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INTRODUCTION 

The Ronald H. Walker Papers were given to Clemson University in 
August, 1985 and transferred to the library in 1986. Walker succeeded 
George B. Hartzog, Jr. as Director of the National Park Service. This 
collection reflects Walker's visits to regional and field offices and 
individual parks in an effort to learn the system and to get to know his 
staff. 

There are no restrictions on the use of this collection. Berniece Holt 
prepared a register in 1987. 

BIOGRAPHY 

Ronald H. Walker was born July 25, 1937. He was reared and educated 
in the Middle and Near East while his father was employed by the United 
States government and the Ford Foundation. He received his B. A. degree 
from the University of Arizona, Tucson, in 1960. He and his wife, Ann 
Lucille Collins, have three daughters. From 1961 to 1964 Walker served in 
the United States Army and attained Captain's rank. He trained in Armor, 
Airborne and Special Warfare School. Following his military service he 
was employed by Allstate Insurance Company and Hudson Company until he 
became Staff Assistant and later Special Assistant to President Nixon, 
1969-1973. In 1973 he was appointed Director of the National Park 
Service in the Department of Interior. In September 1974, effective 
January 1, 1975, he resigned and became a consultant to the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. In 1975, he served as Associate Director and Tournament 
Director of Lamar Hunt's World Championship Tennis. From 1977-1 979 he 
headed his own consulting company which specialized in all areas of 
management including political campaign, events, public relations, 
advertising, marketing and promotion. In 1979 he joined KornJFerry 
International, an executive search firm, as the managing partner in the 
hospitality/leisure industry. Beginning in 1979 he served as a special 
consultant to presidential personnel. During 1984 he managed the 
Republican National Convention and in 1985 served as Chairman of the 
Committee for the fiftieth American Presidential Inaugural. 



SCOPE AND CONTENT 

The Walker Papers have been put into alphabetical order using the 
original folder titles. Dates have been added to these titles. 
Chronological correspondence files include memoranda as well as 
correspondence. 

Director Walker spent much of his first year traveling and visiting 
regional and field offices and individual parks. He solicited ideas and 
reports from advisory boards and service employees. One special report, 
"The NPS - a Prospectus for the Next Ten Years" by assistants Stanley W. 
Hulett, J. Leonard Norwood, Raymond L. Freeman, Joseph C. Rumberg and 
Ernest A. Connally, in February 1973, helped him set his goals and 
objectives. His concept of the National Park Service was that of a 
"company with the American people the greatest stockholders." During his 
two years as Director, he spoke to Committees on budgets and legislation. 
Correspondence, memoranda, schedules, personnel matters, telephone logs, 
and newsletters are major parts of this collection. Marsha C. Griswold, 
personal secretary, and Doug Blaser, assistant to the Director, handled 
major assignments in the Director's Office. In his second annual report of 
December 31, 1974 Walker summarizes the state of the parks and major 
events of 1974. He resigned September 9, 1974 effective January 1, 1 975. 



Container List 

Folder Title 

Accomplishments and ideas 1 973 
Advisory Board on national parks, historic 

sites, buildings and monuments. 
Resolution of commendation 
October, 1 974 

Alaska 1974 
Annual report December 31 , 1 974. State of 

i k e a h  
Blaser, Doug. Memos 1973 
Briefing book 1973 
Budget 

1973 
1975 
1975 budget hearings 
1976 

Campsite reservation system. Pilot 
program in six national parks 1973 

Carter Barron Amphitheatre 1974 
Carruth, Donald D. 1 961 -1 973, undated 
Centennial medallions 1973 
Christmas gifts to be sent from Walker 

1973 
Confidential 1973. Don Hummel; Doug 

Blaser's organization action plan, 
comments on each player; Briggle- 
McClelland case; JFK Center problems 

Correspondence and memos from Walker 
December 1972 - May 1973 
1973 

June-July 
August-September 
October-Decem ber 

1974 
January-February 
March-April 
May-June 
July-Aug ust 

Correspondence. Personal 1973 



Dickenson, Russ. Meeting on Kennedy Center 
problems 1973 

Director designate briefing January, 1973 
Director's discretionary fund 1973 
Director's meeting 1974 
Ducks Unlimited 1974 
Employee letters 1973 
Energy 1973-1 974. National Park Service 

shortage plans 
Farrar, Glen 1973 
Foreign visitors to national parks 1973 
Frome, Mike 1972-1 973 
George Washington Parkway 1 973. Traffic 

problems 
Gettysburg Tower 1971 -1 973 
Gifts, personal 1973-1 974 
Grand Tetons. Regional director's meeting 

June 5-8, 1973 
Griswold, Marsha 1973 
Hecht, Dr. James 1971-1974 
Heine, Con 1973 
Holmes, Jake. "Treasures of America," a 

National Park Service song, undated 
International activities 
Itineraries 1973 
John F. Kennedy Center problems, 

February 8,1973 memo 
Lanham, Lieutenant William L. 1 972-1 974 
Law enforcement 
MacDonald, Frank 1974 
Microfilm system. Denver Service Center 

1974 
National Capital park police 1973 
National Park Courier, February and August, 

1973 
National park directive, 1972 
National Park Foundation 1973-1 974, 

undated 
National Park Service directorate 

1971 -1 973 
NPS Newsletter 1973-1 974, undated 



National Park Service objectives 1975-1 985 
The National Park Service - a Prospectus for 

jhe Next Ten Years. A special report 
to the director, February 2, 1973 

The National Register for Historic Places 
distribution list 1973 

Nixon, Richard. President's statement 
January 5,1973 

Office file 1973-1 974 
Parklands criteria. Draft and solicited 

comments, July-August, 1974 
Patrick, Kenneth C. Aug ust-September, 

1973 
Pepper, James R. Proposal for Resource- 

Based Environmental Education 1974 
Personnel and positions, titles, grades, 

transfers 1973-1 974 
Personnel management 1973-1 974 
Phone calls July-December, 1973, undated 
Photograph requests 1973-1 974 
Publications 

Correspondence 1973 
List of subscriptions and costs 

Quillen, James, Congressman 1973, undated 
Reorganization 1 973 
Resignation September 9, 1974 effective 

January 1,1975 
Schedule (Walker) 

1973 
1974 

January-March 
April-August 
September-January, 1975 

Sierra - movie "The Ranger" 1974 
Speeches. List of, dates, lengths 

1973-1 974 
Telegrams 1973-1 974, undated 
Training/communication 1973 
Travel 

Away from official duty station 
outside regular hours 1973 



Federal regulations 
Foreign areas and areas outside 

continental United States 
1 973-1 974 

Griswold, Marsha 1973 
Regulations and vouchers 1972-1 974 

"Treasures of America", a National Park 
Service song, undated 

Urban renewal execution 1973 
Washington National Monument Association 

1974 
Watt, James G. 1973 
White House Historical Association. 

Twelth annual report 1973 
"Whitepaper". Prospectus of National Park 

Service for the Next Ten Years 1973 
Wong, Dr. Chung-Ming. Personal 1973 
Woody, Doris 1973 
Year-end report of principal 

accomplishments 1973 
Yosemite guide 1973 

SEPARATION LIST 

1. Photographs and negatives 

Folder Title 

1 Walker and others including Tom C. Clark 


