
Series 7: Gubernatorial Series, 1949-1955; bulk 1950-1954 
7 cubic feet consisting of 258 folders, 26 photographs, and 9 oversize items.  
 
This series consists of bills, booklets, a calendar, certificates, clippings, correspondence, 
forms, lists, memoranda, notes, pamphlets, petitions, photographs, postcards, press 
releases, receipts, reports, resolutions, speeches/statements, and telegrams. 
 
Materials in the series date from 1949-1955 and cover Byrnes’ campaign for, and single 
term as, governor of the state of South Carolina, with most of the items in the series 
dating from 1950-1954. While in office, Byrnes focused much of his attention on 
improving education in the state by consolidating many school districts and applying 
revenue from the state’s first sales tax toward education.  Byrnes supported segregation, 
but it was during his term that the Supreme Court issued the Brown v. Board of 
Education decision, declaring the doctrine of separate-but-equal unconstitutional.     
 
Materials in this series are arranged alphabetically by folder title, and correspondence 
files are arranged alphabetically by surname or county. Photographs and oversize items 
have been removed to photograph and oversize storage. See the Photographs Series for 
photographs removed from this series. 
 
This series consists mainly of campaign correspondence and materials, as well as 
personal files. Material relating to the 1950 gubernatorial campaign include both out-of-
state and in-state correspondence (some of the latter arranged by county) and lists of 
supporters. The correspondence consists of letters encouraging Byrnes to run and offers 
of support; requests for help or positions; a few issue-related letters on such topics as 
cotton, drunk driving, education foreign policy, segregation, and socialism; items relating 
to campaign advertisements in both print and on radio, including a number of letters from 
Hank D. Hearn of Charlotte, NC on showings of the “Citizen Byrnes” short by 20th 
Century Fox in South Carolina; descriptions of the political conditions and level of 
support for Byrnes in their area; suggestions regarding who to contact for support; and 
letters from Byrnes requesting support, thanking individuals for their support and other 
assistance, and asking for reports on political conditions in their area. There are also 
congratulations on his election to the governorship and material on Byrnes’ inauguration, 
including arrangements and replies to invitations. 
 
Of particular interest are the materials related to Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 1952 
presidential campaign.  This campaign marked Byrnes’ first official break from the 
Democratic Party by leading the “South Carolinians for Eisenhower” movement.  As a 
reward for his support, Byrnes was selected as a delegate to the United Nations in 1953. 
These materials include those relating to the 1952 Democratic State and National 
Conventions; correspondence pro and con, in and out-of-state on Byrnes’ support of 
Eisenhower; correspondence regarding Eisenhower’s inauguration; lists of potential 
supporters; statements made by Byrnes in support of Eisenhower; and some material on 
Eisenhower’s visit to Columbia on September 30, 1952. Material relating to his term as 
U.N. delegate includes administrative correspondence, background information on the 



United Nations and the issues before the Eighth Session of the General Assembly, a 
calendar noting meetings, and statements by Byrnes and Henry Cabot Lodge. 
 
The personal correspondence includes material relating to his business investments and 
stocks, including his involvement in the Newmont Mining Corporation; insurance; taxes; 
and the sale of Byrnes’ Spartanburg home by James C. Grier of Grier & Company. There 
are invitations; requests for appointments to positions, assistance and information; thank 
yous; congratulations; and condolences. Some of the correspondence includes comments 
on civil rights legislation and segregation; foreign policy; national politics; and the 1954 
Senatorial campaign between Brown and Thurmond. There is also family correspondence 
with Fuller and Miner families, much of it having to do with settling the estate of 
Lieutenant Wallace W. Fuller.  
 
In addition to the letters on civil rights legislation and segregation there is an analysis and 
other information regarding “bloc voting” by African-Americans in 1952 presidential and 
1954 congressional elections, as well as Byrnes’ statements on segregation in South 
Carolina schools and on the Brown decision. There are also statements by Byrnes in 
reaction to former President Harry Truman’s criticism of Byrnes in his memoirs and 
other material relating to Truman, including the draft of first seven chapters of “Fair Deal 
Follies,” an anti-Truman book and “corrective” to his memoirs, by Burt Drummond. 
There are few items on Harry Dexter White as well, which supplement the material in the 
State Department series regarding accusations that the former International Monetary 
Fund director was a Soviet spy. 
 
Correspondents include businessmen Bernard Baruch, Walter J. Brown, Lucius D. Clay, 
Charles Daniel, B. M. Edwards, and Fred Searls; cartoonist Jim Berryman; former 
governor Strom Thurmond; journalist Porter McKeever; lawyers John W. Davis; and 
James H. Hammond; U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower; U.S. Senator Burnet 
Maybank; Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter; and University of South Carolina 
President Donald Russell. There are also some letters to and from Maude Byrnes and 
Cassie Connor.  
 
Byrne’s official gubernatorial files can be found at the South Carolina Department of 
Archives and History in Columbia, SC. 
 
 
SEPARATION LIST 
 
In Removed Oversize Box 2: 
   
“The United Nations and Palestine” by Benjamin V. Cohen, New York Herald Tribune, 
March 16, 1948 and March 17, 1948, [683 (2)] 
 
 “An Open Letter to the Citizens of South Carolina” (advertisement) by James F. Byrnes, 
Hartsville Messenger (Darlington, SC), July 6, 1950, [759 (1-2)] 



“An Open Letter to the Citizens of South Carolina” (advertisement) by James F. Byrnes, 
Lake City News (South Carolina), July 6, 1950 
 
“Newberry County Will Vote For Tom Pope” (advertisement), [1950], [774] 
 
“Forward With Byrnes” (advertisement) Daily Mail (Anderson, SC), [1950] (2 copies) 
 
“Official Returns of Primary Election” [1950], [769 (3)]  
 
Common Sense (Union, NJ), January 5, 1952 
 
“Extra! Extra! General Ike Visits South Carolina” (advertisement) by South Carolina 
Democratic Campaign Headquarters (Columbia, SC), [1952], [987, 1462] (2 copies) 

 “Governor Byrnes’ Administration Marked by Constructive Progress” by R. E. Grier, 
The State Magazine (Columbia, SC), January 11, 1953 (2 copies)  
  
    
This series is indexed under the following terms in the University Libraries' online 
catalog.  Researchers desiring materials about related topics, persons or places should 
search the catalog using these headings.  
  
Subjects: 
African Americans—Civil rights—South Carolina—History—20th century 
Byrnes, James F. (James Francis), 1882-1972  
Daniel, Charles E. (Charles Ezra), 1895-1964 
Democratic National Convention (1952: Chicago, Ill.) 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. (Dwight David), 1890-1969 
Fuller family 
Maybank, Burnet R. (Burnet Rhett), 1899-1954 
Miner family 
Presidents—United States—Election—1952 
Segregation—South Carolina 
Segregation in education—South Carolina 
South Carolina—Governors  
South Carolina—Governors—Election—1950 
South Carolina—Governors—Inauguration  
South Carolina— Politics and government—1951 -  
South Carolina—Politics and government—1865-1950 
United States—Foreign relations—1945- 
United Nations—History—20th century  
Truman, Harry S., 1884-1972 
White, Harry Dexter, 1892-1948 
 
 



Form/genre terms: 
Petitions 
Photographs 
Speeches 
 
   
Correspondents: 
Baruch, Bernard M. (Bernard Mannes), 1870-1965 
Berryman, James Thomas, 1902-1971 
Brown, Walter J. 
Byrnes, Maude Busch, 1882-1976 
Clay, Lucius D. (Lucius DuBignon), 1897-1978 
Connor, Cassie (Cassandra), 1899-1969 
Daniel, Charles E. (Charles Ezra), 1895-1964 
Davis, John W. (John William), 1873-1955 
Edwards, B. M. (Byron Malet), 1888-1967 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. (Dwight David), 1890-1969 
Frankfurter, Felix, 1882-1965 
Fuller family   
Hammond, James H. (James Henry), 1885-1970 
Maybank, Burnet R. (Burnet Rhett), 1899-1954 
McKeever, Porter 
Miner family 
Russell, Donald Stuart, 1906-1998 
Searls, Fred, 1888-1968   
Thurmond, Strom, 1902-2003 
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Box Folder  Title 
1 1  Advertisements, James. J. Lever 1950 [folder 762] 

2  Baruch, Bernard, USC material, 1951 
3  Baruch, Bernard, 1953 
4  Block Voting, 1952-1955 
5  Brown, Walter 1952-1954 [folders 53 and 54(1-2)] 
6  Byrnes, James F., 1952-1953 
7  Campaign, USC Material, 1949 and 1954 

Campaign Correspondence, 1949 
8   A [folder 1377] 
9   B [folders 755(1-2) and 1378] 
10   C [folders 776(3) and 1379] 
11   D-F [folder 1380] 
12   G [folders 761(1) and 1381] 
13   H [folders 763(1) and 1382] 
14   I-K [folders 765, 766 and 1383] 
15   L [folders 768(2) and 1384]    
16   M [folder 1385] 
 

 
Box Folder  Title 
2 1   N-O [folder 1387] 

2   P-R [folders 1382 and 1386] 
3   S-T [folders 776(3) and 1388] 
4   W-Z [folder 1389] 

Campaign Correspondence, 1950 
5   A [folder 753] 
6   Ba-Be [folders 754(2), 755(1) and 756(1)] 
7   Bi-Bo [folder 755(2)] 
8   Br [folder 755(3)] 
9   Bu-By [folders 753, 754(2), and 755(4)] 
10   Ca-Ch [folders 754(2), 756(1), 773(1), 761(1) and 1224] 

 11   Cl-Co [folder 756(2)] 
 
 
Box Folder  Title 
3 1   Cr-Cu [folders 754(2) and 756(2-3)] 

2   Da-De [folder 757(1)] 
3   Di-Du [folders 752(2) and 757(1-2)] 
4   E [folders 754(2) and 758] 
5   F [folders 43(1) and 760] 
6   Ga-Go [folder 761(1-2)] 
7   Gr-Gy [folder 761(2)] 
8   Ha [folder 763(1)] 
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 9   He-Hy [folders 754(1) and 763(2)] 
 10   I [folder 766] 

11   J [folder 105] 
 
 
Box Folder  Title 
4 1   K [folder 765] 

2   La-Le [folder 768(1)] 
3   Li-Ly [folder 768(2)] 
4   Ma-Mc [folders 43(1), 105 and 769(1)] 
5   Ma-Mc [folders 753, 754(2) and 769(2)] 
6   Me-Mi [folder 769(3)] 
7   Mo-Mu [folder 769(4)] 
8   N [folders 43(1), 754(2) and 770] 
9   O [folders 754(2) and 772] 
10   Pa-Pe [folders 754(2) and 773(1)] 
11   Ph-Py [folder 773(2)] 

 12   Ra-Ri [folder 775(1-2)] 
 
 
Box Folder  Title 
5 1   Ro-Ry [folders 754(2) and 775(2)] 

2   Sa-Si [folders 754(2) and 776(1)] 
3   Sl-So [folders 754(2) and 776(1-2)] 
4   Sp-Sy [folders 776(1) and 776(3)] 
5   T [folders 755(1), 771 and 777] 
6   U-V [folders 778(1) and 778(4)] 
7   Wa [folder 778(2)] 
8   We-Wi [folder 778(3)] 
9   Wo-Wy [folder 778(4)] 
10   XYZ [folder 779] 

   Campaign Correspondence, by county, 1950 
11   Abbeville [folder 707] 
12   Anderson [folder 708] 

 
 
Box Folder  Title 
6 1   Aiken [folder 709] 

2   Allendale [folder 710] 
3   Bamberg [folder 711] 
4   Barnwell [folder 712] 
5   Beaufort [folder 713] 
6   Berkeley [folder 714] 
7   Calhoun [folder 715] 

 8   Charleston [folders 713, 716 and 748] 
9   Chester [folders 713, 717 and 719] 
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10   Chesterfield [folder 718] 
11   Cherokee [folder 719 and 748] 

 12   Clarendon [folder 720] 
13   Colleton [folder 721] 
14   Darlington [folder 722] 
15   Dillon [folder 723] 
16   Dorchester [folder 724] 
17   Edgefield [folder 725] 
18   Fairfield [folder 726] 
19   Florence [folder 727] 
20   Georgetown [folder 728] 
21   Greenville [folder 729] 
22   Greenwood [folder 730] 

 23   Hampton [folder 731] 
24   Horry [folder 732] 
25   Jasper [folder 733] 
26   Kershaw [folder 734] 
27   Lancaster [folder 735] 
28   Laurens [folders 736 and 753] 
29   Lee [folder 737] 
30   Lexington [folders 738, 746 and 747] 
31   Marion [folder 739] 
32   Marlboro [folder 740] 
33   McCormick [folder 741] 
34   Newberry [folder 742] 
35   Oconee [folder 743] 

 
 
Box Folder  Title 
7 1   Orangeburg [folder 744] 

2   Pickens [folder 745] 
3   Richland [folders 746 and 748] 
4   Saluda [folder 747] 
5   Spartanburg [folder 748] 
6   Sumter [folders 747 and 749] 
7   Union [folder 750] 
8   Williamsburg [folder 751] 
9   York [folder 752]  
10  Campaign Materials Distribution, 1950 [folder 706] 
  Campaign Support, 1950 

 11   Lists (1), Personal [folder 1436] 
 12   Lists (2), Personal [folder 1437] 

13   Lists (3), Personal [folder 1438] 
 14  Civil Rights Legislation, USC Material, 1952 

15  Clemson/South Carolina Game, October 22, 1953 
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16  The Columbia Letter, December 1952; July, November 1953 
Congratulatory Letters, 1950 

17   A-B [folder 1403] 
18   C [folder 1404] 

 
Box Folder  Title 
8   Congratulatory Letters, 1950  

1   D-F [folder 1405] 
2   G [folder 1406] 
3   H-I [folders 1404 and 1407] 
4   J-L [folder 1408] 

 5   M [folder 1409] 
6   N-P [folder 1410] 
7   Q-R [folders 1410 and 1411] 
8   S [folder 1412] 
9   T [folder 1413] 
10   W-Z [folder 1414] 
11  Congratulatory Letters, 1950-January 1951 [folder 1399] 
  Congratulatory Letters Answered, 
12    (1), 1951 [folder 1400] 
 

 
Box Folder  Title 
9   Congratulatory Letters Answered 
 1    (2), 1951 [folder 1401] 

2    (3), 1951 [folder 1402] 
  Congratulatory Telegrams 

 3    (1), 1950  
4    (2), 1950  

Correspondence, Personal, 1951-1952  
5   A-D [folders 43(2), 55 and 1461] 
6   E-F [folder 1462] 
7   G-K [folders 43(1) and 1463] 
8   L-N [folders 1441, 1443 and 1465] 
9   O-R [folders 1444, 1445, 1449, 1450 and 1466] 
10   S [folders 803, 1451, 1453 and 1467] 
11   T-Z [folder 1468] 

   Correspondence, Personal, 1953 
 12   A 

13   Ba-Be 
14   Bi-Bo 
15   Br-By 
16   C 
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Box Folder  Title 
10   Correspondence, Personal, 1953  

1   D 
2   E-F 
3   G 
4   H-I 
5   J-L 
6   M 
7   N-O 

 8   P-R 
9   S 
10   T-Z  
11   Miscellaneous Letters (no last names) 
  Correspondence, Personal, 1954 
12    A-Bl [folder 1471] 
13    Bo-By [folder 1472] 
14   C [folders 1473, 1474 and 1475] 
15   D [folders 1477 and 1478]     
 

Box Folder  Title 
11   Correspondence, Personal, 1954 
 1   E [folder 1479]   

2   F [folder 1480] 
3   G [folders 1481 and1483] 
4   H [folders 1484 and 1486] 
5   I-J [folders 1485 and 1488]    
6   K-L [folders 1489 and1490]    
7   M [folders 1491 and 1492]    
8   N-O [folder 1493]   
9   P [folder 1494]   
10   R [folder 1495]   
11   S [folder 1496]   
12   T [folder 1497] 
13   U-V [folder 1498]  
14   W [folder 1499] 
15  Correspondence, 1955 
16  Daniel, Charles E., 1954, [folders 812 and 1476]  
 
 

Box Folder  Title 
12   Democratic National Convention, USC Material, 1952  
 1   Correspondence (A-L) 
 2    Correspondence (M-Z)   
 3   Speeches, Statements, Clippings, Miscellaneous 
   Eisenhower, Dwight D., USC Material 

4   Correspondence with James F. Byrnes, 1953-1954 
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   Byrnes Endorses 
5   Clippings, Various Campaign Materials, 1952 
6   Speech, Folk Responses Supporting, 1952 

 7    Support, Out-of-State,  September 1952 
8    Support, Out-of-State, October 1952  
9   Support, Out-of-State, November 1952  

 10    Support, SC,  September 1952 (A-L) 
11   Support, SC, September 1952 (M-Z) 
12  Support, SC, October 1952 
13  Support, SC, November 1952 

 
Box Folder  Title 
13   Eisenhower, Dwight D., USC Material, Byrnes Endorses 

1   Opposition, Clippings, 1952 
2    Correspondence, September 1952 
3    Correspondence, Oct.-Nov.1952 
4   Cabinet Selection, 1952 
5  Campaign Headquarters, 1952 
6   Inauguration, 1952 
7    SC Parade Participation 
8   Potential Supporters, 1952 
9   South Carolinians for Eisenhower, 1952 
10   Visit to Columbia, SC, 1952 
11  Election, 1950 
12 Election/Appointment of Maybank’s Successor, 0ct 23, 1954  
 Family Correspondence (Byrnes, Fuller, Miner), 
13    1951-1952, [folder 1500(3)] 
14    1953, [folder 1500(3)] 
15    1954, [folder 1500(4)] 
16   Frankfurter, Felix, 1953 
17   Governor’s House, 1954 [folder 1482] 
18   Governor’s House Inventory, USC Material,1945 
  Inaugural, 1951  
19    Accepted – Correspondence [Folder 1430] 
20     Lists [Folders 1429 and 1449] 
21    Correspondence – Broadcast Coverage [Folder 1425] 
22     Inaugural Ball [Folder 1426] 
23     Inaugural Luncheon [Folder 1425] 
24    Declined – Correspondence  (A-H) 
    [Folders 1425, 1427 and 1428] 
  

Box Folder  Title 
14   Inaugural, 1951  
 1   Declined -- Correspondence (I-Z) 
      [Folders 1402, 1427 and 1428] 
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 2   Miscellaneous Correspondence 
      [Folders 1425, 1426 and 1441] 
 3   Speech Draft, Lists & Invitation [Folders 1425 and 1426] 
 4   Thankyou Letters and Such [Folders 1425 and 1426] 
   Insurance 

5   Beach House, 1949-1954 [Folders 1464 and 1487] 
6   Life, 1951-1954 [Folders 1464 and 1487] 
7   Residential, 1951-1954 [Folders 1464 and 1487] 
8   Vehicle, 1952-1954 [Folders 1464 and 1487] 
9  Investigatory Hearings, Congressional, Dec.31, 1952 and Feb.13,   

1953 [Folder 1468]   
10  Investigatory Hearings, Senatorial, 1951 [Folder 1466] 
11  Johnston, Al, 1950 
12  Jones, Ernest – Family, 1953 
  Lever, James J. and Wayne Freeman, 1950 
13   Newspaper Ads and Campaign Circulars  
   Correspondence [Folder 759(1-2)] 
14   Radio Broadcast Correspondence and Speeches 
    [Folder 759 (1-2)] 

 15   Reports on Campaign [Folders 759(1-2) and 1429] 
 16  Lowe and Hall Advertising, July, 1950 [Folder 759(1-2)]  
 17  Medical Reports, 1951 [Folder 56] 
 18  News Clippings, 1949-1950 
  
 
Box Folder  Title 
15 1   News Clippings, 1951-1952 
 2  News Clippings, 1953-1954 
 3  News Clippings, undated 

4  Pope, Thomas H., 1950 [folder 774]  
5  Refugee Relief Act, 1954 [folder 577(3)] 
6  Segregation, 1952 [folder 870]  
7  Shorthand Notes, 1945-1954 [folders 104 and 1406] 
8  South Carolina Magazine, May 1950  
9  South Carolina Magazine, January 1951  
10  South Carolina Magazine, September 1951  
11  South Carolina State Democratic Convention, USC Material, 1952 

Stocks 
12   1949-1954, Riggs Bank Correspondence & Paperwork 
    [Folder 871(1)] 
13   1951-1953, Newmont Mining Correspondence & Forms 
    [Folders 1443 and 1465] 

 14   1951, Filor, Bullard & Smyth Accounts  
    [Folders 871(1) and 1462] 
15   1951, Hibbs Accounts  
16   1951, Various, Including Holdings Lists [Folder 871(1)] 
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17   1952, Various, Including Holdings Lists [Folder 871(1)] 
18   1953, Various, Including Holdings Lists [Folder 871 (3)] 
19   1954, Filor, Bullard & Smyth Accounts  

 20   1954, Hibbs Accounts     
21   1954, Various, Including Holdings Lists  
    [Folders 871(1) and 872(1)] 
22   Truman, Harry, Byrnes’ Reply, April 18, 1952  
23    Truman, Harry, Memoirs, USC Material, Burns Comments, 1955 

 
Box Folder  Title 
16 1  Truman Book – Burt Drummond, 1954 
   United Nations, 1953 

2   Statements and Reports [Folder 1470] 
3   Correspondence  
4   Delegation to [folder 1469] 
5  Vocational Rehabilitation, March 1951  
6  White, Harry Dexter, USC Material, 1953 
    


