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One Activity

• Guessing Game



Features of a Guessing Game

• Many possible right answers -> fewer possible right answers -> “the” 
right answer
• There may be close alternatives
• Pick answers that are easy to score

• Open-ended questions by guesser(s)
• Ideal for diagnosis or similar problems
• Can be tied to “fuzzy” points from lecture

• Practice in identifying key information
• Practice in avoiding red herrings



Questions from the class are the key

• They are the expert you are consulting about _____
• You are the client/patient/user/community member with a question

• They can collaborate
• They can consult whatever else they want
• You can change your answer in response to their questions
• Talk back to them 

• Ask for clarification or respond as you think someone with that 
issue/question/problem would

• Answer their irrelevant questions! 
• Remember, “you” don’t know what’s relevant

• Answer in character
• Run a couple of questions over what you think is needed for the right 

answer



Additional Requirements

• Limited acting skill
• Cosplay or improv skills a plus

• Some stakes for students
• Bonus points based on top 75% of performance
• Similar to exam format!

• Open book/notes/open mouth
• “WHAT’S THE RIGHT ANSWER?”
• Immediate live lockdown of response format

• High energy



2 Roles



Mechanism

• Automatically scored

• BUT
• Need to anticipate all possible 

answers
• Need to know what you want the 

answer to be ahead of time
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Mechanism

• Data management 
back in your office

• I sort by answer 
(alphabetically) then 
I only have to grade 
the imperfect 
answers
• Manual link to 

gradebook
• Takes me under 15 

min for 200 – 600 
answers



Student Ratings (Spring 2021)

• Online synch class, 487 of 610 responded (79.84%)

• 4.17 (0.77) This course provided me with the opportunity to explore possible 
solutions and outcomes to specific problems or issues:)

• 4.12 (0.83) This course provided me with the opportunity to analyze multi-
dimensional problems

• 4.09 (0.89) I have gained skills in interpreting data and information from one 
source and applying it to make informed decisions

• 3.90 (1.00) I had the opportunity to develop creative solutions to complex issues 
presented during the course

• 3.89 (0.97) I received feedback on my written and verbal communication 
assignments throughout the course

• 4.32 (0.75) This course helped me expand my knowledge and application of 
critical thinking skills



Student Comments (Spring 2021)

• She made the class so much fun as well as educational through the 
diagnose a person questions where she would act out being someone with 
a disorder.
• All of (the class activities) were helpful, especially the diagnose a person 

activities in class.
• I really enjoyed the diagnose a person zooms, I felt it was much easier to 

learn and try to diagnose 'face to face' rather than through a written 
description.
• I love the role plays she does. It makes the class easier to understand.
• The reenactments of the disorders is very helpful to see how to diagnose 

them and get a better understanding my profession.



Questions?
cpury@clemson.edu


