Performance Standard 6: Providing Content for Learners
Reflection



Beyond having the skill to convey information in ways students can understand, teachers must be knowledgeable about the content. Without a command of the content, it doesn’t matter how skilled a teacher is at conveyance. Four years of biology and other science courses have provided excellent opportunity for developing command of the content required by the state, proficiency in which is determined and shown by a high score on the Praxis content test: 730 out of 990, an above average score. A solid understanding of content is also displayed by detailed content notes for students that are beyond simply aligned to the standards. The guided notes emphasize nature of science learning and the development of ideas in science through research. The content conveyance is appropriate for the goals and objectives of the unit and the course, preparing students to take the EOC.  To help ensure that content was delivered accurately, outside resources were used such as fellow teachers, internet research, and textbooks/notes from college science courses. 

As the class is composed of honors students, content instruction is enriched by incorporating history as an interdisciplinary perspective as well as other disciplines throughout the rest of the course. The content was synthesized and delivered in a variety of methods as well including inquiry activities, labs, direct instruction notes, and the use of video/animations. Students made connections to real life applications of content through a variety of methods including article readings and research projects. Through these methods, students were able to see the purpose for the skills they are developing. The 5E learning cycle was used frequently to help ensure that the learning was meaningful to the students. 
This area of content delivery always has room for improvement. Additional classes for curriculum instruction through professional development opportunities as well as continuing education in science content will help develop content delivery skills in the future. 

