where	
  
we	
  are	
  adding	
  the	
  key	
  words	
  Cu	
  tech	
  talks	
  to	
  our	
  events	
  as	
  we	
  are	
  teaching	
  them	
  so	
  
people	
  know	
  what	
  is	
  going	
  on.	
  Most	
  of	
  the	
  +me	
  people	
  will	
  provide	
  updates	
  to	
  each	
  
other	
  from	
  here.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  home	
  page	
  I	
  can	
  type	
  in	
  someone	
  to	
  search	
  for.	
  When	
  I	
  click	
  on	
  
them	
  and	
  go	
  to	
  their	
  profile	
  and	
  I	
  can	
  check	
  out	
  their	
  page	
  then	
  decide	
  if	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  
follow	
  them	
  by	
  clicking	
  on	
  follow	
  on	
  the	
  top	
  right.	
  Once	
  I	
  follow	
  them	
  I	
  will	
  see	
  any	
  of	
  
the	
  tweets	
  that	
  they	
  start	
  pos+ng.	
  In	
  the	
  search	
  bar	
  I	
  can	
  also	
  search	
  for	
  a	
  specific	
  
hashtag	
  instead	
  of	
  someone’s	
  name.	
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At	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  your	
  Twi$er	
  page	
  you	
  will	
  no+ce	
  that	
  it	
  has	
  your	
  name	
  and	
  also	
  a	
  name	
  
that	
  starts	
  with	
  @,	
  that	
  is	
  your	
  handle.	
  If	
  you	
  are	
  searching	
  for	
  someone,	
  the	
  first	
  
thing	
  it	
  searches	
  for	
  is	
  handles	
  so	
  if	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  handle,	
  type	
  it	
  in.	
  That	
  handle	
  will	
  
take	
  you	
  directly	
  to	
  their	
  profile.	
  When	
  making	
  a	
  tweet	
  you	
  can	
  tag	
  someone	
  in	
  it	
  by	
  
pufng	
  their	
  handle	
  in	
  and	
  you	
  can	
  use	
  hashtags	
  that	
  will	
  show	
  up	
  along	
  with	
  other	
  
tweets	
  using	
  that	
  hashtag	
  when	
  when	
  you	
  look	
  for	
  that	
  hashtag	
  specifically.	
  You	
  can	
  
also	
  put	
  pictures	
  into	
  your	
  tweets	
  but	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  use	
  pictures	
  from	
  their	
  phones	
  
on	
  Instagram.	
  You	
  can	
  see	
  how	
  many	
  tweets	
  you	
  have	
  had	
  by	
  clicking	
  on	
  tweets	
  
under	
  your	
  name,	
  it	
  will	
  also	
  show	
  you	
  anything	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  men+oned	
  in.	
  
Next	
  to	
  tweets	
  you	
  can	
  click	
  on	
  following	
  to	
  see	
  how	
  many	
  people	
  you	
  are	
  following	
  
and	
  beside	
  that,	
  followers	
  to	
  see	
  how	
  many	
  people	
  are	
  following	
  you.	
  	
  
	
  
On	
  the	
  lower	
  leS	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  words	
  that	
  are	
  trending.	
  I	
  can	
  click	
  on	
  trend	
  and	
  see	
  
all	
  of	
  the	
  words	
  that	
  are	
  trending	
  under	
  that	
  keyword.	
  Each	
  tweet	
  will	
  men+on	
  that	
  
keyword	
  in	
  some	
  way	
  in	
  their	
  tweet.	
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You	
  can	
  connect	
  all	
  of	
  your	
  accounts	
  so	
  that	
  what	
  you	
  post	
  in	
  Twi$er	
  shows	
  up	
  in	
  
Facebook	
  and	
  what	
  you	
  post	
  in	
  LinkedIn	
  shows	
  up	
  in	
  those	
  accounts,	
  etc.	
  To	
  connect	
  
your	
  Twi$er	
  to	
  other	
  accounts,	
  go	
  to	
  sefngs	
  at	
  the	
  gear	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  right	
  of	
  the	
  page.	
  
Then	
  go	
  to	
  profile	
  in	
  the	
  column	
  on	
  the	
  leS	
  and	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  bu$on	
  to	
  click	
  that	
  
says	
  link	
  to	
  Facebook.	
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