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INTRODUCTION

William Penn Mott, Jr, a National Park Service career professional
since 1933 and Director of the Service from 1985 to 1989, donated
his personal papers to Clemson University in 1987. The bulk of the
papers contain records for the period when he served as Director,
1985-1989.

This register was prepared by Karen Bates in 1990.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

William Penn Mott, Jr. became the 12th Director of the National
Park Service in 1985. At the time of his selection, Mott was President
of the California State Park Foundation, a non-profit organization he
founded in 1975 to acquire and develop properties on behalf of the
state park system. He is also General Manager of the East Bay
Zoological Society, which oversees the Oakland, California Zoo and
surrounding Knowland Park.

From 1967 to 1975, he was then Governor Ronald Reagan’s
Director of the California State Department of Parks and Recreation,
during which time the state park system doubled in size. Mott
pioneered the hiring of women as professional state park rangers.

Mott began his park career in 1933 as a landscape architect for the
National Park Service in San Francisco. From 1946 to 1962, he was
Superintendent of Parks for the city of Oakland, California, where he
gained a national reputation as an innovative park developer who
reshaped the city with parks to enhance the quality of life for all
citizens.

From 1962 to 1967, Mott was General Manager of the East Bay
Regional Park District in the San Francisco Bay area, where he was
instrumental in acquiring open space for park use in a fast growing
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metropolitan area.

Mott has been a consultant to Australia and Costa Rica on park
development and has served as a member and officer of several
national, regional and local conservation, park and civic organizations.
he is a recipient of the Cornelius Amory Pugsley Silver Medal for
outstanding leadership in scenic and historic preservation and, in
1981, received the Department of the Interior’s Public Service Award.

Born October 19, 1909 in New York City, Mott has a BS degree in
landscape architecture from Michigan State University and a Master’s
in the same field from the University of California at Berkeley.

He and his wife, Ruth, have three children.

Biographical information from Courier, The National Park Service Newsletter and National
Leaders of American Conservation 1985.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The papers contain material for the period of 1985-1989 and
reflect the primary functions of the National Park Director. It includes
correspondence from regional park directors and staff, newspaper
clippings, publications and reports. Correspondence consists of
administrative and personnel matters, congratulatory letters and
telegrams, pamphlets and a few pieces of memorabilia. The letters are
arranged chronologically and within each date they are organized
alphabetically by the last name of the correspondent.

Present in this series is information concerning the Daughters of
the American Revolution who worked with the National Park Service
on numerous projects that included the development of an
interpretative institute relative to the American Revolution for high
school and college teachers at four park sites; one which included
Cowpens National Battlefield. Also included is a letter written to
Nancy Reagan concerning the assassination attempt on President
Ronald Reagan, and a proposed time capsule in the Lincoln Memorial
vicinity for Martin Luther King Jr. in Atlanta, Georgia.

Other material that may be found in this series document Mott’s
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firm commitment to and his active involvement in the ‘Take Pride in
America” campaign, and the various proposals he presented to
regional directors to implement it. There is also Director Mott's 12
point plan of strategy to better protect the natural, cultural and
recreational resources.

Notable correspondents include prominent national and state
officials such as Nancy Reagan, George Hartzog, William A. Nitze,
Donald Hodel, Morris K. Udall, Bill Bradley, Casper Weinberger and
Mrs. Lyndon Baines Johnson.



SEPARATION LIST
Photographs:
1. 3 poloroid color snapshots of Cauliflower Fungus 1985

2. 5 color photographs of sequoia trees burned by Pierce wildfire in
1987.

3. 1 back and white photograph of Hal Hall of the Western States
Trail Division pictured with President Reagan and others.

Pins:

1. 2 tie pins with logo of Timber Bay and Hennepin Parks.



Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.
Container List

Folder Box Title

Correspondence

1 March 13-May 29, 1985
June 4-July 1, 1985
July 5- August 6, 1985
August 8-14, 1985
August 20-29, 1985
September 3-30, 1985
October 1-29, 1985
November 1-8, 1985
November 18-27, 1985

O©CoONOOGb WD -

10 December 3-18, 1985
11 2 December 20-23, 1985
12 December 23-26, 1985
13 January 13-21, 1986
14 January 22-31, 1986
15 February 7-28, 1986
16 March 3-12, 1986

17 March 14-31, 1986
18 April 1-24, 1986

19 3 April 25-May 8, 1986
20 May 9-20, 1986

21 May 21-June 3, 1986
22 June 13-18, 1986

23 June 18-23, 1986

24 June 23-30, 1986

25 July 1-2, 1986

26 July 3-7, 1986

27 4 July 8-22, 1986

28 July 23-25, 1986

29 August 1-7, 1986

30 August 11-13, 1986
31 August 14, 1986

32 August 15, 1986

33 August 19-29, 1986
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Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.

Container List

Folder Box Title

34 September 4-30, 1986
35 October 1-8, 1986

36 October 9-22, 1986
37 October 22, 1986

38 5 October 27-November 4, 1986
39 November 5,1986

40 November 6, 1986

41 November 6-10, 1986
42 November 12-13, 1986
43 November 17, 1986
44 November 18-19, 1986
45 November 20-30, 1986
46 December 2-11, 1986
47 December 12, 1986
48 December 15, 1986
49 December 16-31, 1986
50 January 7-8, 1987

51 January 9, 1987

52 6 January 15-31, 1987
53 February 2-3, 1987

54 February 4-5, 1987

55 February 6, 1987

56 February 9-12, 1987
57 February 13-19, 1987
58 February 20-27, 1987
59 March 2, 1987

60 March 4-16, 1987

61 March 17-20, 1987
62 March 23-24, 1987
63 March 27-31, 1987
64 April 6, 1987

65 April 7-14, 1987

66 7 April 16-24, 1987

67 April 26-28, 1987

68 April 29, 1987



Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.

Container List

Folder Box Title

69 May 4-14, 1987

70 May 18-20, 1987

71 May 21, 1987

72 May 22-26, 1987

73 May 27-29, 1987

74 June 2, 1987

75 June 3-23, 1987

76 June 24-30, 1987

77 8 July 6-8, 1987

78 July 9, 1987

79 July 10-13, 1987

80 July 14-15, 1987

81 July 16-31, 1987

82 September 2-16, 1987
83 September 17, 1987
84 September 20-30, 1987
85 October 1-15, 1987
86 October 19-29, 1987
87 9 November 2, 1987

88 November 4, 1987

89 November 5-16, 1987
90 November 17-19, 1987
91 November 20-30, 1987
92 December 3-9, 1987
93 December 16-17, 1987
94 December 18, 1987
95 December 20-30, 1987
96 10 January 8-13, 1988

97 January 19-26, 1988
98 January 27-29, 1988
99 February 2-8, 1988
100 February 9-12, 1988
101 February 22-29, 1988
102 March 2-7, 1988

103 March 8-16, 1988

104 11 March 17-29, 1988



Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.

Container List

Folder Box Title

105 April 4-12, 1988

106 April 14-29, 1988

107 May 3-12, 1988

108 May 13-26, 1988

109 June 6-10, 1988

110 June 13-14, 1988

111 June 20, 1988

112 June 21-30, 1988

113 12 July 1-14, 1988

114 July 19-20,1988

115 July 22, 1988

116 August 1-2, 1988

117 August 3-9, 1988

118 August 10-17, 1988
119 13 August 19-31, 1988

120 September 1-12, 1988
121 September 13-15, 1988
122 September 16-21, 1988
123 September 22-26, 1988
124 September 27-29, 1988
125 September 27-31, 1988
126 October 5-21, 1988

127 14 November 1-3, 1988
128 November 4-7, 1988
129 November 8-10, 1988
130 November 14, 1988

131 Novemberl5-18, 1988
132 November 20-28, 1988
133 December 1-13, 1988
134 December 14-16, 1988
135 15 December 19-21, 1988
136 December 22-30, 1988
137 January 3-10, 1989

138 January 11-13, 1989
139 January 17-19, 1989



Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.

Container List

Folder Box

140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154

Publications

155

156

157

158

159

160
161

162

16

17

Title

January 23-24, 1989
January 25-31, 1989
February 2-6, 1989
February 7-9, 1989
February 13-16, 1989
February 21-28, 1989
March 1-7, 1989
March 9-10, 1989
March 12-14, 1989
March 15-18, 1989
March 20-31, 1989
April 3-4, 1989

April 5-7, 1989

April 10-13, 1989
April 14-20, 1989

Action Plan For the Caribbean
Environment Programme 1987
America's Parks...Restoring and
Managing Our National Legancy
September 28, 1988
The American Legion
For God and Country 1988
Annual Report-Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center 1987
Bryce Canyon National Park
Interpretive Prospectus 1987
The California Ranger 1987
Carving A Yuxwch'ee Yakw
September 15, 1987
Catoctin Area Mountain Parks Enviro-
Mental Resources, Inc. Financial
Statements December 31, 1987
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Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.

Container List

Folder Box Title
Publications continued

163 17 The Conservation Foundation
Annual Report 1986

164 A Design For Oxon Hill Farm
September 10, 1986

165 Eastern National Park and
Monument Association Annual

Report 1986
166 The Engineering Geology of Ancient
Works, Monuments, and Historical
Sites 1988

167 Environment September 1988

168 Future Focus 1987

169 Gala Celebration of American Cities
1986

170 Improving the State of Recreation
and Sport 1987

171 Investing In Park Futures 1988

172 KOA Directory & Coloring Book 1987

173 Marin Discoveries 1987

174 Move The Light House February 1987

175 National Park Service Research

Opportunities in Big Bend
National Park February 20, 1986

176 Our Chaning Planning 1989

177 Pacific Horticulture 1980

178 Partners In Research November 1985

179 18 The Preservation of the U.S.S. Potomac
undated

180 Ranger 1986, 1989

181 Recreation Trails In Australia 1987

182 Report on Exchange With United States
National Parks Service November,

1987
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Mss 117 William Penn Mott Jr.
Container List

Folder Box

183 18

184

185
186
187

Progress Reports

188
189
190
191

19

192
193
194
195
196
197

198

199

Title

Publications continued

Site Development Plan, Sheep Rock
Unit, Cant Ranch Complex 1987

Steamtown National Historic Site,
Comprehensive Management Plan,

Environmental Assessment 1987

Striking The Balance 1988

Sunset 1984

Towards A Future For NPS Research:
The Discussions 1986

Mid-Atlantic Region

Allegheny

Appomattox Court House

Assategue Island

Booker T. Washington,
Colonial, Delaware

Water Gap

Cultural Resource Management,

Equal Employment Opportunity,
Management and Operations

Fort McHenry-

Fort Necessity, Fredericksburg
and Spotsylania

George Washington Birthplace,
Gettysburg, Hopewell Village.

Independence, New River Gorge

Petersburg, Richmond, Shendoah

Planning and Development,
Public Affairs

Upper Delaware, Valley Forge
Administration
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