Short Range Lesson Plan (APS 2, 3)

Title of Lesson: My St. Patrick’s Day Wish- Writing Activity 

Subject: Language Arts
Grade level: First Grade
Teacher: 

Objective(s): (APS 4) 

· Students will recognize that the first letter in their sentences must begin with a capital letter.
· Students will recognize that names must begin with a capital letter. 
· Students will recognize that their sentences must end with a punctuation mark ( . , ! , ?)
· Students will practice sounding out words on their own.
· Students will recognize that they must use finger spaces in-between words. 
· Students will understand what a “wish” means. 
SCSDE Curriculum Standard(s) Addressed: (APS 4, 6)
ELA Standard 1-3: The student understands and uses skills and strategies to read.

-Indicator 1-3.15: Use an understanding of the sounds of the alphabet and knowledge of letter names to spell words independently. 
ELA Standard 1-4: The student writes with a clear focus, coherent organization, sufficient elaboration, effective voice, and appropriate use of conventions.

-Indicator 1-4.1: Generate ideas for writing by using strategies such as creating lists, participating in discussions, and using literary models. 


-Indicator 1-4.5: Use proofreading to edit for conventions. 


-Indicator 1-4.8: Use appropriate spacing between words. 

ELA Standard 1-5: The student writes for a variety of purposes and audiences.


-Indicator 1-5.3: Create reflective writing such as diaries and journals. 

Prerequisites: 
· The students must know or be able to write the alphabet letters.
· The student must know or be able to form words by using alphabet letters. 
Materials/Preparation: (APS 6)

· “My St. Patrick’s Day Wish” writing prompt
· Whiteboard
· Dry-erase markers
· Pencils
· Erasers
· Crayons
· Scissors
Procedures: (APS 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)

· Introduction:

· Have the students sit at their assigned desks and explain that they are going to do a St. Patrick’s Day writing activity.

· Begin by calling on the students and asking what they would wish for if they could wish for anything in the world. Make sure to call on every student. Ask them why they would want to wish for whatever they chose.

· Main Activity:
· Show the students the model of the “My St. Patrick’s Day Wish” prompt (that I made). Call on a student to read the title aloud. Then read what is on the model:
· “I wish that every child in the world had at least 100 books because reading is fun and important. I would like for children to love reading as much as I do and to be able to read every single day!” 
· Explain that “I wish that” is already written out for the students. Model how to write the sentences on the lines provided inside the shamrock. 
· Ask students questions such as, “What type of letter do we use at the beginning of our sentences?” “What do we use at the end of our sentences?” “What do we use in-between our words?” “Should names be capitalized?”
· Explain that the students need to write 2-3 sentences for their wish.
· Pass out the writing prompt to each student. Explain that the first thing they need to do is to write their name on the back of the shamrock. Stress the fact that they need to use their best handwriting.
· Explain that once they are finished writing what they would like to wish for, they can color the outside of the shamrock (making it clear that they do not color over their writing). 
· Walk around the classroom providing assistance to the students during their writing time. 
· Closure:

· While the students are writing, help them correct their spelling and punctuation errors.
· Once a student’s work has been checked and colored, he/she will cut out the shamrock along the lines.
· After all of the students are finish cutting out their shamrocks, they will be asked to share what they wrote down on their shamrock. If time runs out, we will finish going over what the students’ wished for after recess. 
Assessment: (APS 3) 

· Formative Assessment:

· Done during work at the students desks

· Observe how well the students are able to sound out words to build on their own.

· Observe how well the students are able to use punctuation and capitalization throughout their writing. 
· Summative Assessment:

· Collect shamrock-writing prompt from the students.

· Did they use their best handwriting?

· Did they use finger spaces?

· Did the students end their sentences with a punctuation mark?

· Did they fix their writing errors after being given assistance?

· Participation

· Did the students participate during the questioning of what they would like to wish for?

· Did the students stay on task during their writing activity on the shamrock prompt?
Adaptations and Accommodations: (APS 6, 7)

· Students who do not know how to spell words that they wish to write down will be given assistance sounding out the letters.

· Students who have a difficult time cutting with scissors will be provided with assistance from me.
· All directions will be said verbally as well as being modeled on the whiteboard for the visual and auditory learners. 
Follow-up Lessons/Activities: (APS 7) 

· The next day, the students will tell about things they have done or could do to help a neighbor. Then have children suggest ways a neighbor might help them. Record their suggestions on chart paper. Tell the students they are going to create a “wanted” ad for a good neighbor along with an illustration. Pass out one piece of lined paper with open space at the top for a drawing to each student.
Reflection: 

I absolutely loved teaching this lesson. I have enjoyed doing a few St. Patrick’s Day activities with the children because they get very excited about leprechauns. I integrated a poem at the beginning of my lesson called, “Wish Upon a Star”. This was a great way to introduce what a wish was before we started talking about what we would like to wish for on our shamrocks. At first, I was not going to use this poem, but while I was organizing materials, I found it and thought it would be great. The children ended up adding this to their “poems” folder to keep forever. They really enjoy when things rhyme and have repetition.  The actual writing activity went fairly well. It’s always tough getting first graders to remember to use capitalization, punctuation, and finger spelling (no matter how much we talk about it). I’d say that the most difficult part was encouraging the children to sound out words on their own first. Instead, they wanted me to immediately spell the words they were trying to write for them. However, they are definitely making huge improvements when it comes to their writing skills. They have learned to write neater and are getting better at spelling. I am very impressed with some of the wishes they wrote about, such as helping the poor and wishing for more books. They really loved cutting out the shamrocks and coloring them. I am going to turn this activity into a book for the children to look at in the class; this way they will be able to read other students’ wishes as well as observing how other students write. 
