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APS 1 Reflection
Long Range Planning


This is the artifact I selected for APS 1 because it is my Long Range Plan for my first grade class at Ravenel Elementary School. When I began writing my Long Range Plan I was overwhelmed and felt as if it was a lot of work. However, after a week in the classroom, I was excited and eager to learn about the school I was placed at and my precious students.  Once I interviewed my 20 first grade students (which later became 19 students) to get to know them better, I felt very comfortable and excited about becoming their student teacher for the semester. After I asked my students questions about their background and home life, I continued to ask them about what their favorite colors were, what sports they liked, and what they like to do outside of school.  I quickly became aware of which students had a tough home life and which students had certain disabilities and learning impairments. I honored the contributions of these diverse learners by being understanding and adapting my lessons to meet the needs of all of my students, no matter what level they were at. I would give extra time and more one-on-one attention to the students who were at a lower level and I always made sure to teach in a way that benefited auditory, visual, and tactile/kinesthetic learners. 

It was great knowing that each grade has grade level meetings and that they use the standards to implement language and developmental goals. They speak with each other on a daily basis and offer new ideas and suggestions to one another. The teachers all create a positive environment for not only their students, but also their peers. Everyone was more than willing to provide me with information and help during the creation of my Long Range Plan. I learned where all the materials were in the classroom, where to go to find lesson ideas, as well as what to do in case of an emergency. It was important that I knew what to do with my students in case of emergency and my teacher did a great job explaining the procedures. As for non-instructional routines, after observing my teacher in the classroom, I quickly picked up what to do and how to handle certain situations. 

Before my student teaching experience, I didn’t realize how many different components there were under goals for Language Arts. I learned that there are reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening, and thinking components all involved with Language Arts. While constructing my Long Range Plan, I discovered what “viewing” meant. The amount of materials and resources available in my cooperating teacher’s was amazing! This hands-on experience has allowed me to see what I should provide my future students with in the classroom. My cooperating teacher helped me immensely while I was putting together the different components of my Long Range Plan. She explained to me what her rules were for the students, as well as the Ravenel Elementary School Rules. I am glad that I became aware of what is expected of the students during my first week there so I could provide the proper discipline and rewards to my students. Once I became familiar with the rules used throughout the school and in the classroom, I planned my Long Range Plans and other lessons to act in accord with the rights and responsibilities of all of my first grade students. They knew what I expected of them and they were aware of the rules and responsibilities they had to follow in the classroom. 

I am thankful that I was able to be in a school that implemented PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention System). I learned about “Tiger Cub Cash” and “Money Cents”. These basically act as incentives/rewards. I would definitely want to apply this program in my classroom because the children were very excited about this system and looked forward to receiving Tiger Cub Cash, which was later used for prizes, pizza with the principal, and school parties. The system, “Money Cents” is a great classroom management technique and this system acts as both a reward and a consequence for the students. It is a card system and all of the students’ cards start out on “Great”. If a student misbehaves, he or she must move his or her card down a space. Communication with parents is vital when you are a teacher/employee at a school. Ravenel Elementary School does a fantastic job of keeping the parents up to date with their child’s progress as well as events that are occurring at the school. Many parents are also more than willing to volunteer on a daily basis because of how great this school is for their children. 
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