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Cairen C. Withington 
Assistant Academic Director for Research, Evaluation, and Public Relations 

National Dropout Prevention Center/Network 

Clemson University, 209 Martin Street, Clemson, SC 29631-1555 

Telephone: 864-656-2599, Fax: 864-656-0136, Email: cairenw@clemson.edu 

 

Education 

 M.A., Economics; B.A., English 

 

Major Areas of Expertise 

Career and Technical Education as a Dropout Prevention Strategy; Data Management and 

Research in the Economics of Education; Data Management and Research in Socioeconomic 

Factors Relating to Educational Attainment; Data Management of Large Demographic and Trend 

Data; Research, Writing, Editorial 

 

Professional Experience 

Assistant Director, 2013 to present. National Dropout Prevention Center/Network, Clemson 

University.  

 Providing key leadership to the organization. 

 Developing, analyzing, and implementing research grants and contracts 

 Leading the organization’s research and evaluative efforts 

 Serving as a point of contact for inquiries and dissemination of information 

 Coordinating the organization’s Research and Practitioners Fellows Program 

 Coordinating the organization’s model program database 

 Coordinating all public relations efforts 

 Providing fiscal management and expertise 

 Providing evaluative and technical assistance 

 Serving as a critical member of the Executive Director’s Leadership Team 

 

Recent research: “A Longitudinal Study of the South Carolina Personal Pathways to Success 

Initiative.”  

 Development of longitudinal database 

 Analysis of longitudinal data, archival/secondary data, and qualitative data 

 Assistance with all aspects of research design and report writing 

 Participation in site visits and data collection. Primary liaison with sample school 

personnel 

 

Research Associate, 2006-2013. National Dropout Prevention Center, Clemson University. 

Current research: “A Longitudinal Study of the South Carolina Personal Pathways to Success 

Initiative.”  

 Development of longitudinal database 

 Analysis of longitudinal data, archival/secondary data, and qualitative data 

 Assistance with all aspects of research design and report writing 

 Participation in site visits and data collection. Primary liaison with sample school 

personnel 
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Graduate Teaching Assistant, 2005. Department of Applied Economics and Statistics, 

Clemson University.   

 Teaching Assistant, Econ 211, microeconomics 

 Full-time graduate student, Ph.D. program in Applied Economics 

 

Adjunct Instructor, 2003-2004 and 1990-1991. Department of Economics, Tri-County 

Technical College, Pendleton, SC. 

 Instructor for introductory economics classes: macroeconomics, microeconomics and 

basic economics 

 

Owner/Sole Proprietor, 1997-2006. Multicom. Consultant primarily to the Charles H. 

Houston Center for the Study of the Black Experience Affecting Higher Education. 

 Grants writing, coordination, and reporting 

 Data analysis 

 Program evaluation and federal reporting for several schools’ 21st CCLC Afterschool 

Programs and Community Learning Centers (Greenville county, SC), development of 

surveys for data collection at field sites, and presentation of workshops for site 

directors 

 Socioeconomic, education pipeline, and higher education research and writing 

 Newsletter production, including interviewing subjects and writing articles 

 Member, editorial board, Challenge, the newsletter of the Houston Center 

 

Public Information Specialist, 1994-1997. The Charles H. Houston Center for the Study of 

the Black Experience Affecting Higher Education, Clemson University.  

 Newsletter production 

 Database maintenance - African Americans in South Carolina’s Institutions of Higher 

Education 

 Research and writing papers with center director. Assistance with grants writing 

 

Data Management/Research Analyst III, 1988-1990. Department of Agricultural 

Economics, Clemson University.   

 Analysis of demographic and socioeconomic trends in South Carolina and the South  

 Analytical research 

 Report writing 

 Assistance in economic impact studies 

 

Data Management/Research Analyst II and Data Management/Research Analyst I, 

1983-1988. College of Engineering, Clemson University.   

 Writing and editing  

 Construction and maintenance of longitudinal datasets for federal and state reporting 

as well as information for professional engineering organizations and PR 
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