Performance Standards7: Monitoring, Assessing, and
Reflection

Enhancing Student Learning



Instruction is continuously monitored for student learning through formal and informal methods. Every teacher should know how the students will perform before administering a final assessment and this knowledge is attained through proper monitoring and assessment of learning. A variety of formal and informal monitoring/assessment strategies should be used to vary the feedback received and help ensure that the feedback is accurate and reflective of student comprehension. This has been done through written openers, open notes quizzes, closed notes quizzes, exit slips, informal questioning, and check in slides during lectures. The check in slides during lectures allowed for opportunities to emphasize the big ideas and summarize the content as well as gauge the level of understanding of the students. Small group strategies such as the Think, Pair, Share were used to develop student skills at valuing different points of view and establishing respect for differing opinions. 

Beyond simply collecting data about student comprehension, teachers must use that data effectively to inform instruction. The data must be analyzed to help determine how instruction should be altered to help students achieve. In several instances, opportunities have been made available for students to receive additional instruction before school, during lunch, and after school to allow for re-teaching of content and other assistance based on need indicated through assessments. Students also require feedback from teachers about the assessments performed so they can take responsibility for their own learning and begin to develop self-regulation skills.  An example of encouraging self-regulation is the use of index cards upon which students chose from a list a reason why they did not perform well on the assessment. This informed the instructor of the areas in which students felt they were struggling (vocabulary, big picture, etc) but also gave students a chance to analyze their own study habits and responsibility to learn (the option that “I just didn’t study”). This information was analyzed and then informed the re-teaching of the concept through an animation that gave direct information, visuals, and synthesized the large picture. 


Student learning also should be enriched wherever possible. Enhancement was achieved in the honors classes through the use of an educational technology called Edmodo. Edmodo is an educational interface similar to Facebook but designed for classes of students as an extension of the traditional classroom. This portal was used to enhance learning by providing accessibility to the teacher beyond classroom and school hours. It provided a means to communicate with other students in the classes, not just the same class period but across the entire honors biology group of ninth graders. It was also used for informal assessments through polls to gauge student opinion. Classroom resources such as rubrics and notes were posted and available for download and practice quizzes were created to provide students an opportunity for self-assessment. In this manner, students were exposed to technology to enhance their learning experience. The technological environment was one of respect and responsibility. It was expected that students maintained proper behavior and disposition online, respecting the rights and needs of other students. 

In the future, this are of instruction can be improved by providing more frequent and individualized feedback. Edmodo does provide an effective means to provide feedback on quizzes and if used again, this manner of feedback would be utilized. The quizzes section of Edmodo does allow for open response, true/false, multiple choice and essay so all manner of assessment can be used.

