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INTRODUCTION 

T. Wilbur "Buddy" Thornhi l l  was a  South Caro l in ian ,  a  Clemson 
graduate ,  a  Captain i n  World War I ,  a  businessman, and pub l i c  serv-  
a n t .  H e  was always i n t e r e s t e d  i n  educa t iona l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and 
i n d u s t r i a l  development f o r  South Carol ina.  These i n t e r e s t s  and h i s  
a c t i v i t i e s  q u a l i f i e d  him f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on Clemson's Board of 
Trus tees .  

These papers  were brought by one of h i s  sons t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
o f f i c e  and were then t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Spec ia l  Col lec t ions ,  August 2 7 ,  
1980. They cover t h e  period 1947-1960 and 1967-1969. 

Reg i s t e r  prepared by Berniece Holt i n  1984. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

T. Wilbur Thornhi l l  was born i n  Summerville, S. C . ,  September 12 ,  
1892, son of J. T. E. and Lula Wilbur Thornhi l l .  M r .  Thornhi l l  began 
working a t  t h e  Charleston O i l  Company be fo re  he en tered  Clemson Col- 
l e g e  i n  1910. He majored i n  e l e c t r i c a l  engineering and rece ived  h i s  
B. S. degree i n  1914. On November 8 ,  1916, he  and Anna Van Noy Smith 
were marr ied.  They had two sons ,  Van Noy and Thomas Edwin. I n  1917 
he  volunteered and en tered  World War I as a p r i v a t e  i n  t h e  Corps of 
Engineering. He saw s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Panama Canal Zone and France be- 
f o r e  being discharged a s  a  Captain i n  1919. He re turned  t o  employment 
wi th  t h e  Charleston O i l  Company where he r o s e  t o  t h e  presidency.  He 
was a l s o  p re s iden t  of Seaboard Gas Company, 1946-53. M r .  Thornhi l l  
was a  t i r e l e s s  promoter of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o i l  conserva t ion  
and served a s  a  member of South Carol ina S o i l  Conservation Committee 
and National  Associat ion of S o i l  Conservation D i s t r i c t s .  I n  Charleston 
he supported P o r t e r  M i l i t a r y  Academy, served a s  a  Publ ic  Serv ice  Com- 
miss ioner ,  w a s  p r e s iden t  of t h e  Chamber of Commerce, a  D i rec to r  of 
F i r s t  Federal  Savings and Loan Associat ion,  w a s  a  member of t h e  Country 
Club, Carol ina Yacht Club, Hibernian Socie ty ,  Grace Episcopal Church, 
t h e  Y .  M. C.  A . ,  Masons, Elks,  Knights of Py th i a s ,  and Rotary. For 
t h e  s t a t e  he served on t h e  Highway Commission and t h e  S t a t e  Hosp i t a l  
Regents. He a l s o  served on t h e  National  Advisory Committee, Of f i ce  of 
P r i c e  Administrat ion during World War 11. 

During 1929-30 M r .  Thornhi l l  was p re s iden t  of Clemson's Alumni 
Associat ion.  I n  1947 he  was chosen by t h e  South Carol ina L e g i s l a t u r e  
t o  f i l l  ou t  t h e  unexpired Clemson Board of Trustees  term of J. P. 
Mozingo 111. He was r ee l ec t ed  f o r  four  year  terms u n t i l  he r e t i r e d  



i n  1960. I n  1966 Clemson awarded him an  h ~ n o r a r y  Doctor of Laws 
Degree. He was a c t i v e  i n  promoting a l l  i n t e r e s t s  of Clemson Col- 
l e g e  dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  T. Wilbur "Buddy" Thornh i l l  d i ed  January 4 ,  
1978. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

These papers  d e a l  mainly wi th  t h e  period Thornhi l l  served on 
~ l e m s o n ' s  Board of Trus tees ,  1947-1960. There a r e  a l s o  two f o l d e r s  
of miscel laneous Clemson papers  f o r  1967-1969. 

M r .  Thornh i l l  w a s  an  a c t i v i s t  Trus tee .  The papers  r e f l e c t  h i s  
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  developing f a c u l t y  and s tuden t  housing on Clemson's 
campus fol lowing World War 11. During h i s  t e n u r e  on t h e  board, a 
number of major i s s u e s  came be fo re  i t .  These included a t h l e t i c s ,  
t h e  H a r t w e l l  Dam cont roversy ,  t h e  Winthrop-Extension Serv ice  ques t ion ,  
t h e  Clemson House-Faculty Housing p r o j e c t ,  major campus cons t ruc t ion ,  
t h e  Cresap, McCormick and Paget Management Consul tants '  reorgani-  
z a t i o n  p l an ,  P re s iden t  Robert F. Poole ' s  dea th  and Robert C. Edward's 
appointment a s  p re s iden t .  

The papers  are arranged chronologica l ly .  Four c o l o r  photographs 
have been removed t o  Mss Negatives and photographs f i l e s .  



Mss 47 Thornhill Papers 

CONTAINER L I S T  

FOLDER BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

1947 
April 
May 1-May 5 
May 6-May 26 
June 2-December 

1948 
January 10-April 23 
May 7-December 

1949 
January-December 

1950 
January-December 
July 19, 1950 

1951 
January-Sep tember . Includes 1 
Oc tober-December 

1952 
January-July 
August-December 

1953 
January-July 
August-December 

1954 
January-March 16 
March 17-June 30 
July-October 
November-December 

1955 
January-March 
Apr il-May 
June-Oc tober 
November-December 

1956 
January-March 
April-May 
June 
July 
August-September 
October-December 

1957 
January-Apr il 
May- July 
August-October 
November-December 

1958 
January-March 
Apr il-October 
November-December 

,948 enclosure (minutes) 



CONTAINER LIST 

FOLDER BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

1959 
January-March 
April-June 
July-December 

1960 
January-December 

1966 
June 14 

1967 
Clemson Univers i ty  General 

1968-1969 
Clemson Univers i ty  General 

SEPARATION LIST 

1. Photographs ( c o l o r ) :  
1966. 2 po la ro ids  of an  o i l  pa in t ing  by A l i c i a  Hart  of Thornhi l l  

Honorary Doctor of Laws degree,  3Y1x4k" 

Robert Cook Edwards present ing  Honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree  t o  T. Wilbur Thornhi l l ,  May 14, 196b, 8"xlO" 

May 14. Honorary degree t o  D r .  Edward T e l l e r ,  Frank McGee, 
Henry Dukes, John Kelley Cauthen, and T. Wilbur Thornhi l l  


