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Mss 80, Benjamin Ryan Tillman Papers 
 
Series 8: Diaries and Notebooks (1861-1905) 
Extent: .15 cubic feet 
 
Ben Tillman, his brother James, and his son Ben (BR) wrote the diaries and notebooks in this 
series. 
 
There are four diaries written by Benjamin Tillman:  1861, 1865-1866. They briefly describe 
daily life on the Tillman farm in Trenton, South Carolina. They also include selected quotations 
from literature. The 1866 diary has accounts with freed slaves working on the Tillman plantation. 
There are two notebooks kept by Benjamin Tillman for 1892 and 1894. They contain a variety of 
research notes debating points, quotations, and newspaper clippings related to the political 
controversies of the day. 
 
James Tillman, Ben’s older brother, wrote three diaries:  1862, 1864-1866. They describe his 
service in the 24th Regiment of the South Carolina Volunteers, Company I. Included in his 
descriptions of military life is an account of the Battle of Franklin, November 28-30, 1864. 
 
At the end of the war, James Tillman returned to Trenton to resume his occupation as a planter. 
He died of wounds suffered during the war on June 8, 1866. Included in the 1865-66 diary are 
accounts with the freed slaves listing their names, goods advanced and labor performed. 
 
There is also one notebook, circa 1905, apparently kept by Ben Tillman, Jr. It contains scattered 
memoranda about the operations of Tillman’s farm in Trenton. 
 
Envelope Title 
1 Diary of James Tillman September 1864 - January 15, 1865 
2 Diary of James Tillman 1865-1866 
3 Diary of James Tillman 1862 - March 1 - October 12 
4 Diary of Ben Tillman 1861 
5 Diary of Ben Tillman 1865 - January 7 - May 31 
6 Diary of Ben Tillman 1865 - June - December 
7 Diary of Ben Tillman 1866 
8 Notebook of Ben Tillman 1894 
9 Notebook of Ben Tillman 1892 
10 Notebook of Ben Tillman, Jr. 1905 
 


