Performance Standard 5: Using Instructional Strategies to
Reflection

Facilitate Learning



The instructional strategies used in this course were appropriate for the developmental and ability levels. All strategies were aligned with content objective and state standards. A wide variety of methods were used in all classes including direct instruction, labs, inquiry activities and explorations,  videos, animations, group work, individual assignments, research, and games for review. This range of formats and approaches to instruction allowed students to take on multiple roles throughout the course and be exposed to different approaches to learning. Students were kept actively engaged in this manner as the method of instruction was varied frequently. Some strategies addressed more than just content as well; process skills were emphasized as students were required to work in groups, collaborate and think critically. 

The artifact for review is a collection of photographs from the interactive notebook used in the Applied Biology classes. This notebook was itself an instructional strategy and further was a tool for the use of other instructional strategies throughout the semester. Students each kept their own notebook and it was used to house all content and material for the course. An instructor master copy was kept as well to help model the expected behavior and provide a means for students who missed class to catch up. The notebook’s purpose is two-fold – it provides a singular location for all class content and provides a method for ensuring that students receive a variety of interactive instruction. The left hand pages of the notebook were reserved for content information while the right hand pages were used to hold the interactive portions of the content through pictures, diagrams, drawings, charts, and labs. 


Some strategies used were found to be not as effective as others. Several of the strategies, especially those which emphasize process skills such as having students work in groups to develop future mapping wheels that address issues in science, should only be used in longer class periods. If the class is not allowed enough time and the strategy is rushed, the method is not effective and students will not have gained what they should have from the lesson. Many of the strategies, particularly the interactive notebooks, will be particularly useful in future classrooms. Using a variety of methods is an excellent way to keep students on their toes and engaged throughout the class period and throughout the year. 
