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APS 8

Maintaining an Environment That Promotes Learning

I chose to use the rules for my classroom and the school wide rules to represent APS 8. These rules maintain an environment that promotes learning for the students. The students are aware of these rules on day one and they know what the consequences will be if they are not a respectful, responsible, and ready to learn students at Ravenel Elementary School. None of the rules listed for the classroom and at school are difficult to follow. When the students follow these rules, they are helping their fellow classmates and peers feel respected and welcomed.


My first grade students always felt safe and secure, at ease, loved, and valued in the classroom. Throughout the school day, the students were actively engaged and eager to participate in all of the activities. They would go out of their way to please my cooperating teacher, Mrs. Xxxx and myself. The lessons planned throughout the school year did a great job capturing my students’ interests and attention. They were more than willing to participate and constantly wanted to share with the class their knowledge on what we were teaching. 


My motto to the students was to try their best. I always told them that if they tried their best, they couldn’t be wrong. They were encouraged to figure out things on their own and to be problem solvers in the classroom. When it came to writing activities, I consistently promoted the idea of sounding out words on their own. They knew it was perfectly okay to make a mistake while writing, reading, doing math problems, science experiments, etc. That’s what learning is all about! 


My first grade students are some of the best children I have ever worked with. They respected each other and went out of their way to include everyone whether it was an activity in the classroom or even at recess. No one was ever left out or made fun of. The students in my class absolutely loved working together and knew that if they were doing a group activity that every student needed to be involved and participating. 


The students accepted responsibility for their own learning. They knew that they were getting close to becoming second graders and that they needed to be responsible for doing their homework, having their parents sign forms, recording their reading steps, etc. The school schedule throughout the day is very consistent. Therefore, the children are well aware of what to do when they first enter the classroom in the morning to the time they are dismissed at the end of the school day. If a child was not being a responsible student, they did not argue when it came to consequences. I would discuss with the students why they were receiving a consequence and they would usually understand and even agree. If a student were to move his or her card down on a row for misbehaving, they were always told that they had a chance to move their card back up by acting positively for the rest of the school day. This was a great behavior management technique because the students were never permanently punished if they fixed their behavior and followed the rules (unless it was an unordinary case). 


The last classroom rule says, “Have fun and learn all that you can!” This is my favorite “rule” in the classroom because learning should be fun for the students! If it weren’t exciting to the students, they would have a hard time being actively engaged. I strive to teach my students as much as possible each and every day in inventive and creative ways. I want my students to look back on first grade and think to themselves that first grade was their favorite year because they learned so much and always had a great time!
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