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“Liberty Corporation Found Home in South long ago,” from
The Greenville News — October 16, 1977

“Liberty Life Making a Record for Progress,” from The Greenville News —
circa 1922

Home Insurance Companies Magazine, advertising articles about
Liberty & Southeastern Life Insurance Companies — 1933

Home Insurance Companies Magazine, duplicate

Boards & Presidents
Board Members & Presidents of The Southeastern Life Insurance
Company — 1905-1939

Directors
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Hipp, Francis, and Herman Hipp — circa 1979
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Lindsay, John, and C. Wallace Martin — circa 1979

McDonald, R. E., Mildred Merrill, and Mack Patton — circa 1979
Ritchie, Robert, and John & Martha Rivers — circa 1979

Robelot, Thomas, and Mary Olive Rude — circa 1979
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Publications

Fiftieth Anniversary 1905-1955, Liberty Life Insurance Company — 1955

A Brief History: A Half Century of Service and Progress, Liberty Life
Insurance Company — 1955

Financial Freedom For The Family, A Tribute to W. Frank Hipp, Man of
Achievement, August 24, 1889 to January 3, 1943 — August 1943

Our New Home, Liberty Life Insurance Company — 1955

See The Liberty Spirit and So Rich A Heritage

Publication Material for The Liberty Spirit: History of The

Liberty Corporation

Corrections, Editions, Production Schedules, Proofs, Part 1 — 1984-1985
Part 2

Distribution Information and Lists — 1986
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The State, Special 50th Anniversary Edition, 1930-1980

Releases
Taped Interviews, Information — 1979
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“An Executive Summary on the Corporate Image of Liberty Life
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Opinions” — May 1965

The Liberty Corporation Company Report — November, 1979 &
“Long-Range Corporate Growth Program” report for Liberty Life
Insurance Company — October 1965

Operations Committee Report, “The Thrift Series: A New Line of Debit
Ordinary Insurance” — April, 1966
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Transcriptions of Interviews

71 Campanaro, Richard W., February 3, 1982, edited & complete

72 Davis, J. K., September 19, 1979, edited & complete

73 Hilliard, R. Glenn, February 2, 1982, edited & complete

74 Hipp, Francis, October 12, 1979, two copies: edited & unedited,
both complete

75 Hipp, Herman, October 24, 1979, two copies: edited & incomplete
to page 17, unedited & complete to page 30

76 Hunt, Roy, circa 1979, edited & complete & Maxwell, Len, and Jim
Athearn, circa 1979, shared, edited & complete

77 Merrill, Mildred, circa 1979, edited & incomplete to page 15

78 Rude, Mary Olive, circa 1979, two copies: edited & incomplete,
unedited & complete

79 Satterfield, W. M., September 17, 1979, edited & incomplete

80 Scales, Robert, August 13, 1979, Part 1, Side A, edited & complete

81 Part 2, Side B, edited & incomplete

Transcripts
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Insurance Company — 1905 & 1907
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83 Boyd Calhoun Hipp, 1922-1976 — 1976
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93 Chapter One
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Draft history of the Southeastern Life Insurance Company, by J. K. Davis
—circa 1979
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Ramanlal Mangaldas Modi — 1971, Table of Contents, Introduction
(Chapter 1), and Chapter II
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CASSETTE TAPES

Box Tape Side Title
1 1 A South Carolina Insurance Commission

Conversion with Gordon Henry concerning early Hipp family members
to the Commission, possibly the first was John Calhoun Hipp. W. Frank
served from 1930 to 1943 and Francis M. served from 1958 to 1970. The
Commission presented an award to the Hipp family in 1978.
Charles A. Batson — circa 1979
Conversation about radio and television acquisitions during his career with
The Broadcasting Company of the South and Cosmos Broadcasting
Corporation. Mentions Frank Blair and Frank McGee, they were early
WIS announcers. End. Conversation with SC Insurance Commission
representative about home-grown insurance businesses. End.
Glenn Hilliard
A short discussion concerning his work with Jack Lindsay, creating the
papers which formed The Liberty Corporation, the proposed TLC-SCNB
merger, and other legal business.

B James C. Self, Jr. —circa 1979.
Short discussion concerning his father and grandfather’s association with
The Southeastern Life Insurance Company. His father, James Cuthbert,
bought two shares of Southeastern stock on November 21, 1906.
Questioned about J. H. Self, he indicates J. H. was his uncle. Mentions C.
F. Haynsworth’s long association with Southeastern Life.
Confederate Museum
Questions to, and answers from, John Martin about Col. Elliot Estes, co-
founder of The Southeastern Life Insurance Company.

2 A Harris P. Gravely — circa 1979.
Conversation concerning his start with Liberty Life in 1951, his promotion
to Controller, the initiation of an unprecedented internal controls and audit
system, internal changes and restructuring, set up a strict accounting
system with checks and balances, oversaw the change from the old master
book cash accounting system to data processing, talks about Francis and
Herman, and second- and third-generation executives.

B Harris Gravely continued

He talks about retirement; personal achievement versus promotion or
rewards from competition; and comments on the future of the company.

3 A Detroit/Montreux Jazz, RCA Consumer Conversation
Knauss’ personal business conversations
B R. Glenn Hilliard - circa 1979.
He describes various corporate subsidiaries, including: Hampton
Insurance Companies, Incorporated, Market Advertising, Incorporated,
Bent Tree Corporation, LPC of North Carolina, Incorporated, Spratlin
Financial Corporation, First City Mortgage and United Fidelity, Charter
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Fund and Fund Mortgage, and LaMarick Beauty Salons, Incorporated.
Discusses his thoughts and feelings concerning the history and growth of
The Liberty Corporation.

Francis M. Hipp

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 17. Recorded October 12,
1979, Hilton Head Island, SC. Francis discusses his thoughts and feelings
concerning the history and growth of Liberty Life and The Liberty
Corporation during his sixty-two-year career with the two companies.
Francis Hipp — continues

Francis Hipp — continues

Mary Olive Rude

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 22. Recorded October 24,
1979, Greenville, SC. Mary describes what it was like to work for W.
Frank Hipp; the transition in leadership to Francis after Frank’s death; and
other historical and personal perspectives about the company.

Herman N. Hipp

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 18. Recorded October 24,
1979, Greenville, SC. Herman discusses his thoughts and feelings
concerning the history and growth of Liberty Life and The Liberty
Corporation during his fifty-year career with the two companies.

Herman Hipp — continues

G. Richard “Dick” Shafto

Discusses his long association with W. Frank Hipp; WIS, WIST, and the
other company radio stations; histories of The South Carolina
Broadcasting Company, The Broadcasting Company of the South, and
Cosmos Broadcasting Corporation, including reasons for name changes,
acquisitions, and the introduction of television; the growth of broadcasting
over his fifty-year career in the business.

Dick Shafto — continues

Discusses the five-year negotiation process for broadcasting rights to
WSPA Spartanburg/Greenville conducted with Walter Brown, Roger
Peace, Donald Russell, and Alester G. Furman, Jr.

Dick Shafto — continues

Frank D. Hunt — circa 1979

Discusses his start with Liberty Life in 1933, just after Southeastern Life
was acquired; had a B. S. degree in Commerce and was assigned a debit in
Spartanburg around Milltown; organized the Personnel Department; and,
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as Agency Auditor, headed the Premium Accounting Department, the
largest department at Liberty Life at that time.

Alex A. Kroeg - circa 1979

Discusses his start with Southeastern Life in Accounting and Underwriting
in 1934; he played golf with W. Frank Hipp every afternoon before
WWII; he left the company for awhile and rejoined Liberty Life’s Group
Sales in 1954; he retired in 1977. End.

John 1. Smith

Conversation concerning his activities on the State Development Board,
his associations with Liberty Life, Southeastern Life, and The Liberty
Corporation. End.

Alester G. Furman, Jr.

Discussion concerning his connections with Liberty, Southeastern and The
Liberty Corporation.

Roy F. Hunt

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 19. Recorded October 3,
1979, Poinsett Hotel, Greenville, SC. Roy discusses his thoughts about
the history and growth of Liberty Life and The Liberty Corporation during
his long career with the two companies.

Roy Hunt — continues

Liberty Life, General Explanation — circa 1979-1981

A well-informed executive discusses the general management and sales
philosophy of The Liberty Life Insurance Company. Poor audio quality.
A note attached to the original tape reads: “Unable to transcribe this tape,
11/17/81.” However, some parts of the tape are understandable.

Liberty Life, General Explanation — continues

Person being interviewed identifies himself as one of four executive vice-
presidents with Liberty Life and that he heads the marketing division.

Liberty Life #1, History — June 21, 22, 23, 1976

This tape, along with the three following tapes, contains detailed
descriptive histories of Liberty and Southeastern Life from 1905 to the
formation of The Liberty Corporation in 1968, and are narrated by Bo
Moore. First, an introduction to the subject matter, i.e., what records are
used, their relation to the subject, who created them, and where the records
are located within the Liberty Life Building and The Liberty Corporation
Archives; then, Southeastern Life from 1905 to 1929, and a biography of
W. Frank Hipp from 1889 to 1919.

Liberty Life #1 — continues, Liberty Life from 1919 to 1932

Liberty Life #2, History — June 24, 1976
Liberty Life and Southeastern Life from 1932 to 1941; the merger of
Liberty Life and Southeastern Life in 1942; the death of W. Frank Hipp,
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13 A

14 A

15 A

16 A

and the transition in leadership in 1943 to and with Francis, Herman, and
B. Calhoun Hipp.
Liberty Life #2 — continues, Liberty Life from 1942 to 1965

Liberty Life #3, History — circa June 1976

This portion contains a history of Liberty Life from 1965 to 1968;
broadcasting interests from 1931 to 1968; Surety Life and Southeastern
Life from 1942 to 1968; and some information about Liberty Investors
Benefit Insurance Company (LIBCO) from 1967 to 1968.

Liberty Life #3 — continues

The formation of The Liberty Corporation in 1968; information about the
proposed Liberty Corporation - South Carolina National Bank (TLC-
SCNB) merger; the Hipp brothers from 1943 to 1968; brings conclusion to
the subject matter, i.e., summation of the material, weaknesses and gaps in
the documentation, and recommendations for further research.

Liberty Life #4, The Liberty Corporation Archives — circa June 1976
Here is recorded a description and an evaluation of The Liberty
Corporation Archives. Quoting from Moore’s narration, “it is intended to
be a description of and guide to some of the more important materials in
The Liberty Corporation Archives, as well as suggestions for adding
additional material to those archives.”

Blank

Leonard A. Maxwell — circa 1979

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 20. Len discusses his
thoughts concerning the history and growth of Liberty Life and The
Liberty Corporation, emphasizing communication’s role as developer and
disseminator of corporate information to the public.

James L. Athearn — circa 1979

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 20. Jim discusses his work
in communications and with the company in general.

C. Wallace Martin - Recorded c. 1979.

Conversation with Martin covering the time he managed and shared
ownership in WIS Radio from 1947 to 1962.

R.E. McDonald - circa 1980

McDonald talks about working for W. Frank Hipp, with H. VVogel, P.
Agnew, and the Hipp brothers; insurance sales and receipts during the
Depression; processing death claims and tracking missing persons; and
other company memories during his long career with the company.

R.E. McDonald - continues

Discusses his social life with Hipp, Vogel, and Agnew; Hipp’s first
marriage; Hipp did things secretly for people they never knew about, yet
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he was close with his money and paid low salaries. Asked what he
thought Hipp would have done with company had he lived, McDonald
replied, “I don’t think he could have taken it as far as Francis has.”
Clint E. Edwards - circa 1980

Edwards started as an actuary with J. K. Davis in 1964; says Davis was
Actuary for both Southeastern and Liberty until after WWII; Lucian Lee
was hired about 1949, John Sloan and Bill Morrow joined later. Discusses
insurance, mainly the differences between ordinary and debit sales; the
process of writing new insurance policies; changed the old rating system
based on skin color to one based on socioeconomic circumstances; and
other insurance changes due to the times.

Broadcasting Museum, Charleston

Patsy Hicken

Conversation with Hicken, Director of the Broadcasting Museum of
Charleston, concerning biographies of Louis Burke and Fred Jordan. End.
W.W. McEachearn

A short conversation with McEachearn, President of South Carolina
National Bank, about the bank holding company and his membership on
the Liberty Life Board of Directors. Interrupted by another interview with
Len Maxwell.

Leonard A. Maxwell — circa 1979

This is an additional conversation with Maxwell concerning his
advertising and public relations work with Liberty.

R.E. McDonald - circa 1979

This is an earlier interview with McDonald about work he did for W.
Frank Hipp during the Depression, i.e., he picked up cash receipts from
around South Carolina, delivering about $1,000 cash to Hipp every
Saturday. W. Frank then put the cash in a wall safe. This was how Hipp
had cash on-hand during the Depression. End. Short conversation with
Martha Rivers, while waiting to interview John Rivers.

Walter Harper — circa 1979

Harper’s recruitment as Director of the Board and his relationship with
Ernest Hollings, Francis Hipp, James Self, and others; was head of the
North Carolina State Commerce and Industry Division when recruited by
Hollings and Hipp, and as a well-known, professional leader it was hoped
he could generate and develop business activity for the state; was with the
Board for seven and a half years — June, 1959 to January, 1967; discusses
Hipp’s vital role on the board and with Liberty, a key figure.

Macon G. “Mack” Patton — circa 1980

Patton started working for Liberty on April 1, 1975. At the time of the
interview he had been only with Liberty for five years. Discusses business
activities of The Liberty Corporation, including insurance sales, radio and
television broadcasting, and savings and loan; the purpose of life
insurance speculating on the future of insurance as a product; broadcasting

10
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and increased investment costs; competition in the industry; family
ownership and the balance between family and public interests; and the
dramatic growth of the company since 1943 - $500,000 to several billion.
Mack Patton — continues

Discusses the future of the company; the ownership base within the Hipp
family; and aspects of the corporation’s history and growth.

Mackie “Cactus” Quave — circa 1979

Quave discusses his start with Cosmos Broadcasting at WIS-Radio when
FM aired in 1948 and his commercial work at the Columbia studios;
places he lived and worked in the city have been razed; was the ESSO
reporter before EXXON; wants to do a then and now documentary; people
began their careers at the station, Roger Miller; talks about Francis Hipp.
Frank Harden

Harden talks about his involvement with WIS and WIST. He discusses
FM frequency issues that were prevalent in South Carolina, but
specifically how they effected WIS in Columbia and WIST in Charlotte.
Knauss — Personal conversations

Robert D. Ritchie — August 8, 1979, Free Masonry Office, Greenville, SC
Ritchie discusses the history and growth of Liberty Life under W. Frank
Hipp’s leadership; describes Hipp’s mental and physical abilities; and
relates plans and actions they implemented for the company during their
association.

Robert Ritchie — continues

Discusses life with Liberty after WWII, focusing on management styles of
Francis and Herman compared with that of W. Frank.

Blank

Robert Ritchie — continues

Discussion returns to W. Frank, concentrating on his idiosyncrasies and
how he dealt with the company and certain employees.

Blank

John & Martha Robinson Rivers — circa 1979

Conversation with Martha Rivers concerning a verbal agreement made
with W. Frank Hipp in 1937 for her husband to buy WCSC in Charleston.
John Rivers discusses the Jordan affair of 1942 and buyout; litigation with
Santos who co-owned air time at WCSC with Jordan; and the unsigned
memorandum — Hipp agrees to River’s purchase of WCSC.

W. M. Satterfield

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 23. Recorded September
17,1979, Greenville, SC. A discussion with the field agent who spent
fifty-one years selling life insurance for Southeastern and Liberty Life

11
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27

Insurance Companies. He talks about working a debit during the
Depression when premiums were reduced to one and two cents a week;
the change from debit to ordinary insurance after WWII, and other stories.
James K. Davis

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 15. Recorded September
19, 1979, Greenville, SC. J.K. discusses his thoughts and feelings
concerning the history and growth of Southeastern and Liberty Life.

J. K. Davis — continues

J. K. Davis — continues

Mildred Merrill

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folder 21. Recorded October 3,
1979, Greenville, SC. This conversation is with the woman who served as
secretary to both W. Frank and Francis Hipp, she relates her thoughts and
feelings concerning their influence on the growth of Liberty Life.
Mildred Merrill — continues

Thomas H. Robelot — September 17, 1979, Greenville, SC

Tom remarks on his more than forty years with Liberty Life. Asked why,
at age twenty, he decided on an insurance career he replied: “I saw
promotion potential in a close-knit, tightly-run organization, and | liked
W. Frank Hipp.” He saw no indications that Francis or Herman were
being groomed for leadership in the company, no one had titles to indicate
position or rank, people were called what they did, Robelot did Mail &
Supplies for a time.

Thomas Robelot — continues

Discusses his thoughts and feelings concerning people, policies, history,
and growth of the company during his career.

Thomas Robelot — continues

Robert R. Scales, Jr.

This interview was transcribed, see Transcriptions of Interviews,
DOCUMENTS AND PAPERS, Box 2, Folders 24 & 25. Recorded
August 13, 1979, Greenville, SC. This discussion is with the man who
was legal counsel for Liberty Life Insurance Company and The Liberty
Corporation for thirty-six years. Talks about the legal aspects of his work.
Robert Scales — continues

Discusses his thoughts and feelings concerning the history and growth of
insurance, broadcasting, and corporate entities of the business.

Robert Scales — continues
Discusses how Francis became company president; W. Frank showed no
favoritism; Scales took company cases to the Supreme Court three times

12
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in his career; Francis’ management style compared to his father’s; and
company name changes with resultant policy lapses and adjustments.
Robert Scales - interview continues

13



PHOTOGRAPHS

Box Folder Title
1 1 Board of Directors

The Liberty Life Insurance Company — circa 1960

2 Building Site
New Home Office Building, The Liberty Life Insurance Company — 1953

3 Executives
The Liberty and Cosmos Broadcasting Corporations — circa 1970

4 Francis M. Hipp, Herman N. Hipp, and Associates

1 Francis Hipp presenting an award — circa 1955
2 Francis and Herman Hipp with associates — circa 1955
3 Francis with associates — circa 1965
5 The Liberty Life Insurance Company Agents and Activities
1 The Liberty Life Insurance Company 19th Anniversary
Convention, Columbia, South Carolina — July 23, 1938
2 Liberty Life, Sales Meeting — circa 1955
3 Sales awards to Liberty Life agents, Jack Howorth (at left)
and others — circa 1962
4 The 10,000th Liberty Life Accident & Health Policy, issued to
client James F. Smith by E.E. “Jack” Baswell — 1962
5 Liberty Life, Agents — circa 1965
6 Liberty Life, Agent Training Meeting, T.R. Morris (with cigar) —
circa 1965
7 T.R. Morris again — circa 1965
8 Liberty Life, Agent Training Meeting — circa 1965
6 Office Pictures — Liberty Life
1 Offices and secretaries — circa 1950
2 Switch Board, New Home Office Building — circa 1955
3 Computer Room, New Home Office Building — circa 1955
4 Office personnel — circa 1965
7 Model and Plans for The New Liberty Corporation Headquarters &
Office and Residential Complex
1 Model of the New Liberty Corporation Headquarters — 1980
2 Plans for the New Liberty Corporation Office & Residential
Complex — 1980

8 Montgomery, Walter S. (1859-1929)
Member, Board of Directors, The Southeastern Life Insurance Company —
circa 1920
9 Southeastern Life Insurance Company
1 Agents - circa 1915-1920, 1926
10 2 “Best Renewel Record” Trophy — circa 1920

14
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12

13

14
15
16
17
18

19

Southeastern Life Insurance Company Building and

Downtown Greenville, South Carolina

1 Construction of Southeastern Life Building, Main at Broad Streets,
Greenville, SC — circa 1914

2 Postcard picture, Southeastern Life Building — circa 1915

3 View of the Masonic Temple to the Southeastern Life Building,
downtown Greenville — circa 1925

4 The Southeastern Life Building, Greenville, circa 1930.

5 The Imperial Hotel and Auto Storage Company, downtown
Greenville — circa 1935

Southeastern Life Insurance Company Building with Employees —

circa 1915

Southeastern Life Cartoon

Depicts the move from Spartanburg to Greenville — 1915

Southeastern Life Certificate of Insurance, H.R. Gudmundson — 1922

W. Frank Hipp, Founder & President of Liberty Life — circa 1941

H. L. Vogel and C. H. Goldsmith, Office Party — circa 1950

WIS-TV, studio & editing — circa 1978

The Liberty Spirit: History of The Liberty Corporation

Photographs used during production, not printed in final version.

Anderson’s Mill

Cosmos Broadcasting studio

Ezell Hardware, Spartanburg — 1905

Three Gls — 1944

John Harris & family

Hoechst Fiber Industries, Spartanburg — 1978

Mill village house — 1912

Mill village house — 1913

Mill workers checking cloth, Pacolet Mills — 1925

10 Mill workers & supervisors — 1902

11 Morgan Family Leaves Farm — 1941

12 Negro tenant farmhouse — 1913

Photographs used during production, printed in final version.

Trade Street in Spartanburg — circa 1912

Main Street, downtown Greenville, turn of the century — circa 1900

Inman Mill — circa 1920

Cloth Room workers, Saxon Mill — 1925

Baseball team representing textile mill in Arcadia — circa 1926

Students in front of their cotton mill village school - circa 1920

Mill workers & supervisors — circa 1919 (Note indicates 1902

date.)

8 The State, reprint of July 10, 1930 edition commemorating WIS
Radio’s Golden Anniversary — 1980

9 Farmer standing in cotton field, near Woodruff — 1931

Ooo~No ok, wWwnN -

~NOoO Ok~ WN -
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10 Working the fields, with tractor and mules, near Woodruff — 1936
11 Robert Hickman, News Director & Anchor, WIS-TV - circa 1965
12 Bowaters Carolina Corporation Plant, Catawba - circa 1960
Graphic Art used during production and printed in final version.

1

OO WN

Plaque, “Members of the $500,000,000.00 Club Liberty Life
Insurance Company”

Graph, Cosmos Broadcasting Properties

Logos, WIS-TV 10 Columbia

Cosmos Broadcasting Corporation

Palmetto & Crescent

“Have a Good Life”
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SEPARATION LIST

Item Title
Oversize Photographs

1 Three items, all photographs, two of The Southeastern Life Insurance Building with
Agents and Employees and one of Standings of Agents year-to-date.
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