Performance Standard 2: Short-Range Planning of Instruction
Reflection



Every unit a teacher teaches should include objectives that help the students achieve academic goals as well as learning and development goals. Process skills such as critical thinking, evaluation of evidence, and an understanding of the nature of science are integral parts to a well planned unit. Objectives for this unit were student-oriented and aligned with the South Carolina State Standards for Biology. The objectives and goals of the unit also emphasized process skills and provided opportunities for students to grow as individuals and students. Objectives are direct and clear, making it easy for students to understand the expectations and for the teacher to evaluate growth in those objectives. 

Instruction included a variety of methods including direct lecture, inquiry activities, labs, and group work. Technology was also incorporated through the use of Edmodo for practice quizzes that students could use to evaluate their progress as they studied for the final unit assessment. Students enjoyed this technology integration and some used it often to their benefit. 

This unit was difficult to teach but can be a very interesting topic if given enough time to incorporate additional labs and interactives. In the future, more time should be allowed for this unit in the year long plan so that it can be made more engaging by additional labs.

