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INTRODUCTION 

T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  m a i n l y  o f  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  J o h n  
D.  L a n e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  career  as a n  E n g l i s h  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Clemson 
C o l l e g e  f r o m  1924-1961.  I t  a l s o  d o c u m e n t s  L a n e ' s  ro le  as  f a c u l t y  
a d v i s o r  t o  s t u d e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  as  The T i g e r  a n d  T a p s  a n d  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  h e  h a d  upon h i s  s t u d e n t s .  

The c o l l e c t i o n  was d o n a t e d  t o  Clemson U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1986  b y  
Bessie Me11 P o a t s  Lane ,  t h e  widow o f  J o h n  D. Lane.  T h e r e  are  n o  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  beyond t h o s e  o f  S p e c i a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s .  T h i s  r e g i s t e r  w a s  p r e p a r e d  by  David  Redekop i n  1 9 8 6 .  

BIOGRAPHY 

J o h n  Dewey Lane was  b o r n  i n  D a r l i n g t o n  C o u n t y ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  
o n  March 1 4 ,  1 8 9 8  tp J o s e p h  P r e s t o n  Lane a n d  M i n n i e  E l l a  Carter  
Lane .  H e  a t t e n d e d t N e w b e r r y  C o l l e g e  i n  1916 a f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  
LaMar High  S c h o o l .  I n  1 9 2 0  h e  e a r n e d  h i s  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  i n  
E n g l i s h .  H e  t a u g h t  h i s t o r y  a n d  m a t h e m a t i c s  a t  Newberry f r o m  1920  
t o  1 9 2 3 .  I n  t h e  F a l l  o f  1 9 2 3  Lane a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
V i r g i n i a  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a Master of  A r t s  d e g r e e  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  1 9 2 4 .  

- The f o l l o w i n g  f a l l  h e  t o o k  a p o s i t i o n  a s  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  a t  
Clemson C o l l e g e .  H e  t o o k  a l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e  i n  1928-1929 a n d  
a t t e n d e d  Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  h e  t o o k  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s  i n  
E n g l i s h  a n d  d rama .  

When h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Clemson i n  1 9 2 9 ,  h e  m e t  B e s s i e  Me11 P o a t s  
a n d  t h e y  were m a r r i e d  i n  A u g u s t ,  1932 .  The m a r r i a g e  r e s u l t e d  i n  
f o u r  c h i l d r e n  - Anna C a r t e r  Lane b o r n  i n  1 9 3 5 ,  M i l d r e d  R u t h e r f o r d  
Lane i n  1 9 3 6 ,  J o h n  Dewey L a n e ,  Jr .  i n  1 9 4 4 ,  a n d  G r a y s o n  P o a t s  Lane 
i n  1 9 4 6 .  

A f t e r  Lane r e t u r n e d  t o  Clemson i n  1929 ,  h e  was a p p o i n t e d  
F a c u l t y  A d v i s o r  t o  s t u d e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  as  The T i g e r  a n d  t h e  
s t u d e n t  a n n u a l  T a p s .  I n  1935  Lane a n d  O c t a v i u s  Cohen f o u n d e d  a n  
h o n o r a r y  E n g l i s h  f r a t e r n i t y ,  Gamma Alpha  Mu, i n  o r d e r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
b u d d i n g  wri ters  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  

Lane was p r o m o t e d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  i n  1938 .  D u r i n g  
World War I1 h e  t o o k  o n  t h e  e x t r a  d u t i e s  o f  i n s u r i n g  t h a t  The - 
T i g e r  was p u b l i s h e d  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  Clemson a l u m n i  s e r v i n g  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  Lane became a  f u l l  p r o f e s s o r  i n  1 9 4 2 .  B y  
t h e n  h e  was a well-known b a n q u e t  s p e a k e r ' , w h o  c o u l d  mix humor w i t h  
s e r i o u s  t o p i c s .  I 

I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  Lane p u b l i s h e d  grammer b o o k l e t s  t h a t  were u s e d  
i n  t h i r t y - e i g h t  s t a t e s  a n d  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  as  g u i d e s  f o r  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e .  I n  1956 h e  became t h e  f i r s t  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  newly  o r g a n i z e d  F a c u l t y  S e n a t e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
i t  was a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  h e  b e g a n  t o  s u f f e r  p o o r  h e a l t h .  



I n  1957 he  h a d  a  c a t a r a c t  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  l o s t  t h e  s i g h t  i n  o n e  
e y e .  By 1 9 6 0 ,  h i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  p o o r  e y e s i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  demands  
o f  t e a c h i n g  f o r c e d  Lane t o  g i v e  u p  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as  f a c u l t y  a d v i w r  
t o  s t u d e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a f t e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  A y e a r  l a t e r  Lane 
r e t i r e d  f r o m  t e a c h i n g  a f t e r  n e a r l y  f o r t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  
H e  w a s  awarded  t h e  A l g e r n o n  S y d n e y  S u l l i v a n  A w a r d  i n  1 9 6 1  f o r  
o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  g e n e r o u s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  a n d  s t u d e n t s .  H e  
a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a n  h o n o r a r y  D o c t o r a t e  o f  L a w s  f rom Newberry C o l l e g e  
i n  1 9 6 1 .  A J o h n  Dewey Lane S c h o l a r s h i p  Fund b e g a n  i n  1966  t h r o u g h  
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  J o h n s t o n  C r a p s e ,  a  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  l a w y e r - f r i e n d  o f  
L a n e ' s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h i s  d a y .  

The l a s t  y e a r s  o f  L a n e ' s  l i f e  p r o d u c e d  a  l o t  o f  u n p u b l i s h e d  
w r i t i n g s ,  b u t  a l s o  a l o t  o f  s i c k n e s s .  On J a n u a r y  8 ,  1968  Lane 
d i e d  o f  l u n g  c a n c e r  a t  h i s  home i n  Clemson.  

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

The  J o h n  D. Lane p a p e r s  c o n t a i n  m a t e r i a l  r e c o r d i n g  h i s  career 
as  a n  E n g l i s h  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Clemson  a n d  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  many 
o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  T h e s e  p a p e r s  l a r g e l y  document  
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a i n i n g  o f  wr i te r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s  a t  Clemson 
C o l l e g e  - a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  a d e p a r t m e n t  o r  s c h o o l  o f  
j o u r n a l i s m .  The h i s t o r y  o f  C l e m s o n t s  s u c c e s s  as  a s c h o o l  whose  
g r a d u a t e s  i n c l u d e d  P u l i t i z e r  P r i z e - w i n n i n g  j o u r n a l i s t s  c a n  b e  
t r a c e d  t o  J o h n  Lane .  

The c o l l e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  f o r m e r  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  n o t e d  j o u r n a l i s t s  s u c h  as  H a r r y  Ashmore ,  G e o r g e  C h a p l i n ,  a n d  

A G e o r g e  McMil lan .  T h e r e  is a l s o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  Andrew H o l t ,  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  Henry R a n k i n ,  a 
f o r m e r  c o l l e a g u e  a t  Clemson.  

T h e r e  are  s e v e r a l  f o l d e r s  o f  L a n e ' s  s p e e c h e s  a n d  w r i t i n g s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a  s o n g ,  " T h a t  L i t t l e  Cowboy", t h a t  h e  composed i n  1 9 5 0 .  
A l s o  i n c l u d e d  a re  d i a r i e s a o f  h i s  y e a r s  a t  Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
1928-1929.  The d i a r i e s  a re  d i s j o i n t e d ,  b u t  h i s  e n t i r e  s t a y  is 
c o v e r e d .  The p a p e r s  document  L a n e t s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  
e x t e n s i v e l y .  T h e r e  i s  a l so  mater ia l  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  
w i t h  G a m m a  A l p h a  Mu, C l e m s o n ' s  F a c u l t y  S e n a t e ,  a n d  The T i q e r .  


