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Summary Information

Repository: Clemson University Libraries Special Collections

Creator: Walker, Ronald H. (Ronald Hugh)

Title: Ronald H. Walker Papers

ID: Mss.0084

Date [inclusive]: 1973-2002

Physical Description: 2.1 Cubic Feet , 6 gray boxes, 1 photo folder

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Ronald H. Walker served the Nixon Administration as Director of
the White House Office of Presidential Advance and later as the 8th
Director of the National Park Service. After his NPS career, he was
a senior partner with Korn/Ferry international and later served as
Chairman of the Board of the Nixon Foundation.

Preferred Citation

When citing materials from manuscript collections and the University Archives, use the
following format: Identification of the item, folder and box number, title of the collection, Special
Collections, Clemson University Libraries, Clemson, South Carolina.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Ronald H. Walker was born July 25, 1937. He was reared and educated in the Middle and Near East
while his father was employed by the United States government and the Ford Foundation. He received
his B. A. degree from the University of Arizona, Tucson, in 1960. He and his wife, Ann Lucille Collins,
have three daughters. From 1961 to 1964 Walker served in the United States Army and attained Captain's
rank. He trained in Armor, Airborne and Special Warfare School. Following his military service he
was employed by Allstate Insurance Company and Hudson Company until he became Staff Assistant
and later Special Assistant to President Nixon, 1969-1973. In 1973 he was appointed Director of the
National Park Service in the Department of Interior. In September 1974, effective January 1, 1975, he
resigned and became a consultant to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In 1975, he served as Associate
Director and Tournament Director of Lamar Hunt's World Championship Tennis. From 1977-1979 he
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headed his own consulting company which specialized in all areas of management including political
campaign, events, public relations, advertising, marketing and promotion. In 1979 he joined Korn/
Ferry International, an executive search firm, as the managing partner in the hospitality/leisure industry.
Beginning in 1979 he served as a special consultant to presidential personnel. During 1984 he managed
the Republican National Convention and in 1985 served as Chairman of the Committee for the fiftieth
American Presidential Inaugural.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents

This collection contains correspondence, memoranda, schedules, personnel matters, telephone logs, and
newsletters which reflect Walker's visits to regional and field offices as well as individual parks after
succeeding George B. Hartzog, Jr. as Director of the National Park Service in 1973.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The Ronald H. Walker Papers are arranged alphabetically according to folder title.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Clemson University Libraries Special Collections

Box 343001
Clemson 29634
URL: http://url.unspecified

Restrictions on Use

There are no restrictions on the use of this collection.
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Provenance

Ronald H. Walker: Accession # 86-101 and 90-29.

Processing Information

Berniece Holt prepared the register in 1987.

The conversion of this finding aid to Encoded Archival Description format was made possible with a
grant from the South Carolina State Historical Records Advisory Board in 2009-2010. The finding aid
was prepared for encoding by Jen Bingham.

Additional processing and edits to the finding aid were made by Carl Redd in 2016.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Gettysburg National Military Park (Pa.)
• Public lands.
• Land use.
• Parks -- Interpretive programs.
• Historic sites -- Conservation and restoration.
• Conservation of natural resources.
• Austin, Tim.
• Blaser, Douglass.
• Carruth, Donald.
• Griswold, Marsha C.
• United States. National Park Service
• United States. Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments
• American Eagle Foundation
• Walker, Ronald H. (Ronald Hugh)

Collection Inventory

National Park Service

Scope and Contents

This series contains correspondence, memoranda, schedules, personnel matters, telephone logs, and newsletters
which document much of Walker's first year as Director, 1973-1974. During this time, he solicited ideas and reports
from advisory boards and service employees. One special report, "The NPS-a Prospectus for the Next Ten Years"
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by assistants Stanley W. Hulett, J. Leonard Norwood, Raymond L. Freeman, Joseph C. Rumberg and Ernest A.
Connally, in February 1973, helped him set his goals and objectives. His concept of the National Park Service was
that of a "company with the American people the greatest stockholders." During his two years as Director, he spoke
to Committees on budgets and legislation. Marsha C. Griswold, personal secretary, and Doug Blaser, assistant to
the Director, handled major assignments in the Director's Office. In his second annual report of December 31, 1974
Walker summarizes the state of the parks and major events of 1974. The materials have been arranged by folder
title.

Title/Description Instances

Accomplishments and ideas, 1973 box 1 folder 1

Advisory Board on national parks, historic sites, buildings and
monuments. Resolution of commendation, October, 1974

box 1 folder 2

Alaska, 1974 box 1 folder 3

Annual report. State of the Parks, December 31, 1974 box 1 folder 4

Blaser, Doug. Memos, 1973 box 1 folder 5

Briefing book, 1973 box 1 folder 6

Budget, 1973-1976 box 1 folder 7-10

Campsite reservation system. Pilot program in six national parks,
1973

box 1 folder 11

Carter Barron Amphitheater, 1974 box 1 folder 12

Carruth, Donald D., 1961-1973, undated box 1 folder 13

Centennial medallions, 1973 box 1 folder 14

Christmas gifts to be sent from Walker, 1973 box 1 folder 15

Confidential. Don Hummel; Doug Blaser's organization action
plan, comments on each player; Briggle-McClelland case; JFK
Center problems, 1973

box 1 folder 16

Correspondence and memos from Walker, 1972-1973 box 1-2 folder 17-20

Correspondence and memos from Walker, 1974 box 2 folder 21-24

Correspondence. Personal, 1973 box 2 folder 25

Dickenson, Russ. Meeting on Kennedy Center problems, 1973 box 2 folder 26

Director designate briefing, January, 1973 box 2 folder 27

Director's discretionary fund, 1973 box 2 folder 28

Director's meeting, 1974 box 2 folder 29

Ducks Unlimited, 1974 box 2 folder 30

Employee letters, 1973 box 2 folder 31

Energy. National Park Serviceshortage plans, 1973-1974 box 2 folder 32

Farrar, Glen, 1973 box 3 folder 33

Foreign visitors to national parks, 1973
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box 3 folder 34

Frome, Mike, 1972-1973 box 3 folder 35

George Washington Parkway. Traffic problems, 1973 box 3 folder 36

Gettysburg Tower, 1971-1973 box 3 folder 37

Gifts, personal, 1973-1974 box 3 folder 38

Grand Tetons. Regional director's meeting, June 5-8, 1973 box 3 folder 39

Griswold, Marsha, 1973 box 3 folder 40

Hecht, Dr. James, 1971-1974 box 3 folder 41

Heine, Con, 1973 box 3 folder 42

Holmes, Jake. "Treasures of America," a National Park Service
song, undated

box 3 folder 43

International activities box 3 folder 44

Itineraries, 1973 box 3 folder 45

John F. Kennedy Center problems, memo, February 8, 1973 box 3 folder 46

Lanham, Lieutenant William L., 1972-1974 box 3 folder 47

Law enforcement box 3 folder 48

MacDonald, Frank, 1974 box 3 folder 49

Microfilm system. Denver Service Center, 1974 box 3 folder 50

National Capital park police, 1973 box 3 folder 51

National Park Courier, February,1973 and August,1973 box 3 folder 52

National park directive, 1972 box 3 folder 53

National Park Foundation, 1973-1974, undated box 3 folder 54

National Park Service directorate, 1971-1973 box 3 folder 55

NPS Newsletter, 1973-1974, undated box 3 folder 56

National Park Service objectives, 1975-1985 box 3 folder 57

The National Park Service-a Prospectus forthe Next Ten Years. A
special report to the director, February 2, 1973

box 3 folder 58

The National Register for Historic Places distribution list, 1973 box 3 folder 59

Nixon, Richard. President's statement, January 5, 1973 box 3 folder 60

Office file, 1973-1974 box 3 folder 61

Parklands criteria. Draft and solicited comments, July-August,
1974

box 4 folder 62

Patrick, Kenneth C., August-September, 1973 box 4 folder 63
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Pepper, James R. Proposal for Resource-Based Environmental
Education, 1974

box 4 folder 64

Personnel and positions, titles, grades, transfers, 1973-1974 box 4 folder 65

Personnel management, 1973-1974 box 4 folder 66

Phone calls, July-December, 1973, undated box 4 folder 67

Photograph requests, 1973-1974 box 4 folder 68

Publications

Correspondence, 1973 box 4 folder 69

List of subscriptions and costs box 4 folder 70

Quillen, James, Congressman, 1973, undated box 4 folder 71

Reorganization, 1973 box 4 folder 72

Resignation, September 9, 1974 effective January 1, 1975 box 4 folder 73

Schedule (Walker), 1973-1975 box 4 folder 74-77

Sierra-movie "The Ranger", 1974 box 5 folder 78

Speeches. List of, dates, lengths, 1973-1974 box 5 folder 79

Telegrams, 1973-1974, undated box 5 folder 80

Training/communication, 1973 box 5 folder 81

Travel

Away from official duty station outside regular hours, 1973 box 5 folder 82

Federal regulations box 5 folder 83

Foreign areas and areas outside continental United States,
1973-1974

box 5 folder 84

Griswold, Marsha, 1973 box 5 folder 85

Regulations and vouchers, 1972-1974 box 5 folder 86

"Treasures of America", a National Park Service song, undated box 5 folder 87

Urban renewal execution, 1973 box 5 folder 88

Washington National Monument Association, 1974 box 5 folder 89

Watt, James G., 1973 box 5 folder 90

White House Historical Association. Twelfth annual report, 1973 box 5 folder 91

"Whitepaper". Prospectus of National ParkService for the Next
Ten Years, 1973

box 5 folder 92

Wong, Dr. Chung-Ming. Personal, 1973 box 5 folder 93

Woody, Doris, 1973 box 5 folder 94
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Year-end report of principal accomplishments, 1973 box 5 folder 95

Yosemite guide, 1973 box 5 folder 96

Photographs and negatives

Ron Walker, Anne Walker, and others including Tom C. Clark,
George Hartzog, and Rogers Morton , 1973-1974

folder 1

^ Return to Table of Contents

Post National Park Service

Scope and Contents

This series contains correspondence, board minutes, annual reports, memos, and newsletters which document
Ronald H. Walker's activities after his time as Director of the NPS, 1975-2002. The materials have been arranged by
folder title.

The bulk of the correspondence is related to the U.S. Department of Interior, as Walker was carbon copied on issues
such as: record park visitation, Washington, DC office realignment, budget cuts, Founders Day 1976, and general
public affairs / employee issues. In addition, some material (1975) reflects the interest in a proposed collaboration
between the NPS and Saudi Arabia.

There are annual reports, correspondence, board minutes, and newsletters related to the National Park Foundation,
of which Walker was a member (Alumni Council), 1990-2002. Items related to the National Park Service Advisory
Board include charters, agendas, memos, and resolutions, 1991-1992.

Also included is a proposal that Walker produced in 1977 detailing background, business plan, implementation, and
finacial data for a magazine entitled "Wonders of Man...of Nature." Walker conceived of the idea while Director of
the National Park Service.

Title/Description Instances

Correspondence, 1975-1976 box 6 folder 1

Correspondence, 1977-2002 box 6 folder 2

National Park Foundation, 1990-2002 box 6 folder 3

National Park Service Advisory Board, 1991-1992 box 6 folder 4

"Wonders of Man...of Nature" -- The magazine of our national
parks and landmarks (proposal), 1977

box 6 folder 5

^ Return to Table of Contents
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