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APS 7 Reflection

Monitoring, Assessing, and Enhancing Learning

I chose the following artifacts for APS 7 because both photographs show how my students are continuously being monitored throughout their activities during the school day. I respected the right and responsibilities of my students at all times. I never put them down and was their constant cheerleader. I had high expectations for them and they exactly what I expected from them. My students were well aware that they needed to try their best at all times. I was always open to ideas, suggestions, and comments because it’s important to me that my students have a voice in the classroom. I valued all of their comments and I would do my best to fulfill their needs by giving them the support they needed in the classroom. I used the whiteboard, the word wall, and modeling techniques to enhance my students’ learning. 

In the first photograph, I was listening to one of my students read aloud. I was also observing if she had mastered the technique of one-to-one correspondence. She has been told multiple times to use her finger to help her follow along while reading. Sometimes, if she does not use her finger, she skips over words without realizing. As time as progressed, she has become more efficient at this task. I modeled how to use my finger while reading, which made this student want to use this strategy more. This ultimately enhanced her learning experience because she strived to be like the teacher. She always pointed out similarities among words and became excited when words rhymed. I was also able to observe how well she could sound out words on her own and whether or not she used the pictures to help her figure out what a sentence says. After she was done reading her book, I asked her questions on what the story was about and what she liked the most to assess and enhance her comprehension skills. 

In the second photograph, my first grade students are writing in their writing journals. Before they began writing, we reviewed that we begin our sentences with a capital letter, we use finger spaces in between words and we end our sentences with a punctuation mark. They were told to write about whatever subject matter they would like. I constantly circled around the classroom and observed each of my students writing in his or her journal to see how their writing skills were developing and progressing. When students needed help spelling certain words, I would sound it out for them slowly and have them decide which letters I was sounding out. Even when a word was misspelled, I would tell them they did a great job sounding out the words on their own and that I could tell where they were coming from. If I observed that a student had started off a sentence without a capital letter, I would point at it and say, “Do we start our sentences with a capital or lowercase letter?” They would realize right then and there what to do and they would explain to me that we always start our sentences with a capital letter. Then I would tell them to look back through their sentences to check to see if they did it anywhere else. I consistently emphasized these big ideas on writing because first graders need to be constantly reminded of the writing skills. I saw in some of my students’ journals that they did not use any kind of punctuation mark at the end of their sentences. Once again, I would point to it and ask what was missing and they would recognize their error immediately.  I always praised each and every student for doing such a great job with their writing because everyone in my class tries their best and uses very neat handwriting. 

The feedback I provided to my students gave them the confidence that they needed in school. I was there to provide them with a sense of security and love. They were always excited to share with me (and the rest of the class) how well they were doing for reading and writing. One way that I would extend or enrich the students’ learning is by helping them form connections. For example, when the students read aloud to me about a certain concept, animal, person, etc. I would ask them questions such as, “What other book have we read that had a similar character?’ or “Where else have you seen these colors/this animal/this season?” I always allowed my students to share their pieces of work or read a page out of their book to the class because they take pride in their work. As a teacher, I have realized how important it is for the students to hear and see their fellow classmates work. 
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