Performance Standard 9: Managing the Classroom
Reflection



Classroom management centers on communication and respect. The rules and expectations of the class must be appropriate and consistent as well as clearly communicated. The rules in all classes were posted on the wall, available for all students to see and be reminded of. Classroom rules must be kept simple and concise.  Once rules are in place, they must be kept and enforced fairly and consistently. In all classes, students were expected to know and follow all classroom rules and procedures. Those procedures were always enforced for all students. Communication was integral to maintaining the classroom beyond the simple list of rules. Students were interacted with through a large variety of methods – handouts with information, visually represented information on the board, and orally administered information. Parents were also communicated with in a variety of methods. Parents were able to access student grades on Parent Portal from their home. The PHS Fusion page held information about upcoming assignments and agendas for the week. When necessary, parent contact was made through emails and phone calls. 

The classroom environment that was established was one of respect. Students were expected to respect the ideas and opinions of others and always behave in a respectful manner. Any deviation from this initiated the management plan – verbal warning, lunch detentions, parent contact, and referrals. 


Classroom management is also more than just rules. It includes procedures and routines, both instructional and non-instructional. Instructional routines were organized and went smoothly because of this organization. Students knew their work was to be turned in to their class’s basket, as shown in the artifact. Transitions between activities went smoothly due to instructor preparation both with materials and content. Transitions to the lab were made simpler by having students receive instruction at their desks and making sure that all students were ready before anyone moved. Students understood what was expected of them during transitions and other class times. Non-instructional routines such as fire drills and other emergency drills were practiced and students were comfortable with the expectations of behavior during those times. 


Instructional time is from the time the bell rings to start class until the bell rings to end class. When a class is treated as such, classroom management is made easier. Students are not offered opportunities to get off task. This was accomplished through openers/bell ringers and closers/exit slips. Working bell to bell puts for the expectation to the students that when they are in the classroom, it is time for class work.

The classroom management of this semester was very successful. In the future, a more structured management in the lab setting would be necessary. Students require explicit directions and the expectations that students cleaned the lab and took the lab activities seriously would help to improve management in the lab. 

