Philosophy of Education

Maria Montessori, a famous female philosopher of education once said, “One test of the correctness of educational procedure is the happiness of the child.” (Lewis, 1997-2009). As a future teacher, I am going to strive each and every day to make sure that my students’ are enjoying the learning process. Going to school should be something that a child looks forward to, especially during the early childhood education process. At this young age, children are impressionable and are easily influenced. Every move the teacher makes during the school day affects how the children will be in the future. I look forward to the day that I become a teacher for young children because I want to make a difference in their lives. Providing adequate education is important, but also providing a safe and loving environment for the children is equally as important. Knowing that I will be responsible for teaching children the basics in life and in academics is a great feeling. My philosophy of education consists of creating an environment that enhances my students learning, a loving and caring environment for the students and caregivers, creating positive relationships, promoting cultural sensitivity and providing a developmentally appropriate curriculum for my students. 


The environment in my classroom will be welcoming and will promote cooperation and respect. My students will feel at home the instant they step foot inside the classroom. The students in my class will treat each other fairly and with respect. I will be a constant advocate for my students; everything I do will be in the best interest for them. My goal is to watch them grow and to have them learn as much as possible while I am their teacher. There will be no toleration of bullying in my classroom and because of this, my students will feel safe and secure. 

I am passionate and eager when it comes to changing the lives of young children. If I am not excited to be in class, neither will the children. An effective teacher must be accepting of differences in the class and patient throughout the learning process. Learning new materials takes time and not everyone learns at the same pace; therefore, a teacher must know how to teach in a way that the whole class can understand. Showing respect towards the students and caregivers and treating them as equals is essential. As a teacher, I will welcome new ideas and suggestions from fellow co-workers and from my students. I never want my students to be hesitant about asking me a question or making a comment. My classroom will promote a sense of respect and unity. 

I wish to have a class full of students who are different from one another. My students will realize that everyone is “different” and it does not matter what color someone’s skin is, how someone looks, or how someone speaks. My classroom will promote acceptance and appreciation of one another. I will do everything I can to have my students all get along and to never leave a student out based solely on appearance. My classroom will have pieces of literature and posters about diversity around the room. This way, materials will be readily available at all times for my students to learn about diversity. Hopefully, I can speak with my students about race and skin color and how it’s vital to treat everyone equally. My students will partake in inclusive activities throughout the school year that will focus on different nationalities and famous African Americans. I will incorporate videos, games, and pieces of literature to teach these subjects. Nothing is more important to me than to have my students feel a sense of belonging, admiration, and equality when they are in my class because sadly, sometimes these children do not feel this way at home.

The activities and lessons conducted in my classroom will be developmentally appropriate for all types of learners. I will constantly be observing to help me alter my activities to benefit the needs my students. Evidently my students are not going to learn and understand concepts the same way. It’s imperative that the way I teach is advantageous for visual, auditory, and tactile/kinesthetic learners. I will provide hands-on and creative activities to actively engage my students as often as possible. However, to me, developmentally appropriate does not mean always providing activities and lessons simply for that grade. I will want to see how well they can think critically and “outside the box”. I will encourage them to become problem solvers and to use what they know to help them solve new concepts and ideas. My lessons will make them think! A teacher is well aware of what his or her students can do and I know I will have high expectations for each of them.  

Early childhood education is when many children encounter their first learning experience, which is why it is vital that their experience is a positive one. Early childhood educators must be ready to shape children into who they will become in the future. Being a positive role model and setting goals for the children will foster an encouraging learning environment. An abundant amount of responsibility is placed upon teachers; therefore, educators must create an environment that enhances the students learning, a loving and caring environment for the students and caregivers, create positive relationships, promote cultural sensitivity and provide a developmentally appropriate curriculum for the students. The following quote encourages me everyday and summarizes how influential teachers are in the world, “A teacher takes a hand, opens a mind, touches a heart, and shapes the future”. 
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