APS 3 Reflection

Planning Assessments and Using Data

I selected my pre- and post-assessments to represent APS 3 because they depict how I planned my assessments and how I used the data from the students to alter my lessons to best fit their needs and learning styles. I used my best practices to assess my students by making sure they weren’t nervous or anxious during the pre-assessment because both concepts definitely were foreign to them. I told them it was perfectly okay if they didn’t know and to simply try their best. I had my students put up folders on their desks (so they couldn’t see the individual next to them) while doing the pre-assessment on 3 digit addition because I wanted to see what they knew, not what their partner knew. For my second pre-assessment on what temperature the oven should be set at to bake muffins, we talked about temperature beforehand and how the oven should be hot to cook food items. We also talked about the degree symbol and how we place it at the end of the temperature number. I passed out small slips of paper to each student and had them record their guess for what temperature the oven should be set at. I immediately recorded my results for both pre-assessments into a chart. 

During my post-assessment on 3-digit addition, I reminded my students that they had all seen problems similar to these before. I taught them how to think of the problems as a normal addition problem with 2 digits. We talked about how to draw a box around the first 2 digits and to add those. We recorded the sum to the side of the box and then added the sum to the 3rd digit remaining. I also discussed with my students about where to record their final sums (under the line). I was very impressed and blown away with their results from the post-assessment. Their scores increased greatly and my students were excited that they could solve problems like these. 

My post-assessment on temperature was still a little difficult for my students to grasp. All of them did make better educated guesses about what temperature the oven should be set at to bake muffins; however, it was complicated to explain to them how hot an oven needs to be without giving them the answer. I called on students one by one to give me their guess. After all of my students spoke, I read the directions on the back of one of the muffin mixes aloud. Then we discussed which student had the closest guess to the actual answer. 

My assessments were directly aligned with my instruction and goals throughout my lessons. I thought it was important that my students recognized how to solve 3 digit addition problems as well as learning about real world concepts, such as the temperature of an oven to cook and bake. I constantly collected my students’ pieces of work as more assessments to observe my students’ achievements. I collected sequencing booklets, graphs, writing samples, matching activities, and even coloring activities where the students had to make their muffin cut-outs resemble a blueberry, apple cinnamon, or chocolate-chocolate chip muffin. All of these artifacts were a great way for me to assess how each student was improving and making gains throughout my Unit Plan. I always provided feedback to my students during the activities and lessons. I consistently praised them and told them how smart they were. I was truly impressed by their work and I made sure to also provided feedback at the end of every day on their actual pieces of work, which were later sent home in their folders or put in folders for me to keep. I used the grading scale of “E, S, N, or U” and also made a small comment. 

My records were always accurate because I stayed organized and was very quick at recording results into charts to compare pre-assessments and post-assessments. My students have numbers assigned to them and each time I collected their pieces of work, I would immediately put them in numerical order, which helped me sort and organize everything later on. According to my assessments, my lessons were successful and my students definitely made significant gains while having an enjoyable time learning new concepts. 
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