Performance Standard 8: Maintaining an Environment
Reflection

That Promotes Learning



Environment is more than just the space that a classroom takes up in a building. The classroom environment extends to the culture of the students, the interactions with peers and instructors, the expectations that exist and the behaviors that take place. An environment that promotes learning is one of respect and responsibility; students must respect themselves, each other, and instructors and teachers need to remember to respect students and other teachers. The environment must be interesting and engaging for meaningful learning to take place. Establishing this culture in a classroom not your own for only a few weeks is difficult but not impossible to make positive changes. The physical environment is an established place however teacher presence adds to the physical environment. By having a desk at the front of the room, though off to the side, makes the teacher feel accessible and engaged without being on a power trip by facing students head on. Clutter and distractions are eliminated by an extensive organization system; the use of folders and binders was integral to creating that organized atmosphere. 

A positive affective environment is also necessary to creating an environment conducive to learning. Starting each day with energy and enthusiasm for the content is a contagious thing. When teachers are excited, students pick up on that excitement and are more engaged and ready to learn. The environment in this classroom was engaging and interesting through the energy and variety utilized in instruction. Students engaged in inquiry exploration which allowed for risks to be taken and mistakes to be made. Exploration of the nature of science also allows for risks as students experience the risks that scientists actually take and the acceptability of making mistakes in the learning process. Group work and class discussion helped to facilitate this environment of respect and cooperation through teamwork and group responsibilities. Students were encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning through a variety of methods – individual work turned in despite the group nature of the activity, individual formal and informal assessments and check-ins and the use of openers/closers to assess learning. 

The environment of the class does extend beyond the four walls of the room and the aura of respect and learning should extend as well. The use of Edmodo as an extension of the classroom provided a means to promote learning beyond the hours of the school day. Students were provided a means to communicate with their peers but also with the teachers on an individual level. It was up to each individual student to take responsibility to reach out through Edmodo to their peers or instructors. The Edmodo group was not composed of each class period in a separate environment either. The environment was extended to include all ninth grade students taking honors biology – this created a culture of inclusion beyond the set classroom, setting the stage for students to positively interact with each other and develop cooperative learning skills. Not only did Edmodo provide a means to enhance the learning environment, it engaged students as they were able to utilize advanced technology tools and skills consistent with their teenage culture. 


Possible differences in creating this environment of learning in the future would include an increase in group and team work, especially during lab situation. Utilizing cooperative learning groups where each student holds a particular role in the group would help develop the positive learning environment. The use of Edmodo would be extended and used to create the environment from the first day, acknowledging that the world is moving towards online interactions and helping to establish from the beginning that it is okay for learning and school to also make the movement to an online world.

