Minimum Due Diligence for Sponsors

Each entity with which Clemson University conducts business, whether in a funding, in-kind support,
non-monetary, or other transactional capacity, should be a duly organized legal entity in good standing.

For domestic entities, this means that the company (both non-profit and for-profit) has completed
registrations with the Secretary of State for the state in which the entity is incorporated. Start by
clicking the link for the state that the company’s office that you are working with is located.

Alabama Hawaii Massachusetts New Mexico South Dakota
Alaska Idaho Michigan New York Tennessee
Arizona Illinois Minnesota North Carolina Texas*
Arkansas Indiana Mississippi North Dakota Utah
California lowa Missouri Ohio Vermont
Colorado Kansas Montana Oklahoma Virginia
Connecticut Kentucky Nebraska Oregon Washington
Delaware Louisiana Nevada Pennsylvania West Virginia
Florida Maine New Hampshire Rhode Island Wisconsin
Georgia Maryland New Jersey South Carolina Wyoming

*Texas is not hyperlinked because their Secretary of State website charges a fee just to run a search on
a name — even if mistyped or misspelled. In such cases, you can check the Delaware Secretary of State

and the New York Secretary of State (as those states are common incorporation states given both their
corporate tax rates and their business court systems), or any other state where you know the business

operates.

If you do not want to use the hyperlinked states, you can visit the Secretary of State’s website for the
particular state you are searching. Each website is set up differently, but the user will want to find the
webpage dedicated to “Business Search,” “Business Records Search,” “Business Entity Search,” “Search
for or Obtain Filed Business Documents,” or similar variation.
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https://www.sos.alabama.gov/government-records/business-entity-records
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/cbp/main/search/entities
https://azsos.gov/business
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/corps/search_all.php?fullsite
https://businesssearch.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/biz/BusinessEntityCriteriaExt.do
https://www.concord-sots.ct.gov/CONCORD/online?sn=PublicInquiry&eid=9740
https://icis.corp.delaware.gov/ecorp/entitysearch/namesearch.aspx
http://search.sunbiz.org/Inquiry/CorporationSearch/ByName
https://ecorp.sos.ga.gov/BusinessSearch
https://hbe.ehawaii.gov/documents/search.html
https://sosbiz.idaho.gov/search/business
https://apps.ilsos.gov/corporatellc/
https://bsd.sos.in.gov/publicbusinesssearch
https://sos.iowa.gov/search/business/search.aspx
https://www.kansas.gov/bess/flow/main?execution=e1s3
https://web.sos.ky.gov/ftsearch/
https://coraweb.sos.la.gov/commercialsearch/commercialsearch.aspx
https://icrs.informe.org/nei-sos-icrs/ICRS?MainPage=x
https://egov.maryland.gov/businessexpress/entitysearch
https://corp.sec.state.ma.us/corpweb/CorpSearch/CorpSearch.aspx
https://cofs.lara.state.mi.us/SearchApi/Search/Search
https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/Search
https://corp.sos.ms.gov/corp/portal/c/page/corpBusinessIdSearch/portal.aspx
https://bsd.sos.mo.gov/search
https://biz.sosmt.gov/search/business
https://www.nebraska.gov/sos/corp/corpsearch.cgi?nav=search
https://esos.nv.gov/EntitySearch/OnlineEntitySearch
https://quickstart.sos.nh.gov/online/Account/LandingPage
https://www.njportal.com/DOR/BusinessNameSearch/Search/BusinessName
https://portal.sos.state.nm.us/BFS/online/corporationbusinesssearch
https://www.dos.ny.gov/corps/bus_entity_search.html
https://www.sosnc.gov/search/index/corp
https://firststop.sos.nd.gov/search/business
https://businesssearch.ohiosos.gov/
https://www.sos.ok.gov/corp/corpinquiryfind.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/business/pages/find.aspx
https://www.corporations.pa.gov/search/corpsearch
https://business.sos.ri.gov/CorpWeb/CorpSearch/CorpSearch.aspx
https://businessfilings.sc.gov/BusinessFiling/Entity/Search
https://sosenterprise.sd.gov/BusinessServices/Business/FilingSearch.aspx
https://tnbear.tn.gov/Ecommerce/FilingSearch.aspx
https://secure.utah.gov/bes/
https://bizfilings.vermont.gov/online/BusinessInquire
https://cis.scc.virginia.gov/
https://ccfs.sos.wa.gov/#/
https://apps.wv.gov/SOS/BusinessEntitySearch/
https://www.wdfi.org/apps/corpsearch/search.aspx
https://wyobiz.wyo.gov/Business/FilingSearch.aspx
http://www.sos.sc.gov/

On the next webpage find the “Business Entities Search” hyperlink and click it. After clicking the link a
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the “Clemson University Research Foundation,” however we cannot recall its exact name, so we search
Contains “Clemson University Research.”
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To Search
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The search for “Clemson University Research” returned 2 results. If Clemson University is going to
transact any type of business with an entity, the business must be active and in good standing.
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Some Secretary of States require a fee to verify (via a Certificate of Standing) the legal standing of an
entity in the state. In such case we can use an “Active” status as the initial confirmation.

Some Secretary of State sites note an entity type as a “Foreign Corporation” or “Foreign Nonprofit.” This
does not necessarily mean that the entity is a non-US entity. This means that the entity is incorporated
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unless you have other information to indicate that the entity is an international company. As you can
see from the example for “General Electric Company,” the business is in good standing but is listed as
“Foreign” despite its incorporation in the State of New York.



For non-domestic (i.e. international) entities, the company (both non-profit and for-profit) needs to be a
registered entity in good standing in its country of incorporation. This can be difficult to confirm. You
could ask the company to provide confirmation that it is a registered entity in good standing or you
could try to search the business filings in the country where the company is located. If you are not able
to confirm either with the company or by searching the business filings in the country where the
company is located, proceed directly to the restricted party screening. To initiate a restricted party
screening search, email EXPORTCONTROL@CLEMSON.EDU with the subject line “Request for RPS Search
on Entity (PPN #)”. In the body of the email, kindly request “an RPS search on ‘[insert correct legal name

here]’” or “a restricted party screening on ‘[insert correct legal name here]’.”

nm

Once the correct legal name of the company is located and verified, a restricted party screening should
be completed for the entity.
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Dear Export Control Personnel,
1 hope this email finds you well. Can you kindly complete a RPS search on “CLEMSON UNIVERSITY RESEARCH FOUNDATION”?
If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

Respectfully,
Adam

Adam Lapidas

Contracts Associate

OFFICE OF INDUSTRY CONTRACTS

Clemson University, Division of Research
230 Kappa St., Clemson, SC 29634-5701, USA
P: 864-656-0590
www.clemson.edu/research
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We will rely on the results of the restricted party screening to confirm the entity’s status.

The results of the Restricted Party Screening will be provided to the requester. If there are no matching
results from the search, then Clemson is permitted to do business with the entity. If the RPS search
returns a match, then the Export Control Officer should be consulted regarding the University’s ability to
work with the company.
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