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Mss 80, Benjamin Ryan Tillman Papers 
 
Series 7: Benjamin Ryan Tillman, Jr. (1885-1950) 
Extent: .75 cubic feet (2 document boxes) 
 
This small series contains a variety of personal papers created by Senator Tillman's eldest son, 
Benjamin Ryan Tillman, Jr., 1878-1950. This material apparently was added to the Tillman 
Collection at Clemson after Tillman, Jr.'s death. It includes correspondence, papers related to his 
study of law during the 1920s and his work for the U. S. Department of Justice during the 1930s 
and 1940s, and material related to Tillman's work on a biography of his father. The 
correspondence is primarily from other family members and concerns the settlement of the 
Tillman estate and other matters of mutual interest. The material related to the Tillman biography 
composes about half the series and apparently was created while Tillman resided at Clemson, 
1947-1950. There are typewritten drafts, a variety of notes and some recollections by both father 
and son. The collection also contains a few items related to Francis Butler Simpkins, historian 
and biographer of Senator Tillman. 
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1 Alaska Trip, 1914 
2 Biography:  Early drafts 
3 Biography:  Early drafts (photocopies) 
4 Biography and Research Notes - Foreword and Chapter 1 Background of 

Tillmanism 
5 Biography - Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 1638-1865 Family background and 

early years 
6 Biography - Chapter 4 1866-1886 Marriage and Family Life; Campaign of 

1876; Tillman as Agitator 
7 Biography - Chapter 5 1885 Emergence into State Politics 
8 Biography - Chapter 6 1886-1889 Farmers Movement:  Establishment of 

Clemson 
9 Biography - Chapter 7 and Chapter 8 1890 Campaign for Governor; 

Inauguration; Tillman as Governor 
10  Biography - Chapter 9 1892 Campaign  
11 Biography - Chapter 10 and Chapter 11 Analysis of Gubernatorial years; 

Dispensary; Darlington Riot; New Constitution 
12 Biography - Chapter 12-14 Emergence into National Politics 
13  Campaign for Congress, 1926 
14     Cancelled Checks, 1919-1920 
15 Clemson Alumni, 1941  
16 Correspondence 1915-1930 
17 Correspondence 1930-1950     
18 Drafts of Letters and Notes,1920s  
19  Francis Butler Simkins, 1926-1930s 
20       Deposit Agreement with University of South Carolina, 1930 
21 Justice Department Anti-Trust Division; 1940-1946 
22 Lawsuit Regarding Tillman Estate, 1930 
23 Legal Studies, 1925-1933 
24 Poetry and Quotations, undated 
25   Radio Script About Tillman and Winthrop, Dec. 14, 1937 
26    Real Estate Matters, 1931, 1936 
27 Recollections, 1943, undated 
28  Research Material:  Tillman Memories, undated 
29 Research Notes: Tillman Biography, undated 
30 Speeches. 1936-1946 
31 Research Notes - Establishment of Clemson College, 1885-1912 
32 Tillman Genealogy, undated 


