
Series 5: State Department Series, 1938-1972; bulk 1945-1947 
9 cubic feet consisting of 287 folders, 11 photographs, and 2 oversize items. 
 
The State Department Series contains agendas, biographical sketches, book drafts, clippings, 
correspondence, correspondence indexes, cross-reference sheets, etchings, guidelines, journals, 
lectures, lists, maps, a medical report, memoranda, notes, photographs, press releases, proposals, 
reports, a subpoena, speeches, summaries, telegrams, and transcripts.  
 
Materials in this series relate to Byrnes’ tenure as U.S. Secretary of State and date from 1938-
1972, with the bulk of the material dating from 1945-1947.  He was appointed Secretary of State 
by President Harry Truman on July 3, 1945 and shortly thereafter accompanied Truman to the 
Potsdam Conference, where the decision was made to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. Byrnes 
was present at all of the meetings of the Council of Foreign Ministers and played a vital role in 
post-war negotiations and settlements.  The difference in opinions he had with Truman regarding 
American-Soviet policy grew, and Byrnes resigned his position with the State Department on 
January 21, 1947. Byrnes was named Time Magazine’s Man of the Year for 1946. 
 
The contents of the series are arranged alphabetically by folder title, and correspondence files are 
arranged alphabetically by surname. Photographs and oversize items have been removed to 
photograph and oversize storage. See the Photographs Series for photographs removed from this 
series. 
 
The series includes agendas, proceedings, and minutes of the Council of Foreign Ministers’ 
(CFM) meetings in London, Moscow, New York, and Paris, as well as the Paris Peace 
Conference and the Potsdam Conference. The minutes are closer to transcripts and appear to be 
the drafts for the versions published in Foreign Relations of the United States, although some of 
the London CFM minutes are slightly different from the published versions. Of particular interest 
are excerpts from Walter Brown’s diaries relating to the Potsdam Conference; the diaries 
themselves can be found in Mss 243, the Walter J. Brown Papers. 
    
The bulk of the correspondence consists of congratulations on Byrnes’ appointment as Secretary 
of State, reactions to his resignation, and items regarding post-war negotiations. There is a copy 
of Edwin Pauley’s journal of his trip to Korea above the 38th parallel while U.S. Representative 
to the Allied Reparations Committee; material relating to proposals for the international 
regulation of nuclear energy and weapons; copies of telegrams between Churchill, Roosevelt, 
Stalin and Truman; and material relating to the reconstruction of Germany, including the 
Morgenthau Plan to “pastoralize” the country and reactions, both in Germany and elsewhere, to 
Byrnes’ Stuttgart speech which laid out a more liberal policy towards Germany’s reconstruction 
by the United States. Briefing materials accompanying the correspondence can also be found 
here. 
 
There is also material relating to U.S. politics, including copies of teletypes documenting a 
foreign policy dispute with Henry Wallace in which President Truman intervened. Security 
issues are also addressed; there is Byrnes’ response to a subpoena from Harold Velde, Chairman 
of the House Un-American Activities Committee, in the matter of Henry Dexter White, a 



director of the International Monetary Fund who was accused of being a Soviet spy and a folder 
on another accused spy, former State Department employee Alger Hiss 
 
Correspondents represented in this series include Admiral William Leahy, Chief of Staff to the 
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy; Averell Harriman, U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet 
Union; Assistant U.S. Secretary of State Donald Russell; businessman Bernard Baruch; H. 
Freeman Matthews, Director of the Office of European Affairs, U.S. State Department; John 
Carter Vincent, Director of the Office of Far Eastern Affairs, U.S. State Department; Foreign 
Ministers Ernest Bevin and V. M. Molotov; Premier Joseph Stalin; U.S. Presidents Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman; Prime Ministers Clement Atlee and Winston Churchill; U.S. 
Senator Arthur Vandenberg; Walter Brown, Special Assistant to the Secretary of State; and Will 
Clayton, Undersecretary of State for Economic Affairs. There are also some letters to and from 
Maude Byrnes and Cassie Connor. 
 
Related materials can be found in Mss 243, the Walter J. Brown Papers. 
 
 
SEPARATION LIST 
 
In Removed Oversize Box 2: 
   
Map of Venezia Giulia region of Italy showing territory ceded to Yugoslavia and Trieste 
International Zone, 1946, [579 (1), 593] 

 “Man of the Year,” Time, January 6, 1947 
 
In Map Case: 

“Africa” (map) by Cartographic Section, National Geographic Society (Washington, D.C.), Scale 
1:11,721,600, 1943 
 
 
This series is indexed under the following terms in the University Libraries' online catalog.  
Researchers desiring materials about related topics, persons or places should search the catalog 
using these headings.  
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Box Folder  Title 
1 1  Aiken Property, 1938-1946, [folders 494(1-2)] 

2  Appointments, 1945-1947, [folder 575(1) and 547(1-2)]  
3 Appointments--Correspondence, 1945-1953, [folders 547(2-4) and 

549] 
4  Atlantic Unity, 1954, [folder 577] 
5  Atomic Energy, 1944-1965, [folder 596(1-2)] 
6  Atomic Energy--Articles, 1947-1960, [folder 601(4)] 
7 Atomic Energy--Material for Discussions with the USSR, 1945, 

[folder 601(1)] 
8 Atomic Energy--Material for Discussions with the USSR, 1945, 

[folder 601(2)] 
9 Atomic Energy--Material for Discussions with the USSR, 1945, 

[folder 601(3)] 
10  Baruch, Bernard, 1945, [folder 632] 
11  Bern Incident, 1945, [folder 609] 
12  Biographical Sketches, 1945-1947, [folder 493] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
2 1  Brown, Walter, excerpts from the Book, 1945 and 1954, [folders  

54(1) and 602] 
2  Byrnes, Maude B., 1945-1947, [folders 495(1-2)] 
3  Chelf, Frank, 1953, [folders 577 and 631] 
4  China, 1945 and 1958, [folders 569(1-2)] 
5  China Mission, 1945-1954, [folder 616] 
6  Churchill, Winston, 1946, [folder 633] 
7  Claridge’s Hotel, 1946, [folder 1299] 
8  Confidential Material, 1945-1946, [folders 627 and 628] 

Congratulatory Letters, July 1945 
9   A-B, [folder 486(1-2) and 508] 
10   C, [folder 486(3)] 
11   D, [folder 487(1) and 508] 
12   E-F, [folder 487(2)] 
13   H, [folder 487(3)] 
14   I-K, [folder 488(1)] 
15   L, [folder 488(2) and from 508] 
16   M, [folder 488(3)] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
3 1   N-P, [folder 490(1) and 508] 

2   R-S, [folder 490(2-3)] 
3   T-Z, [folder 491(1-2)] 
4  Connor, Cassie, 1945-1946, [folder 510(1-2)] 
5  Coordinating Committee Documents, 1945, [folder 583] 
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6  Coordinating Committee Minutes, 1945, [folder 584] 
7  Coordinating Committee Report, 1945, [folder 585] 
8  Coordinating Committee Summaries of Action, 1945, [folder 586] 

Correspondence,  
9 A, State Department, 1945-1946, [folders 216-224, 470, 

and 492] 
10 Conference Foreign Ministers, N.Y., Nov.-Dec.1946,   

[folders 216-224, 470, and 492] 
11   B, 1945-1946, [folders 225-246, 471, and 492] 
12   B, 1945-1947, [folders 225-246, 471, and 492] 
13   B, 1946, [folders 225-246, 471, and 492] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
4 1   C, 1945-1946, [folders 247-262, 472, and 496] 

2   C, 1945-1946, [folders 247-262, 472, and 496] 
3   C, 1946, [folders 247-262, 472, and 496]                                                                         
4   D, 1945-1946, [folders 263-277, 473, and 511(1-2)] 
5   D, 1945-1946, [folders 263-277, 473, and 511(1-2)] 
6   D, 1945-1946, [folders 263-277, 473, and 511(1-2)] 
7   E, 1945-1947, [folders 278-283, 474, and 514] 
8   F, 1945-1946, [folders 284-294, 475, and 515] 
9   F, 1946, [folders 284-294, 475, and 515] 
10   G, 1945-1947, [folders 295-307, 476(1-2), and 518] 
11   G, 1945-1946, [folders 295-307, 476(1-2), and 518] 
12   G, 1945-1946, [folders 295-307, 476(1-2), 518 and 1299] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
5 1   H, 1945-1947, [folders 308-328, 477, and 520] 

2   H, 1945-1946, [folders 308-328, 477, 495 and 520] 
3   H, 1945-1946, [folders 308-328, 477, and 520] 
4   I, 1945-1946, [folder 329] 
5   J, 1945-1946, [folders 330-335, 479, and 523] 
6   K, 1945-1946, [folders 336-346, 480, and 524] 
7   K, 1945-1946, [folders 336-346, 480, and 524] 
8   L, 1945-1946, [folders 347-357, 481, and 525] 
9   L, 1945-1946, [folders 347-357, 481, and 525] 
10   M, 1945-1946, [folders 358-378, 482, and 526] 
11   M, 1945-1946, [folders 358-378, 482, and 526] 
12   M, 1945-1946, [folders 358-378, 482, and 526] 
13   N, 1945-1946, [folders 379-382, 483, 527 and 532] 

 14   O, 1945-1946, [folders 383-386, 484, and folder 528] 
 
Box Folder  Title 
6 1   P, 1945-1946,  [folders 387-396, 485, and 530] 

2   P, 1945-1946, [folders 387-396, 485, and 530] 
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3   Q, 1945-1946, [folders 397 and 537] 
4   R, 1945-1946, [folders 398-408, 538(1-2), and 539] 
5   R, 1945-1946, [folders 389, 398-408, 538(1-2), and 539] 
6   R, 1945-1946, [folders 398-408, 538(1-2), and 539] 
7   S, 1945-1946, [folders 409-430, 541(1-2), and 599] 
8   S, 1945-1946, [folders 409-430, 541(1-2), and 599] 
9   S, 1945-1947, [folders 409-430, 541(1-2), and 599] 
10   T, 1945-1946, [folders 431-438 and 542] 
11   U, 1945-1946, [folders 439 and 543] 
12   V, 1945-1946, [folders 440-442 and 544] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
7 1   W, 1945-1946, [folders 443-457, 634, and 545-546] 

2   W, 1945-1946, [folders 443-457, 634, and 545-546] 
3   W, 1945-1946, [folders 443-457, 634, and 545-546] 
4   XYZ, 1945-1946, [folders 545-546 and 458-459] 
5 Correspondence, Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill, Truman, Yalta to 

Potsdam, 1944-1945 
6  Correspondence, USC Material, 1944-1945 
7 Council of Foreign Ministers, Press Summaries, 1945, [folder 

568(1)] 
8 Council of Foreign Ministers, Press Summaries, 1945, [folder 

568(2)] 
9 Council of Foreign Ministers, Press Summaries, 1945, [folder 

568(3)] 
10 Council of Foreign Ministers, Press Summaries, 1945, [folder 

568(4)] 
11 Council of Foreign Ministers, Press Summaries, 1945, [folder 

568(5)] 
12 Council of National Defense and Unified Intelligence Service, 

1945, [folder 594] 
13  Distinguished Service Medal, 1945, [folder 618] 
14 Division of Communications and Records--Notices, 1946, [folder 

512] 
15  Executive Staff Committee, 1945, [folder 587] 
16 Family Correspondence (Byrnes, Fuller, Miner), 1945-1946, 

[folder 1500(2)] 
17  Far Eastern Policy, 1945-1947, [folder 630 and 569(3)] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
8 1  Financial Matters, Real Estate, 1946, [folder 516] 

2  Financial Matters, Travel, 1945-1946, [folder 517] 
3  Foreign Service, 1946, [folder 576(1) and 569(2)] 

Germany 
4   Future of German Reparations, March 19, 1947 
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5 German-Soviet Relations, January-November 5, 1947,  
[folder 570(1)] 

6 German-Soviet Relations, November 27, 1946, [folder 
570(2)] 

7   Germany Surrenders Unconditionally, November 5, 1945 
8 Morgenthau Plan, September 1944-January 1945, [folder 

613(1-2)] 
9   Morgenthau Plan, March 1945-June 1947, [folder 613(1-2)] 
10   Occupied Areas, 1945-1946, [folder 611(1-2)] 
11  Gifts, 1946, [folder 519] 
12  Hanes, John, 1955, [folder 638] 
13  Hottelet/Litvinov Conversation, June 22, 1946, [folder 638] 
14  Hiss, Alger, 1946 and 1953, [folders 577 and 631] 
15  Honors, 1945, [folder 521] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
9 1  Internal Security, 1947-1953 

2  Invitations, 1945-1947, [folders 498 and 499] 
3  Invitations, 1945-1947, [folder 522(1)] 
4  Invitations, 1945-1947, [folder 522(2)] 
5  Invitations, 1945-1947, [folder 522(3)] 
6  Invitations, 1945-1947, [folder 522(4)] 
7  Invitations, 1946, [folder 1299] 
8  Invitations, Dinners hosted by Byrnes, 1945-1947, [folder 608] 
9  Iran and Turkey, 1945-1948, [folder 548 and 638] 
10  Iranian Case, Security Council, 1946, [folder 550] 
11  Japan, 1945-1947, 1955, [folder 571 and 569(1-4) and 618] 
12  Labor Strikes, 1946, [folder 635] 
13  Letters of Commendation, 1945-1946, [folder 497(1)] 
14  Letters of Commendation, 1945-1946, [folder 497(2)] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
10 1  London CFM Meeting, Correspondence, September 11-October 2,  

1945, [folder 551(1-2)] 
2 London CFM Meeting, Memoranda of Conversations, September 

14-October 1, 1945 [folder 629(1)] 
3  Minutes/Proceedings, September 11-19, 1945 
4  Minutes/Proceedings, September 19-25, 1945 
5  Minutes/Proceedings, September 25-28, 1945 
6  Minutes/Proceedings, September 29-October 2, 1945 
7  Miscellaneous, 1945, [folders 629(1-2) and 551(1-2)] 
8  News Clippings, 1945, [folder 500(1)] 
9  News Clippings, 1945, [folder 500(2)] 
10  News Clippings, 1945, [folder 500(3)] 
11  News Clippings, 1945, [folder 501(1)] 
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12  News Clippings, 1945, [folder 501(2)] 
13  News Clippings, 1945, [folder 501(3)] 
14  Personal Notes, 1945, [folder 629(1-2)] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
11 1  Medical, April 1946, [folder 617 and 626] 

Moscow CFM Meeting, 
2 Account of Trip, December 15-26, 1945 [folder 620 and 

577(1)] 
3   Correspondence, 1945-1946, [folder 614 and 626] 
4   Minutes/Proceedings, December 15-17, 1945 
5   Minutes/Proceedings, December 18-20, 1945 
6   Minutes/Proceedings, December 21-26, 1945 
7  Mosely, Philip E., 1954, [folder 577] 
8  National Socialist Congress, 1937, [folder 638] 
  New York CFM Meeting,  
9   November-December 1946, [folder 506 and 507] 
10   Minutes/Proceedings, Volume I, November 4-8, 1946 
11   Minutes/Proceedings, Volume I, November 11-18, 1946 
12   Minutes/Proceedings, Volume I, November20-30, 1946 
13   Minutes/Proceedings, Volume II, December 2-6, 1946 
14   Minutes/Proceedings, Volume II, December 6-12, 1946 
15  News Clippings, 1945-1946, [folder 532] 
16  News Clippings, 1945-1946, [folder 534(1)] 
17  News Clippings, 1945-1946, [folder 534(2)] 
18  News Clippings, 1945-1946, [folder 534(3)] 

 19  News Clippings, Harry Dexter White, 1953  
 
Box Folder  Title 
12 1  News Clippings, 1945-1946, 1953 

2 Notes, State Department, 1938-1957, [folders 618 and 632 and 
633] 

2a Occupied Europe, Supply Program, 1944 
3  Organizations, 1945-1946, [folder 529] 
4  Paris CFM Meeting Schedule, April 25-October 14, 1946 
  Paris CFM Meeting, 1st Session,  

 5   Correspondence, 1946, [folder 502(1-2)] 
 6   Correspondence, Maude Byrnes, 1946, [folder 502(1-2)] 

7 Memoranda of Conversations, April 28-May 16, 1946, 
[folder 638] 

Paris CFM Meeting, 2nd Session,  
8   Correspondence, June 15 to October 14, 1946, [folder 503] 
9   Formal and Informal Meetings, June 15-24, 1946 
10   Formal and Informal Meetings, June 25-July 2, 1946 
11   Formal and Informal Meetings, July 3-8, 1946 
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12   Formal and Informal Meetings, July 9-October 14, 1946 
Paris Peace Conference,  

13   Correspondence, August 29 to October 1, 1946 [folder 469] 
14   Correspondence, 1946, [folder 463(1-2)] 
15   Correspondence, 1946, [folder 462] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
13 1   Correspondence, 1946, [folder 619(1)] 

2   Correspondence, August-September, 1946 [folder 505(1)] 
3   Correspondence, August-September, 1946 [folder 505(2)] 
4   Correspondence, 1946, Personal, [folder 464] 
5   Correspondence, Personal, 1946, [folder 468(1-2)] 
6   Lauback’s Christianity, 1946, [folder 467(1-2)] 
7   Miscellaneous, 1946 
8   Russell, Donald, 1946, [folder 552] 
9   Stuttgart Speech, 1946, [folder 465(1-2)] 
10   Thank-you Notes, 1946, [folder 504] 
11   Wallace, Henry, 1946, [folder 466(1-2)] 
12  Personnel, 1954 
13  Pictures/Portraits, 1946, [folder 531] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
14   Policy and Information Statements, American Republics, August 9,  
   1946 

1   Part I 
2   Part II 
3   Part III 

Policy and Information Statements, European Nations and British 
Dominions, A-H, 1946 

4   Part I 
5   Part II 
6   Part III 
7   Part IV 

 
Box Folder  Title 
15 1  Policy and Information Statements, European Nations and British  
   Dominions, I-Y, 1946 

2   Part I 
3   Part II  
4   Part III 
5   Part IV 

Policy and Information Statements, Far East, Near and Middle 
East, Africa, 1946 

6   Part I 
7   Part II 
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8   Part III 
9   Part IV  

 
Box Folder  Title 
16 1   Part V 

2   Part VI 
3  Polish Loan, 1953, [folder 631] 
4  Political Appointments, 1945-1946, [folder 489] 

Potsdam Conference,  
5   Correspondence, July 17-August 2, 1945, [folder 602] 
6   Minutes/Proceedings, July 17-20 
7   Minutes/Proceedings, July 21-24 
8   Minutes/Proceedings, July 25-August 1 
9   Protocol of the Proceedings, August 1, 1945 
10 Report on the Tripartite Conference of Berlin, August 2, 

1945, [folder 638] 
11 President’s Trip to Crimea Conference and Great Bitter Lake, 

Egypt, January 22-Febuary 28, 1945 
12  President’s Trip to Berlin Conference, July 6-August 7, 1945 

 
Box Folder  Title 
17   Press Conferences 
 1   August 1945, [folders 567 and 600] 

2   September 1945, [folder 598] 
3   October 1945, [folder 554] 
4   November 1945, [folder 597] 
5   December 1945, [folder 555] 
6   January 1946, [folder 556] 
7   February 1946, [folder 557] 
8   March 1946, [folder 558] 
9   April 1946, [folder 559] 
10   May 1946, [folder 560] 
11   June 1946, [folder 561] 
12   July 1946, [folder 562] 
13   August 1946, [folder 563] 
14   October 1946, [folder 565] 
15 November 1946-January 1947, [folder 566 and 638, 

674(2)] 
16  Press Relations, 1946, [folder 535] 
17  Prisoners of War, 1946,1947,1953, [folder 572] 
18  Reports/Publications, 1945-1946, [folder 536] 
19  Resignation, 1946-1947, [folders 618 and 43(3)] 
20  Resignation, Classified, 1946-1947, [folder 461(1)] 
21  Resignation, Classified, 1946-1947, [folder 461(2)] 
22  Resignation, Classified, 1946-1947, [folder 461(3)] 
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Box Folder  Title 
18 1  Resignation, Classified, 1946-1947, [folder 461(4)] 

2  Resignation, Classified, 1946-1947, [folder 461(5)] 
3  Resignation Letters, 1946-1947, [folder 540(1)] 
4  Resignation Letters, 1946-1947, [folder 540(2)] 
5  Resignation Letters, 1946-1947, [folder 540(3)] 
6  Resignation Letters, 1946-1947, [folder 540(4)] 
7  Resignation Letters, 1946-1947, [folder 540(5)] 
8  Resignation, Unclassified, 1946-1947, [folder 460] 
9  Resignation, News Clippings, 1947 
10  Roman General’s Opinion of “Military Critics,” [folder 633] 
11  Russell, Donald, 1946-1951, [folders 633 and 43(3)] 
12  Santee Cooper Project, 1945, [folder 643] 

Secretary’s Staff Committee 
13   Documents, 1945-1946, [folder 588] 
14   Minutes, 1945, [folder 589] 
15   Summaries of Action, 1945, [folder 590] 
16   Reports, 1945, [folder 591] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
19 1  State Department, USC Material, 1945-1960 

State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee on the Far East 
 2   Japan, September 1945-January 1946, [folder 569(3-4)] 

3   Korea, October-November 1945, [folder 569(2 and 4)] 
4   Outer Mongolia, March 1946, [folder 569(4)] 
5  Stone, Chief Justice Harlan F., April, 1946, [folder 1299] 
6  Stuttgart Speech, 1946, [folder 592] 
7  Stuttgart Speech, USC Materials, 1961-1972 
8  Sullivan’s Island, 1946 [folder 604] 
9  Thank-you Notes (to Byrnes), 1945-1946, [folder 610] 
10  Thanksgiving for Victory,  August 19, 1945 
11 Time Magazine Man-of-the-Year, January 6, 1947, [folder 509 and 

633] 
12  Treaties, 1946-1947, [folders 593 and 579(1)] 
13 Treaties of Peace with Italy, Bulgaria, Hungary, Rumania, and 

Finland, 1945, 1947, [folder 579(2)] 
14 Treaties of Peace with Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary, 

April 30, 1947, [folder 578] 
15  Truman, Harry, 1945-1946, [folder 533] 
16  Truman, Harry, 1946-1964, USC Material 
17  Truman, Harry, Book Clippings, 1943,1945,1972, [folder 641(1)] 
18  Truman, Harry, Book Clippings, 1945-1956, [folder 641(2)] 
19  Truman, Harry, Correspondence, 1945-1947, 1953, USC Material 
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Box Folder  Title 
20   United Nations 

1 Correspondence, 1947-1953, [folders 577(2-3), 580, 581, 
and 631] 

2   Miscellaneous, 1945-1950, [folders 580, 581, and 631] 
3   News Clippings, 1947-1953 
4   Personnel, 1946, 1953, [folders 577 and 631] 
5   Press, 1945, 1953, [folders, 580, 581, 602, and 577(2-3)] 
6   Reports, 1946, [folder 1299] 
7 Voting Procedures in the Security Council, 1944, [folder 

595] 
8  US Security Interests in the North Atlantic, 1947, [folder 633] 
9  Vandenberg, Arthur H., 1946, [folder 1299] 
10  Vincent, John Carter, 1945-1955, [folder 582] 
11  Wallace, Henry, 1946, [folders 619(1-3) and 633] 
12  Wallace, Henry, Correspondence, 1946, [folder 619(2-3)] 
13 Wallace, Henry, Speech, Top Secret Dispatches, September 12-16, 

1946, [folder 52(1)] 
14 Wallace, Henry, Speech, Top Secret Dispatches, September 17-24, 

1946, [folder 52(2)] 
15  White, Harry Dexter, 1953, [folder 603] 
16  White, Harry Dexter, 1946-1953, [folders 577 and 631] 

 
 


