How to Prepare for Graduate School

Start Early
Decide why you want to attend graduate school and what kind of program is right for you. Research schools, programs, and application requirements to understand deadlines and procedures.


Build Relationships
Begin cultivating strong relationships with professors, advisors, and supervisors who can provide letters of recommendation and guidance on programs.

Prepare Strategically
Study for standardized tests like the GRE or GMAT and consider additional application requirements. Research school requirements and prepare accordingly.


Craft Your Personal Statement
Write a personal statement highlighting your academic achievements, career goals, and why you are a good fit for the program. You will want to make multiple drafts, so give yourself time to brainstorm and review.

Gain Related Experience
Gain relevant experience through internships, creative inquiries, volunteer work, etc., that align with your intended field of study.

Stay Organized
Consider keeping track of application deadlines, requirements, and additional materials in a tracking document like Excel to ensure you submit everything on time and in a complete format.
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