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Introduction

The Hamrick Mills Records were donated by the Hamrick family and Wayne Tull of the M.
Lowenstein Corporation, accession numbers 87-94 and 87-97. Brought together, the
materials create a picture of the early history of Hamrick Mills, from 1900 to 1955. The
collection was processed by Anne Ward with the assistance of Dorrie Wood. There are no
restrictions on the use of the collection.

Corporate History

The history of Hamrick Mills starts in North Carolina with the family of Cameron Street
Hamrick. The South Carolina branch of the Hamrick family began when Wiley Cicero
Hamrick (son of Cameron Street) moved from Cleveland County North Carolina, to
Gaffney, South Carolina. Wiley Cicero Hamrick (1860-1935) was the youngest of six
sons in a family of farmers. He himself plied many trades from doctor to druggist and
general store owner. Hamrick was also involved in state politics in both North and South
Carolina, and in 1900 became a mill owner for the first time. Since Hamrick became a
partner in the construction of Limestone Mill at Gaffney in 1900, [David Duncan Wallace,
The History of South Carolina, vol. 4, The Biographical Volume (New York: The
American Historical Society, Inc., 1935), 219.] he and his descendants have been deeply
involved in the Southern textile industry. Dr. Hamrick was instrumental in financing and
running four other South Carolina textile mills in Gaffney and Blacksburg: Hamrick Mill
(originally Merrimack Mill), Broadriver Mill (Originally Witaker), Musgrove Mill and Alma
Mill (Originally Cash). [The Family Tree (Gaffney, S.C.: privately printed, 1963), 17.]

Scope and Content

The materials in the collection span from 1900 to 1963. The majority of the collection is the
financial records of the mills, but the collection also includes insurance forms, leasing
agreements, a charter granted by the state of South Carolina for Limestone Mills and
correspondence. The only personal documents of the Hamrick Family are a copy of the
family tree and the autobiography of Wiley C. Hamrick, Life Values in the New South.
Legislative documents (1929-1930) include editorials and articles on night work for women
and children and workers’ compensation, advertisements about labor legislation and
samples of state labor legislation. The correspondence in the collection (1900-1901, 1931)



concerns Limestone Mills and the Limestone Mills Store. Also in the collection are letters to
Dr. Hamrick (1929-1930) in his role as a South Carolina State Senator. The financial
records (1900-1955) include bank statements and the accompanying letters (1900-1504),
cancelled promissory notes (1900-1904), credit slips (1923), mill ledgers (1913-1955) and
tax materials (1936-1937). Legal documents (1900-1940) include insurance forms and
policies (1900-1904), leasing agreements (1902), Incorporation Charter and certificates
from the state of South Carolina (1900-1940), and a Partmership petition. The family
history (1930, 1963) consists of The Family Tree, created from a September 8, 1963
family reunion. The book contains accounts and photographs of Hamrick family members,
including Wiley Cicero Hamrick. The collection is a good documentary source for
researching the financial workings of early twentieth century textile mills. The collection is
not a good source for personal papers of the Hamrick family.



Container List

Box Folder .

1 1 Insurance Policies and Legal Documents 1900-1904
Correspondence 1900-1901, 1929-1931
Workmen’s Compensation Legislation 1930
Newspaper Clippings 1929-1930
Workmen’s Compensation Advertisements 1929-1930
Hamrick Family Tree (printed 1963)
Bank statements, cancelled notes and credit slips 1900-1903, 1923
S.C. Annual Information Return Form 1201; Hamrick Mills, 1933
S.C. Annual Information Return Form 1201; Limestone Mills, 1933
Payroll Tax Returns, 1936
Payroll report, Limestone Echoes, Receipts; Limestone Mills, 1937
Payroll Tax Returns Limestone Mills, 1937

»
w

ok ek k. .
SRR =i N I

Oversize Broadriver Mill
Box# Vol#
Journals
1 1913 - 1934
1935 - 1945
3 1946 - 1955

Cashbooks

1913 - 1915
1915 - 1921
1921 - 1926
1927 - 1933
1933 - 1941
1942 - 1948
10 1949 - 1955
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Cotton Warehouse Record

6 11 1922 - 1955
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Cashbooks

1922 - 1926
1927 - 1930
1931 - 1935
1936 - 1940
1940 - 1944
1945 - 1948
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1952 - 1955

Trial Balance
1937 - 1950
Musgrove Mill
Cashbooks
1920 - 1925

1926 - 1930
1931 - 1937



