
Series 1: Pre-Senatorial Series, 1879-1972; bulk 1929-1930 
3 cubic feet consisting of 79 folders, 3 photographs, and 2 oversize items. 
 
The Pre-Senatorial Series consists of advertisements, biographical sketches, campaign 
materials, certificates, clippings, correspondence, legal documents, lists, postcards, 
photographs,  publications, receipts, reports, a few subject files, and telegrams. 
 
Materials in this series cover the period 1879-1930, from Byrnes’ parent’s marriage 
through his election to the United States Senate.  The bulk of the material dates from 
1929-1930, much of it documenting his 1930 U.S. Senate campaign. 
 
The series is arranged alphabetically by folder title, and correspondence files within the 
series are arranged alphabetically by surname. Photographs and oversize items have been 
removed to photograph and oversize storage. See the Photographs Series for photographs 
removed from this series.   
 
There is very little information regarding the offices he held early in his career and his 
service in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1910-1925.  According to Byrnes, the 
majority of the papers from this period were destroyed. There is a small amount of 
campaign material relating to the races for solicitor in 1908, U.S. Representative in 1910, 
and for the U.S. Senate in 1924, as well as 1920 letters to W. W. Ball (editor of The 
State) relating to women’s suffrage and race and military pay. Of particular interest is a 
file on forged letters sent during 1910 campaign—letters supposedly sent by Byrnes 
criticizing his opponents. This file contains what appear to be detective reports. 
 
The correspondence relating to the 1930 Senatorial campaign consists of requests for 
support and replies to same, congratulatory letters, correspondence reporting on political 
conditions in the county where the writer resides or in the state, invitations to speak, and 
requests for lists of people in various areas, professions, or organizations. There is also 
some correspondence concerning campaign finances and the purchase of political 
advertisements.  
 
In addition to the 1930 campaign material there are biographical information files created 
at various times during his career by Byrnes and others. There is correspondence relating 
to Byrnes’ legal and financial affairs, including legal advice to various individuals, those 
relating to cases he is involved in, testimonial letters, and taxes and investments. Also 
included is correspondence from some of Byrnes’s ex-colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Family correspondence is also found in this series, as is a genealogy of 
Byrnes-McSweeney-Miner-Fuller families. Letters from his sister Lenore Fuller and 
cousin Frank Hogan (who was an attorney), as well as material concerning the case of 
Fuller v. Fuller (including detective reports) can also be found here.  
 
Of particular interest is a folder regarding marriage records from the Catholic Diocese of 
Charleston revealing Byrnes’ exact date of birth.  Byrnes used his older sister’s date of 
birth as his own in 1900 in order to secure his position as the court reporter of the Second 
Judicial District in Aiken.  He was only eighteen and did not meet the age requirement of 



twenty-one.  It was only after his death that Byrnes’ actual age was uncovered. These 
diocesan records were donated by Sam Crews. 
 
Correspondents include Lenore Fuller, Byrnes’ sister; Butler B. Hare, U.S. 
Representative for the Second District of South Carolina; E. D. Smith, U.S. Senator for 
South Carolina; Benjamin R. Tillman, also U.S. Senator for South Carolina; Woodrow 
Wilson; and Charles Cecil Wyche, a partner in Byrnes’ law firm. The correspondence on 
politics and congressional business related to Benjamin Tillman was copied from Mss 80, 
the Benjamin Ryan Tillman papers in Special Collections.  
 
 
SEPARATION LIST 
   
In Removed Oversize Box 1: 
   
Commission as Solicitor of the Second Judicial Circuit by the State of South Carolina, 
January 4, 1909 

 “To The People of South Carolina” (advertisement) by schoolmates at St. Patrick’s 
Roman Catholic School, copied from the Charleston Evening Post, September 5, 1924, 
[18, 1210 (1)] (photocopy) 
 
 
This series is indexed under the following terms in the University Libraries' online 
catalog.  Researchers desiring materials about related topics, persons or places should 
search the catalog using these headings.  
 
Subjects: 
African Americans—Civil rights 
Burns family 
Byrnes, James F. (James Francis), 1882-1972 
Fuller family 
Fuller, Leonore B. (Leonore Byrnes), 1879-1947 
Hogan, Frank J., 1877-1944 
McSweeney family 
Military pay 
Miner family 
South Carolina—Politics and government—1865-1950 
United States. Congress. House—Elections, 1910 
United States. Congress. Senate—Elections, 1930 
Women—Suffrage—United States 
 
 
Form/Genre: 
Advertisements 
Photographs 



Correspondents: 
Fuller, Leonore B. (Leonore Byrnes), 1879-1947 
Hare, Butler B. 
Hogan, Frank J., 1877-1944 
Smith, Ellison DuRant, 1866-1944 
Tillman, Benjamin R. (Benjamin Ryan), 1847-1918 
Wilson, Woodrow, 1856-1924 
Wyche, Charles Cecil, 1885- 
 
  



SERIES 1: PRE-SENATORIAL SERIES 
 
 
 

 1

Box Folder  Title 
1 1  Biographical Information, 1882-1972 [49 (7)] 

2  Biographical Information, 1882-1972 [USC Material] 
3  Campaign, 1908-1924 [1210 (1)] 
  Correspondence 

 4   A, 1930 
5   Ba-Bi, 1920-1930 
6   Bl-Bo, 1920-1931 
7   Br, 1929 
8   Bu-By, 1914-1930 
9   C-Cap, 1927-1930 
10   Car-Cav, 1929-1930 
11   Ce-Cor, 1929-1930 

 
Box  Folder 
2 1   Cos-Cz, 1929-1930 
 2   D, 1927-1930 

3   E, 1920-1930 
4   F, 1917-1930 [647 (3)] 
5   Ga-Gl, 1918-1930 
6   Go, 1920-1930 
7   Gra-Gre, 1929-1930 
8   Gri-Gy, 1927-1930 
9   Hag-Harl, 1927-1930 
10   Harm-Haz, 1929-1930 

 
Box  Folder 
3 1   He, 1928-1931 

2   Hi-Ho, 1929-1930 
3   Hu, 1929-1930 
4   I, 1929-1930 

 5   J, 1918-1930 
6   K, 1923-1930 
7   Lab-Law, 1929-1931 
8   Le, 1916-1931 
9   Li, 1929-1930 
10   Ll-Ly, 1925-1930 
11   Mac-Mana, 1925-1931 
12   Mang-May, 1925-1930 
13   McA-McE, 1923-1930 

 
Box  Folder 
4 1   McF-McL, 1925-1931 

2   McM-McP, 1925-1930 
3   McS-McW, 1925-1930 
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4   Me, 1925-1930 
 5   Mi, 1925-1931 

6   Mo-Mood, 1925-1930 
7   Moor-Mot, 1925-1931 
8   Mu-My, 1925-1930 
9   N, 1929-1931 
10   O, 1929-1931 
11   Pa, 1929-1931 

 
Box  Folder 
5 1   Pe-Pi, 1929-1930 

2   Pl-Pu, 1929-1930 
3   Q, 1930 
4   Ra-Re, 1923-1930 
5   Rh-Ri, 1929-1930 
6   Ro-Ry, 1929-1930 
7   Sa, 1929-1930 

 8   Sc-Sh, 1918-1930 
9   Si-Sm, 1929-1930 
10   So-Sp, 1928-1931 
11   Sta-Sti, 1929-1931 
12   Sto-Sy, 1929-1930 
13   Ta-Te, 1929-1930 
14   Th-Ty, 1929-1931 

 
Box  Folder 
6 1   U-V, 1929-1930 

2   Wa, 1920-1930 
3   We-Wh, 1920-1930 
4   Wi, 1929-1930 
5   Wo-Wz, 1929-1931 
6   Y, 1929-1930 
7  Democratic Club Roll, 1930 

 8  Family Correspondence, 1912-1919 [1500 (1)] 
9  Federal American National Bank, 1928-1931 
10  Forged Letters, 1910 
11  Hogan, Frank, 1929-1931 
  Mail Carriers, 1930 
12   A-D 
 

Box  Folder 
7 1   E-L 

2   M-Z 
3 Marriage Records, Catholic Diocese of Charleston [donated by 

Sam Crews], 1878 
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4  McKee’s New Standard Shorthand, 1902 
5  The Minute Man, April-July 1923 
6  News Clippings, 1914 
7 Tillman, Ben, 1911-1924 [1210 (3); copied from Tillman papers] 
8  Wilson, Woodrow, November 1916-August 1918, [18] 


