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APS 9 Reflection

Managing the Classroom

I selected the following photographs to represent APS 9 because they are both of students receiving praise and a reward for exemplifying good behavior in the classroom. Everyday I praise my students for behaving positively in the classroom. I try my best to compliment all of my students by the end of the school day. Whether it’s the way they are sitting nicely, writing neatly, participating, or helping others, I notice. I’ll write little notes on their pieces of work telling them what a good job they did or how great their work looks. I frequently hand out small prizes and rewards when my students are behaving exceptionally well in the classroom. I treat all of my students equally and everyone is given the same chance every day to receive praise, a reward, a prize, etc. My students know that I respect them as individuals and they always strive to do their best in class to make me happy! 

In the first photograph, one of my students is moving her card up a row because she was exhibiting good behavior in the classroom. The card system in the “Money-Cents” program does a great job keeping the students on track throughout the school day. The students by no means want to move their card down a row; therefore, they do their best the whole day to either keep their card on “Great” or to move up a row to “Super Duper”. If a student does need to move his or her card down, he or she has a chance to move it back up by staying on task and being a respectful, responsible, and ready to learn student for the remaining part of the school day. 

The second photograph shows one of my students receiving a ticket for outstanding behavior in the classroom. This particular student stayed on task throughout the whole school day and always followed directions. She was told to place this ticket in her wallet and to not lose it. The students really look forward to receiving a ticket because they know later on throughout the week (or even the next day) they will receive some sort of prize. Even if a student already has a ticket, he or she can continue collecting more and more. I do not hand out tickets everyday because I want the students to be surprised when they receive one. On the days that I do hand out tickets, I usually hand out four to five. When I hand a student a ticket, I explain why they are receiving it to the rest of the class. This helps those students who are not exhibiting great behavior focus on staying on task for the rest of the day and exemplifying good behavior in the hopes that they will receive a ticket. 

Both of these behavior techniques, moving cards and handing out tickets, helps me maintain my classroom. These techniques both do a great job rewarding the students. By the end of the year, every student will have received at least one ticket for behaving properly in the classroom. The students are well aware of what is expected in the classroom; therefore, if they unfortunately have to move their card down a row or if they don’t obtain a ticket, they know why and they quickly alter their behavior for the better. 
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