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INTRODUCTION 
/ 

This collection was donated by the Textile Hall Corporation in 1987 
through the efforts of Special Collections employee, Bryan McKown. MSS 
121 was formerly accessioned as 87-113. Arrangement and description was 
completed by Pauline Klein in 1991. 

ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY 

The Textile Hall Corporation began as the Southern Textile 
Exposition, Inc. in order to coordinate and host the Southern Textile 
Expositions which begain in 1915 and were held biannually until 1972. In 
1923 a reorganization took place which changed the name and created the 
eleemosynary Textile Hall Corporation. The run of shows was interrupted 
by World Wars I and I1 and a strike in 1934 caused the show to be postponed 
until April, 1935. The Southern Textile Exhibitions records in this 
collection are for the years listed below: 

Southern Textile Exhibition, 1919 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1920 
Textile Products Show, 1921 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1922 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1924 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1926 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1928 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1930 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1935 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1937 
Mechanical Equipment Show, 1938 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1939 

Southern Textile Exhibition, 1946 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1950 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1952 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1954 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1956 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1958 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1960 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1962 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1964 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1968 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1970 
Southern Textile Exhibition, 1972 

The original Textile Hall building was erected in 1917 and expanded 
over the years to include nine annexes in downtown Greenville. In 1964 a 
new Textile Hall was built on property adjacent to the downtown Greenville 
airport, off Pleasantburg Road. This hall was expanded even before the first 
show in it was held and then expanded again two years later. The new 
textile hall has been re-named the Palmetto International Exposition 
Center and continues to provide exhibit space for a variety of activities every 



year. Both halls were used for other purposes than the textile shows, 
including a hospital convention, vaudeville shows, musical performances, - 
home shows, health and science fairs and a Billy Graham Crusade. 

, 

Every fourth and fifth year Greenville is host to the American 
Textile Machinery Exhibition-International. Looms and spinning 
equipment are displayed a t  one ATME-I show, other textile manufacturing 
equipment a t  another companion show the following year. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

Many of the records are arranged as they came from the 
Corporation. Textile Hall employee Betsy Byford sorted records for the 
period 1915 through 1932. Subsequent records were arranged based on the 
pattern Ms. Byford had established. Files on each of the Southern Textile 
Exhibitions are arranged alphabetically within each year. There are 7 boxes 
of Southern Textile Exhibition Records, followed by one box of records of 
other activities held in the hall. These are arranged by activity and year and 
alphabetically within the year. The exhibition records are not 
comprehensive for each year. Some years have very little information, 
while other years are reasonable complete. 

Other activities held in the hall are documented and arranged in date 
order following the textile exhibition records. These include healthlscience 
fairs, home shows, and a religious crusade. In March, 1966 Billy Graham 
brought his crusade program to Greenville. This was held in the new 
Textile Hall Building. Supplemental sections of the Greenville News and 
Decision are in oversize box no. 1. Other articles from the Greenville 
News and Greenville Piedmont from February and March, 1966 were 
discarded. Both papers are available on microfilm in the Cooper Library 
Reserve room. Specific dates for articles about the Graham Crusade are: 
February 11, 27 and 28,1966 and March 3-15,1966. 

Records documenting corporation activities including bond issues, 
taxes, correspondence, payroll, publicity, etc. are in two boxes, one is 
general, and one is correspondence. Much of the correspondence and 
company records were not retained by the Corporation and are not available 
in the collection. The files for Mr. William Sirrine and Miss Bertha Green 
would have been valuable, but these were not extant a t  the time the 
Corporation turned these records over t o  Clemson. Therefore, the business 
records for the Corporation are very sketchy. The tax files for instance 
cover the period 1919-1923, then skip to 1936. After 1936 there are no tax 



records. Annual reports are only available for the period 1940-1950's. The 
Corporation went through a reorganization in the early 1920's which 
resulted in the corporation's non-profit, tax-exempt status. Records of this 
period are incomplete, but do give some idea of the process. The general 
correspondence files are for specific companies, individuals and 
organizations and are also incomplete . The file for the Toledo Pipe 
Threading Machine Company contains interesting perspectives on the 
presidential election of 1944. 

Changes in the textile industry are well documented by the large 
number of photographs in the collection. There are 7 boxes containing 
approximately 1400 black and white photographs of the various Southern 
Textile Exhibitions. The changes in machinery used in various textile 
processes is apparent through the photos. The majority were taken by 
Henry Elrod, of Greenville, Coxe Studio of Greenville, and by various news 
photographers from the Greenville News and Piedmont. These have been 
separated from the paper records and are organized by year and exhibition. 
There are also 2 boxes of photos from the health sciences fairs, home shows 
and the Billy Graham Crusade. The oversize photos box contains two 
scrapbooks of photos which have been left intact. 

\ Oversize materials include floor plans and blueprints of both old and 
- new Textile Halls dating from 1951 to 1968. Supplements to the Greenville 

News which feature the Southern Textile Exhibitions are in oversize box 1. 
Scrapbooks of clippings, advertisements and photos of various exhibitions 
from 1920 to 1970 are in over size boxes 2 ,3 ,  and 4. 



MSS 121- 

BOX 

1 

TEXTILE HALL CORPORATION RECORDS - CONTAINER LIST 

FOLDER TFTLE . 
Announcement/Prospectus, 1919. 

Exhibitor List, 1920. 

Program, 1920 

ProspectusfBlue Cover, 1920. 

Textile Products Show Miscellaneous, 1921. 

Badge/Prospectus/Program, 1922. 

Badge/Announcement/Program, 1924 

Announcement, 1926. 

Bulletins to Exhibitors, 1926. 

Floor Plans, 1926. 

Housing, 1926. 

Invitations, 1926. 

Programs, 1926. 

Advertising, 1928. 

Announcement/Prospectus, 1928. 

Application/Confirmation, 1928. 

Badges, 1928. 

Bulletin for Exhibitors, 1928. 

Contract for Space, 1928. 

Housing Information, 1928. 

Invitation, 1928. 

Miscellaneous, 1928. 

Parking Permit, 1928. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

Poster, 1928. 

Press Releases, 1928. 

Program, 1928. 

Space Information, 1928. 

Advertising, 1930. 

Application/Acknowledgement, 1930. 

Badges, 1930. 

Booth Information, 1930. 

Bulletins to Exhibitors, 1930. 

Floor Plans, 1930. 

Housing Forms, 1930. 

Letters to Mills, 1930. 

Miscellaneous, 1930. 

Newspaper Clippings, 1930. 

Program, 1930. 

Prospectus, 1930. 

South Carolina Textile Mills, 1930. 

Southern Textile Bulletin, 1930. 

Staff Memorandum, 1930. 

The Textile American "Ninth Southern Textile Exposition," Oct. 1930. 

Badges, 1932. 

Application/Prospectus, 1932. 

Advertising, 1932. 

Bulletins to Exhibitor's, 1932. 

Contract/Space Assignment, 1932. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

Housing Forms, 1932. 

Letters to Mills, 1932. - 

Miscellaneous, 1932. 

Program/Outline of program, 1932. 

Southern Textile Bulletin, 1932. 

Staff Memorandum, 1932. 

Application/Space Assignment/Contract, 1935. 

Badges, 1935. 

Bulletins to Exhibitors, 1935. 

Housing Forms, 1935. 

Letters to Mills, 1935. 

Program, 1935. 

Press Release, 1935. 

Miscellaneous, 1935. 

Prospectus, 1935. 

Textile Bulletin, 1935. 

Stickers, 1935. 

Badges, 1937. 

Bulletins to Exhibitors, 1937. 

Contract/Application/Confirmation of Application, 1937. 

Exhibitor List, 1937. 

Housing formdletterhead, 1937. 

Invitations to Mills, 1937. 

Letters to Mills, 1937. 

Miscellaneous, 1937. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

Program, 1937. 

Prospectus,l937. 

Stickers, 1937. 

Mechanical Equipment Show, 1938. 

Badges, 1939. 

ApplicatiodSpace AssignmentIContract, 1939. 

Exhibitor LisWrogram, 1939. 

Floor Plans (Balcony Only), 1939. 

Hotel Letters, 1939. 

Invitations, 1939. 

Letters to Mills, 1939. 

Miscellaneous, 1939. 

Memorandurn/Bulletins to Exhibitors, 1939. 

ProspectudItems of Contract, 1939. 

Textile Bulletin, 1939. 

"Guide to Southern Textile Exposition," Textile World, October 18, 
1930. 

"Ninth Southern Textile Exposition," Textile American, October 1930. 

"All Roads Lead to Greenville," American Wool a n d  Cotten Reporter, 
April 1,1937. 

Advertising, 1946. 

Southern Textile Exposition Postponement, 1946. 

Exhibitor's Applications, Information,l950. 

Exhibitors' List, 1950. 

Housing and Transportation, 1950. 

Exhibitor InformatiodApplications, 1952. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

General Information, 1952. 

Housing Arrangement8,1952. 

Bulletins, Floor Plans, Exhibitors' List, 1954. 

Exhibitors' Application and Information, 1954. 

Housing, Transportation and Tickets, 1954. 

Ads for Southern Textile Exposition, 1954 Textile Industries, 
September 1954. 

Articles on Southern Textile Exposition from Modern Textiles 
Magazine,September 1954. 

"Greenville Show-A Parade of Change," Textile World,. 
November 1954. 

"Greenville Show, 1954- Temperatures and Textile," 
Textile Bulletin, October 1954. 

"How To Do It  Better-Keynote of Southern Textile Show," 
Americas' Textile Reporter, September 16, 1954. 

"See You in Greenville," Textile Industries, October 1954. 

"Southern Textile Show Issue," America's Textile Reporter, 
September 16,1954. 

Exhibitors Contracts, Applications, Tickets, 1956. 

Housing and Transportation, 1956. 

Newsclippings from Southern Textile Exposition, 1956. 

Publicity, Bulletins, Visitor's Guide, 1956. 

"The Establishment of An Institution!" America's Textile 
Reporter, September 20,1956. 

"Everybody's Going to Greenville," Textile Industries, 116 
October 1956. 

"Exhibits a t  U.S. Textile Machinery Show" Canadian Textile 
Journal, October 19,1956. 

"Greenville Show Promises Many New or Improved Machines," 
America's Textile Reporter, May 31,1956. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

"Greenville Show Week," Textile Bulletin, August 1956. 

"Greenville Show Week," Textile Bulletin, September 1956. 

Magazine Ads for Southern Textile Exposition, 1956. 

"Many New Automatic Devices Induce Mills to Modernize," 
America's Textile Reporter, November 1, 1956. 

"19th Southern Textile Exposition," America's Textile Reporter, 
October 4,1956. 

"19th Southern Textile Exposition," Modern Textiles Magazine, 
September, 1956. 

"19th Southern Textile Exposition," Textile Age, September 1956. 

"Record Number of Exhibitors Show New Machines and Auxiliaries," 
America's Textile Reporter, October 11, 1956. 

"Southern Textile Exhibit Expected to Draw Thousands of Mill Men to 
See Latest Machinery," The CottonDigest, September 15,1956, 

"Unsettled Market Conditions Becloud New Machinery Commitments, 
America's Textile Reporter, September 20, 1956. 

"Window Shopping," Canadian Textile Journal, September 21, 1956. 

"World Trade," Manufacturers Record, August 1956. 

Exhibitors' Applications and Information, 1958. 

Housing, Tickets, and Publicity, 1958. 

Southern Textile Exposition Newsclippings, 1958. 

Ads for the Southern Textile Exposition, 1958. 

Articles on Southern Textile Texposition from America's Textile 
Reporter,l958. 

Articles on Southern Textile Exposition from the Textile Bulletin, 
1958. 

"A Challenging New Era for Textiles," Modern Textiles 
Magazine, November 1958. 

"Giant Steps Forward," Modern Textiles Magazine, December 1958. 



MSS 12 1 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

"New Machinery on View," Modern Textiles Magazine, January 
1959. - 

Reports on Southern Textile Exposition, Textile World, 
November 1958. 

"20th Textile Show to be Largest in History," The Green-vi-light, 
August 1958. 

Exhibitors Applications, Information, 1960. 

Housing, Tickets, Admission Information, 1960. 

Guide to the Southern Textile Exposition, 1960. 

Southern Textile Exposition Newsclippings, 1960. 

"Exhibitor's Location Guide," America's Textile Reporter, 
September 22,1960. 

"Greenville's Textile Hall Gets Ready for "Greatest of Great 
Expositions" America's Textile Reporter, August 18, 1960. 

"Guide to the Twenty-First Southern Textile Expositionn Textile 
Bulletin, September 1960. 

"Index to Exhibitors," Textile World, September 1960. 

"Labor Cutting Machinery Excites Biggest Interest a t  
Greenville," Modern Textiles Magazine, December 1960. 

"Modernization Pace Quickens a t  Greenville," Textile World, 
November 1960. 

"New Product Parade," Textile Industries, October 1960. 

"On View a t  the Southern Textile Exposition," and'other brief 
reports on the Southern Textile Exposition, America's Textile 
Reporter, September 22,1960. 

"The Power Behind the Southern Textile Exposition," America's 
Textile Reporter, September 22, 1960. 

"Show Highlights," TextileBulletin, November, 1960. 

"Southern Textile Exposition," Modern Textiles Magazine, 
September 1960. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

"Technical Section," Canadian Textile Journal, SeptemberlG, 1960 

"The 21st Southern Textile Exposition," Monthly Review, 
November 1960 

"21st Southern Textile Expostion, Textile Industries, October 1960. 

"U.S. Makers Score With Big Sales a t  Southern Textile 
Exposition," America's Textile Reporter, November 3, 1960. 

Booth InformationlApplications for Exhibitors, 1962. 

Exhibitor's Lists and Memos, 1962. 

Hotel Information, 1962. 

Press Releases, 1962. 

Registration and Invitation for Participants, 1962. 

"Textile Shows," Ameria's Textile Reporter, November 15, 1962. 

Ads for Southern Textile Exposition, 1964. 

"Big, Busy and Best Ever," Textile World, November 1964. 

"Editorial Comment," America's Textile Reporter, A u y s t  13, 1964. 

"1964 Textile Show is Hailed By Huge Crowds as Best of Series," 
America's Textile Reporter, November 12, 1964. 

"Report from Greenville," Textile Industries, November 1964. 

"Southern Textile Expostion, Quills, November 1964. 

Exhibitor Applications, Invitations, and Requirements, 1964. 

Housing Information, 1964. 

Newsletters/Bulletins to Exhibitors, 1964. 

Newsclippings, 1964. 

Press Releases, 1964. 

Prospectus, Floorplans, 1964. 

Southern Textile News, October 17, 1964. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

Bulletins, News Releases, Memos, 1966. 

Exhibitors' Contracts and ~ ~ ~ l i c a t i o n s ,  1966. 

Housing, 1966. 

Prospectus, Exhibitors Directory and Evaluation, 1966. 

Registration, Invitations and Tickets, 1966. 

"Greenville Show Spotlights Basic Importance of Textile 
Industry," America's Textile Reporter, November 3, 1966. 

Directors' Memos, 1968. 

Exhibitors Information and Applications, 1968. 

Exhibitor's Newsletters and Press Releases, 1968. 

Imprinter Memos, 1968. 

Invitations, Hotel and Transportation, 1968. 

"Review of Prominent Displays a t  Recent Southern 
Textile Show," America's Textile Reporter, November 21, 1968. 

Newsclippings from Southern Textile Exposition, c. 1970. 

Newsclippings from Southern Textile Exposition, 1972. 

COTTON FESTIVALS 

1939. 

1940. 

Hospital Conference, 1941. 

HOME SHOWS 

1952. 

197 1955. 

198 Scrapbook, 1955. 

199 Crusade News, Billy Graham's Crusade, Greenville , March, 1966. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder 

6 (cont.) 

Title 

HEALTWSCIENCES FAIRS 

1968. 
, 

1969. 

1970. 

1971. 

1972. 

1973. 

SCRAPBOOKS-SOUTHERN TEXTILE EXPOSITIONS 

1927. 

October 15-20,1928. 

1930. 

1932. 

1935. 

1937. 

1939. 

1939. 

CORPORATE RECORDS-GENERAL 

8 214 Advertising 1941. 

215 America's Textile Reporter, "Move Show to Greenville," 1957. 

216 Annual MeetingsLReports, 1940's-1950's. 

217 Bonds, S.T.E., 1917. 

218 BondsIProxys, c. 1918-1920. 

219 Building Certificate 1949-1950. . 

220 Capital Stock Subscription, 1916. 

221 Editorial-"Aunt Becky* Pabbs, c. 1932. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

Greenville Woman's Collegel921. 

B.F. Keith-Vaudeville Exchange, 1920-21. 

Music Club, n.d. 

Press Releases, Information on New Textile Hall, c. 1961-1964. 

Proposed Downtown Hotel 1921. 

Proposed Theater in Greenville, 1921. 

Report of THC, 1920-1930. 

Sketch of THC, 1934. 

Speech by Mr. Sirrine, n.d. 

S.T.E. Issuing of Bonds, 1918. 

S.T.E., 1917. 

Taxes 1919-1924. 

Taxes-Miller and Chevalier 1920-1922. 

Taxes 1922-1923. 

Taxes 1936. 

Textile Exhibitors Association, 1923. 

Textile Tournament-1929,1920. 

THC-By-Laws, N.D. 

THC-Hejaz Temple Agreement, 1921. 

THC-Hejaz Temple Agreement, 1922. 

THC-Misc, 1917-1927. 

CORPORATE RECORDS - CORRESPONDENCE 

Abbott Machine Company, 1945-46. 

Aldrich Machine Works, 1941-1946. 
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Box Folder 

9 (cont.) 
245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 

259 

260 

261 

Title 

Auditorium Letters, 1941. 

Burnett, F. M., Correspondence, 1919-21. 

Clark Publishing, 1942-46. 

Exhibitors Advisory Council, 1941. 

Exhibitors Advisory Council, 1942. 

Exhibitors Advisory Council, 1944. 

Exhibitors Advisory Council, 1945. 

Exhibitors Advisory Council, 1946. 

Globe Ticket Company, 1941. 

Holmes/Mackey, YMCA Letters. 

Huntington & Guerry, 1920-1921. 

Hyatt Bearings, 1920-1921. 

McPherson, Jno. A., 1920. 

Miscellaneuous Newspaper Clippings, 1950-1959. 

Textile World, 1942-1946. 

Tidewater Associated Oil, 1946. 

Toledo Pipe Threading Machine Company , 1944. 

OVERSIZE M A N U S C m  BOX 

10 262 Bulletins, Southern Textile Exposition, 1954. 

263 Increase of Capital Stock, 1917-1918. 

264 Floor Plan, Southern Textile Exposition, 1954. 

265 Payroll, Southern Textile Exposition, 1917. 

266 Posters, 1937 Southern Textile Exposition 

267 Textile Hall Corporation, Miscellaneous 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
SOUTHERN TEXTILE EXPOSITIONS 

, 

1928. 

1930. 

1930. 

1930. 

1930. 

1932. 

1932. 

1935. 

1935. 

1935. 

1935. 

1937. 

1937. 

1937. 

1937. 

1939. 

1939. 

1939. 

1941. 

1941. 

1941. 

1941. 

1941. 
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Bax Folder Title 
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Box Folder Title 

8 74 Performers Appearing in Old Textile Hall, 1910-1940's. 

Hospital Conference, 1941 

HOME SHOWS 

1952. 

1955. 

1955. 

1955. 

1956. 

1956. 

Billy Graham Crusade, 1966. 

HEALTH AND SCIENCES FAIRS 

1967. 

1967. 

SOUTHERN TEXTILE EXPOSITIONS 

OVERSIZE IN MAP CASE 

1 Floor Plans, 1951 Southern Textile Exhibition: first floor, second floor, 
balcony, annexes #1, 3, and 5. 

Floor Plans, 1956 Southern Textile Exhibition: first floor, second floor, 
balcony, annexes #1,2,3,4,  and 5. 

Floor Plans, 1958 Southern Textile Exhibition: first floor, second floor, 
balcony, annexes #1,2,3,4, and 5; 1958 Directory to Exhibitors; 
1958 Visitors Guide to Exhibitors. 



MSS 121 Box List 

Box Folder Title 

OVERSIZE, MAP CASE (cont.) 

Exhibition Floor Plan, 1966 Southern Textile Exhibition. 
, 

Floor Plan, 1968 Southern Textile Exhibition: East-West Hall 
Preliminary (verso); East -West Hall Floor Plan. 

Floor Plan, n.d. Southern Textile Exhibition, Textile Hall. 

Greenville News, March 30, 1941; October 1,1950; March 21,1954; 
March 18,1956; October 5,1958; March 20,1959; October 2,1960; 
October 14,1962. 

Greenville Piedmont, March 22, 1954 and October 13, 1964. 

Daily News Record, September 8, 1952; October 7,1952; October 8,1952; 
October 9,1952; September 20,1954; October 7,1954; October 8,1954; 
October 1,1956; October 12,1964; Odober 21,1968; October 25,1968. 

Southern Textile News, October 20,1966; October 21,1966 and 
October 25, 1968. 

Saco-Lowell Replacement Parts News, Vol. 10 #3, October, 1966. 

The State Magazine, August 29, 1954, p. 1415. - 

Billy Graham Crusade, 1966. 
Decision, May 1966. 

Fourth Southern Textile Exposition, 1920, Scrapbook 

Textile Products Show Scrapbook, 1921. 

Scrapbook: A Glimpse of the Southern Textile Exposition, 1915. 

Fourteenth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1941. 

Miscellaneous Clippings, Textile Hall Corporation, 1948-50. 

Sixteenth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, c. 1949-50. 

Seventeenth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1952. 

Clippings of Home Show held in Old Textile Hall, 1952 

Scrapbook of Miscellaneous Events Held in the Old Textile Hall, n.d. 

First Southern Home Show Scrapbook, 1954. 
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Box Folder Title 

Eighteenth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1954. 

Twenty-first Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1960. 

Twenty-second Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1962. 

Twenty-fourth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1966. 

Twenty-fifth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1968. 

Twenty-sixth Southern Textile Exposition Scrapbook, 1970. 


