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Extent: 3.66 cu. ft.; 13 photographs; 1 audio cassette; 3 oversize items 
Inclusive dates: 1970-1989          Bulk dates: 1984-1986 
Provenance: Office of the President 
Restrictions: Access to certain files is restricted. Restricted are those files dealing with 
students and personnel. The restrictions are provided for in the South Carolina Freedom 
of Information Act, S. C. Code Ann. §30-4-40 (a) (2) and §30-4-40 (a) (4). 
Processing: Dennis S. Taylor, University Archivist, November 1992 
 
Biographical note: 
 Walter Thompson Cox was born 19 September 1918 in Belton, South Carolina to 
Walter T. and Grace Campbell Cox. He entered Clemson College in 1935 and graduated 
in 1939 with a degree in general science. In 1940 Cox was hired as assistant coach and 
business manager of athletics. 
 After serving in the United States Army during 1942 and 1943, Cox returned to 
Clemson. In 1950 he assumed dual responsibilities as Director of Public Relations and 
Alumni Affairs as well as assistant to President Robert F. Poole. Five years later, after the 
institutional study done by Cresap, McCormick, and Paget, Cox was named Dean of 
Student Affairs (later Vice-President for Student Affairs). Cox served in this post until 
1985. 
 On 1 July 1985, after the resignation of President Bill Atchley, the Board of Trustees 
elected Cox to the presidency of Clemson University. In the 249 days of his presidency, 
Cox handled the aftermath of the conflict involving the president and athletic director, as 
well as other personnel matters. Cox concluded his term of office in March 1986. That 
same year, Cox was appointed by President Max Lennon as Acting Vice-President of 
Institutional Advancement. He served in this position until March 1987. Cox officially 
retired from the University on 30 April 1987. 
 
Description: 
 This series contains the records of the office of Walter T. Cox, President of Clemson 
University, July 1985-March 1986. The series contains correspondence, minutes, reports, 
and speeches. Many of the files continue those begun by Cox’s predecessors Bill Atchley 
and Robert C. Edwards. For this reason, the records span the time period 1970-1989. 
 Topics within the series include the administration and reorganization of athletics and 
the participation of Clemson University in the Atlantic Coast Conference; the files 
contain letters from alumni and fans for or against participation. 
 Several files deal with the Strom Thurmond Institute. Included are various proposals 
for construction of the building and for development of programs. 
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  Frequent correspondents include executive assistant to the president, Edward Byars; 
legal counsel, Ben Anderson; and Provost, David Maxwell. Deans of several Colleges are 
represented as well. 
 For a complete listing of topics within the series, please see the “Container List” that 
follows this description. 
 
Subject headings: 
 
 Clemson University--Administration 
 Clemson University--Athletics--Basketball 
 Clemson University--Athletics--Football 
 Clemson University--Buildings 
 Clemson University--Faculty and Staff 
 Clemson University--Office of the President 
 Cox, Walter T., 1918- 
 Strom Thurmond Institute 
 
 
Added entries: 
 
 Atchley, Bill Lee, 1932- 
 Edwards, Robert C., 1914 
 
Separation List 
 
The following items have been separated for purposes of preservation: 
I. Photographs 
 Board of Visitors, 1983 
 Clemson Rangers with Cox, 1988 
 Cox family, n.d. 
 Cox retirement, 1987 (2) 
 Drug Science Foundation Awards, 1984 (6) 
 Lennon inaugural, 1986 
 Byron Vaigneur, 1984  (SEE: Football in CU photographs)  
 Betts and Elsie Wilson, 1987 
 
II. Audio Recording 
 Cassette tape recording of Jim Cushman and Edward Byars regarding the 
construction of the Strom Thurmond Institute, 1983     Found in Folder 125 
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III. Oversize 
 Continuing Education Center, plat of land, 1982 
 Performing Arts Center, building proposal, [1982] 
 Strom Thurmond Institute Center Implementation Sequence, 1982 
 
 
Folder Inventory 
 
 1 A--General correspondence,  1984-1985 
 2 Admissions, 1985 
  Agricultural Sciences 
 3, 4  1984, 1985 
 5  Foundation Seed, 1982-1983 
 6  Pee Dee Station, 1984 
 7 Alcohol Fuels, 1980 
 8, 9 Alumni, 1983-1985 
 10 Alumni Reunions, 1979-1986 
  Athletics 
* 11-13  General, 1982-1985 
 14  Policies and Procedures Manual, 1981 
 15  Ticket Sales, 1984-1985 
  Atlantic Coast Conference 
 16  1984 
 17  Appeal, 1984 
 18  Atchley letters, 1982 
  Audit Report 
 19   1980-1984 
 20, 21   1985 
 22 B--General correspondence, 1984-1985 
  Basketball 
 23  1976-1984 
* 24  Coach Foster, 1983 
 25 Biomaterials, 1984 
 26-29 Board of Visitors, 1982-1985 
 30 Budget Proposals, 1984, 1986 
 31 Budget Requests, 1985-1987 
 32 Byars, Ed, 1983-1984 
 33 C--General correspondence, 1984 
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 34 Campus Improvements, 1986-1987 
 35 Clemson University Foundation Minutes, 1986 
 36 Clemson University Industrial Research Authority, 1983-1984 
 37, 38 College of Architecture, 1983-1985 
 39, 40 College of Education, 1985 
 41 College of Engineering, 1985 
* 42-44 College of Liberal Arts, 1983-1985 
* 45 College of Nursing, 1985 
 46 Computers, 1985 
 47 Concessions, 1983-1984 
  Continuing Education Center 
 48, 49  1974-1984 
 50  Market Study, 1981 
 51, 52 Cooperative Extension Service, 1984, 1986 
 53 Correspondence, 1985 
 54 Daniel Construction Company, 1981-1984 
 55 Drug Science Foundation, 1984 
 56 Drug Testing Program for Athletes, 1985 
 57 Duke Power, 1982-1983 
 58 E--General correspondence, 1983-1984 
 59 Education, 1984-1985 
 60 Facilities Development, 1980-1984, 1986 
 61 Facilities Report, 1984 
 62 Faculty and Staff, 1983-1984 
 63 Faculty/Staff Meeting Minutes, 1981-1985 
* 64-66 Financial Aid, 1983-1985 
 67 Football, 1985 
 68 Football--Maryland Game, 1985 
 69, 70 Forestry Department, 1977-1985 
 71 Fraternities, 1982-1984 
 72 G--General correspondence, 1983-1984 
 73 Graduate School, 1980-1984 
 74 Higher Education, 1983-1984 
 75 Honors and Awards, 1981-1984 
 76 Human Resources, 1985 
 77 IPTAY, 1984-1985 
 78 Jefferson Award, 1981-1984 
 79 Jordan, Homer, 1982 
 80 Library, 1970-1984 
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 81 M--General correspondence, 1983-1984 
 82 N--General correspondence, 1982-1984 
 83 National Association of State Universities and Land Grant  
  Colleges, 1985-1986 
  National Collegiate Athletic Association 
 84  1975, 1980 
 85-87  1982-1985 
 88, 89  Convention, 1984-1985 
 90 Parking and Vehicle Registration, 1985, 1986 
 91 Performing Arts Center, 1972-1983 

 92 Personal and Biographical [Cox], 1955, 1986-1989 
* 93 Personnel, 1985 
 94, 95 Professional Development, 1983-1985 
 96 Projects Proposals, 1985 
 97 Public Relations, 1985 
* 98 Riddle, James E., 1983-1986 
 99 Savannah River Ecology Laboratory, 1983-1984 
 100-102 SEA Grant Program, 1983-1984 
 103 Security, Business/Finance, 1983-1984 
 104 Security, 1985 
 105 Seed Certification, 1983 
 106 Speeches and Remarks, 1985-1986 
  Strom Thurmond Institute 
 107  1981 Proposals 
 108, 109  1983 Development Proposal 
 110  1981-1984 Planning Resources, Inc. 
 111, 112  1983 
 113  1983 Heery Presentation 
 114  1983 Laventhol and Horwath 
 115  1983 Proposal 
 116  1984 
 117  1984 Schematic Design 
 118 Student Affairs, 1985 
 119 Student Senate, 1978-1984 
 120 Trustees, 1985 
 121 Undergraduate Studies, 1981-1984 
 122 University Relations, 1985 
 123 Vice-President for Administration, 1985 
* 124 Warner Grievance, 1983 
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 125 Audio cassette tape--Byars and Cushman, 1983 
 
* Access to material in this folder is restricted. 

 


