
  Your Company Name 

June 2011 

 

Annual Report 

of Activities 

May 2010 - April 2011 

Pickens Countywide 

Stormwater Consortium 



In the fourth year of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) General Permit for Stormwater Discharges 

from regulated Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 

(SMS4s) for Pickens County, the Cities of Easley, Liberty, Pick-

ens, and Pickens County along with educational partner organiza-

tions continued stormwater education initiatives as the Pickens 

Countywide Stormwater Consortium (PCSC).  The PCSC part-

nership, which began in 2008, is responsible for addressing the 

minimum control measures one and two stated within the NPDES 

permit.  These measures direct MS4 communities to deliver pub-

lic education and outreach programs while having public involve-

ment and participation. 

Using the 303(d) List of Impaired Waterbodies, the Public Per-

ception Survey results (Appendix A), and feedback from storm-

water professionals in the county, the PCSC identified target pol-

lutants and audiences to draft the adaptive Annual Education Plan 

(pages 5-6) for the Activity Year, May 1, 2010 through April 30, 

2011.  The plan was targeted at key interest groups including the 

general public, professionals involved in land use and develop-

ment, homeowners, youth, and the business community.  Overall, 

stormwater awareness was retained as the major focus of the edu-

cational process, with emphasis placed on pollutants of concern 

including bacteria, sediment, and nutrients. 

The PCSC grew with the addition of new educational partners 

and worked together to increase awareness of stormwater issues.  

The consortium remains dedicated to protecting water resources 

and increasing water stewardship throughout Pickens County by 

providing stormwater educational and involvement opportunities 

to all citizens. 

Executive Summary 
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Executive Summary  

“We are excited about this 

collaborative educational 

opportunity being facilitated by 

Clemson University and 

Carolina Clear. We feel strongly 

that a regional approach, along 

with the cities of Easley, Pickens 

and Liberty will allow us to 

convey our important water 

quality messages in a more 

efficient manner.” 

 

 -Scottie Ferguson 

  Stormwater Manager 

  Pickens County 

i 

“If there is magic on this planet, 

it is contained in water.” 

-Loren Eiseley 
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The SMS4 consortium members are dedicated to the regional stormwater education concept. The consortium 

members work together to better facilitate the development of a unified approach to education and outreach 

in the county.   

 

Local SMS4 Consortium Representatives 

PCSC SMS4s 

MS4 Consortium Representative 

Pickens County Scottie Ferguson 

City of Easley Land Planning Associates, Inc. 

City of Liberty Olen  Hamlin 

City of Pickens Michael Tate 

PCSC SMS4s 
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The PCSC members have continued to recruit agencies, organizations and individuals that share an interest in educating 

the public about stormwater pollutant issues to become members of the consortium team. This educational partnership 

ensures a uniform and consistent message while leveraging valuable resources, organizational strengths, and collaboration 

to reduce duplication of efforts. With these partnerships established, the PCSC remains dedicated to developing and deliv-

ering effective, outcome-based educational programming throughout the watershed. 

Education Partners 

Education Partners 

Clemson University Carolina Clear Program 

Clemson University Center for Watershed Excellence 

The Cliffs at Lake Keowee 

Friends of Lake Keowee Society 

Pickens County Beautification 

Clemson Extension Master Naturalists & Master Gardeners 

South Carolina Botanical Gardens 

Upstate Forever  

South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 

Pickens County Library System 

Lake Hartwell Association 

Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service 

4-H Youth Development 

Education Partners 
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Strategic Goal 
 

To develop and implement a broad‐based education program that informs 

citizens about the issues of stormwater management and explains the role 

they and the business community can play in solving these issues. 
 

Core Objectives 

1. Maximize efficiency of stormwater education efforts using a county-

wide regional approach. 

2. Help local SMS4s meet NPDES Phase II Stormwater Program permit 

requirements for public stormwater education, public involvement, and 

illicit discharge detection by providing educational resources and ser-

vices such as public education, outreach and community involvement. 

3. Develop a comprehensive stormwater education plan for the region that 

capitalizes on local training resources to meet the needs of local 

SMS4s. 

4. Serve as a model for collaborative stormwater education. 

 

“A river is more 

than an amenity - it 

is a treasure that 

offers a necessity of 

life that must be 

rationed among 

those who have the 

power over it.” 

-Oliver Wendell 

Holmes 

Lake Keowee 
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In compliance with Section 303(d) of 

the Clean Water Act, each state and ter-

ritory submits a list of monitored water-

ways that do not meet their designated 

water quality standard for one or more 

parameters as per available guidance. 

This list is also known as the list of Im-

paired Waterbodies, and it is used to 

determine if the waterway’s impairment 

can be addressed through designating a 

Total Maximum Daily Load, or TMDL. 

Therefore, TMDL may refer to the cal-

culation of a pollutant entering a water-

body as well as a document which out-

lines potential sources of that pollutant 

within a watershed, information on the 

calculation, and relevant information 

including maps, figures and pictures. 

The map to the right shows the TMDL 

watersheds that have been approved and 

affect the Pickens region.  The Pickens 

region has several other listed impaired 

waters on the 303(d) list with TMDL 

target dates ranging from 2010-2019.  

Listed waters’ causes of impairments 

include turbidity, macroinvertebrates,   

copper, fecal coliform, polychlorinated 

biphenyls, and hydrogen ion concentra-

tion.   

The TMDL process is a regulatory proc-

ess; therefore, there are many ways in 

which a TMDL can play a role in local 

government decision-making. For our 

regional education effort, the TMDL 

process is an important consideration 

because it offers data on what the water 

quality concerns are within the region 

and potentially, if they are related to 

stormwater. Using this information, the 

consortium can better decide what pol-

lutants or behaviors should be targeted 

for education and public involvement. 

Pickens County TMDLs 
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Adaptive Education Plan, Page 1 of 2 

May 2010-April 2011 

Adaptive Education Plan 

Adaptive Education Plan 
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The PCSC Adaptive Education Plan is a fluid document that is designed to bring about partnerships 

and educational programming about water quality and water resource stewardship for the citizens of 

Pickens County.   



Adaptive Education Plan 

Adaptive Education Plan 
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Adaptive Education Plan, Page 2 of 2 

May 2010-April 2011 



The public education section of this document is organized by outreach methods, with these sub-section titles:   

Public Education 

Public Education 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of 

Impacts 

Supporting  

Partner(s) 

Billboards were created for the Pickens Countywide Stormwater Consortium and were displayed during the 2010-2011 

year. Total impacts for the combined billboard space were 37,930 people per day based on daily estimated traffic counts. 

MASS MEDIA: Billboards 

Mass Media 

Publications 

Exhibit/Poster 

Presentations 

Storm Drain Marking 

Brochure/Outreach Materials 

Programs 

Clemson  

Extension 

Two Billboards are located in Pickens County with 

information about what storm water is and how it 

affects our water resources.  

2010-2011 37,930 N/A 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of 

Impacts 

Supporting  

Partner(s) 

MASS MEDIA: Radio and TV 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of 

Impacts 

Supporting  

Partner(s) 

WMYA  

Channel 40 

Teresa Young interviewed on Focus on the Palmetto 

State. Discussed the impact of stormwater and home-

owner solutions.  

4/19/2011 1,000 
Clemson  

Extension 

Clemson  

Extension 

Katie Giacalone was interviewed on Your Day and 

discussed the impacts of stormwater and homeowner 

solutions.  

12/9/2010 30,000 Your Day 

Clemson  

Extension 

Appeared on Making it Grow! To discuss rain barrels, 

rain gardens and ways to mitigate stormwater on the 

home landscape. 

8/3/2010 8,658 SC ETV 



www.clemson.edu/carolinaclear/pcsc/ 

Public Education 

Public Education 
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The PCSC website page was posted on Oc-

tober 7th, 2008.  The website was designed 

to be a resource for information about 

stormwater management in the commu-

nity.  The website also serves as one of the 

many locations where upcoming programs 

are listed.   

 

Each municipal partner‟s and educational 

partner‟s website is linked to this website.    

The PCSC website links back into the overall 

Carolina Clear website which provides TMDL 

maps, a toolbox for visitors and much more infor-

mation on stormwater management.   

Lead Provider Activity Date Number of Impacts Supporting Partner(s) 

MASS MEDIA: Internet 

Clemson   

Extension 
Carolina Clear website Ongoing 19,498 N/A 

Clemson   

Extension 
Stewardship Map pages Ongoing 1,333 N/A 

Clemson   

Extension 
LID Atlas pages Ongoing 446 N/A 

Clemson  

Extension 

Pickens Countywide Stormwa-

ter Consortium website  
Ongoing 200 N/A 

Pickens 

County 

Pickens County Stormwater 

webpage 
Ongoing 1,374 N/A 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Pickens County 

News 

“Pickens tightens City Lake‟s rules” article explain-

ing the new policies about the city-owned reservoir 

that serves as Pickens‟ primary water source.  

8/10/2010 5,000 City of Pickens 

Easley Progress 
“Easley encourages recycling” article featured in the 

Easley Progress.  
7/23/2010 4,000 City of Easley 

Lead Provider Activity Location and 

Date Delivered 

Number of 

Participants 

Other Providers 

Involved 

Easley Progress 

“Adopt-A-Highway plan in full force” article about 

Pickens County and their hopes to increase knowl-

edge and participation in the Adopt-A-Highway pro-

gram.  

9/22/2010 4,000 Palmetto Pride 

The Greenville 

News, The  

Pickens Sentinel 

“Pickens wades into next cleanup effort” featured in 

the Greenville News and the Pickens Sentinel about 

cleanups in the City of Pickens.  

5/17/2010 50,500 City of Pickens 

The Pickens 

Sentinel 

“Pickens County helps Six Mile with its septic tank 

problems” article about how county officials have 

stepped in to help with the installing of a new drain 

field for the septic tank system that services Town 

Hall and the Six Mile Fire Department.  

7/14/2010 3,500 Pickens County 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of 

Impacts 

Supporting  

Partner(s) 

The Liberty  

Focus 

“What is a Rain Garden?” featured in The Liberty 

Focus.   
6/2010 3,600 City of Liberty 

The Liberty  

Focus 

“What is a Rain Barrel?” featured in The Liberty 

Focus. 
9/2010 3,600 City of Liberty 

City of Easley 
“Take the stormwater runoff challenge” crossword 

puzzle featured in the Easley City News.  
10/2010 8,500 N/A 



Public Education 

Public Education 
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PUBLICATIONS 

Clemson  

Extension 

“We all live downstream…” flyer featured in The 

Lake Hartwell Association newsletter about 

what stormwater is and ways a homeowner, pet 

owner, or car owner reduce stormwater pollu-

tion.  

4/2011 2,150 N/A 

The Pickens  

Sentinel 

“Cleanup Day held at Jaycee Park, Town Creek” 

article featured in the Pickens Sentinel about 

the cleanup day held for Jaycee Park‟s Play-

ground of Promise and Town Creek and Trail.  

4/13/2011 3,500 Clemson Extension 

Anderson  

Independent Mail 

“Storm-drain marking” article featured in the 

Anderson Independent Mail.  
2/23/2011 5,000 Clemson Extension 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

Pickens County 

News 

“Work continues to clean lakes‟ feeder streams” 

explains how upstate volunteers are looking to 

identify pollution hot spots.  

11/16/2010 5,000 N/A 

Easley Progress 
“Forest Commission guidelines protect water 

quality” article featured in the Easley Progress.  
12/29/2010 4,000 N/A 

>>>> 

Excerpt from the 

Pickens Sentinel 



Azalea Festival Exhibit 

Public Education 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting  

Partner(s) 

EXHIBIT/POSTER 

Clemson Extension 

Presented poster at SC Water Resources Con-

ference on the online Watershed Stewardship 

Map, developed to encourage participation and 

support for grassroot watershed outreach.  

10/13/2010-

10/14/2010 
350 

Clemson Center for 

Watershed  

Excellence, CCIT 

Pickens County 

Get Fit Pickens County Day was held at the 

Pickens County YMCA to inform people on 

some healthy lifestyle options and clean water. 

PCSC kitchen sponges were distributed. 

3/3/2011 1,000 
Pickens County 

YMCA 

Clemson Extension 

“An evaluation of changes in water conserva-

tion habits of homeowners in the upstate of SC” 

poster presentation at the SC Water Resource 

Conference.  

10/13/2010-

10/14/2010 
300 N/A 

Clemson Extension 
PCSC stormwater exhibit at the Pickens Azalea 

Festival. 

4/15/2011-

4/16/2011 
10,000 N/A 

Clemson Extension 

Presented poster at SC Water Resources Con-

ference on Low Impact Development Atlas, cur-

rent inventory of projects and use of Atlas. 

10/13/2010-

10/14/2010 
350 

SC Sea Grant, NI-

WB NERRS, ACE 

Basin NERRS, 

Clemson Center for 

Watershed  

Excellence 



Public Education 

Public Education 
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EXHIBIT/POSTER 

DHEC 

Clemson Area Lawnmower Exchange was held 

at Tri-County Technical College for residents to 

trade in their gasoline-powered lawnmowers for 

a discount off the purchase of a new, energy-

efficient cordless electric lawnmower. Grasscy-

cling, recycling used motor oil, and PCSC rain 

gauges were distributed. 

4/16/2011 20 

Pickens County, 

Duke Energy, 

Anderson County, 

Clemson University 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

PRESENTATIONS 

Upstate Forever 

The first event of the Stormwater Solutions 

Speaker Series informed attendees on the use 

of native vegetation for site stabilization.  

9/29/2010 30 PCSC 

Clemson Extension 

A seasonal garden series discussing mulching, 

water harvesting, and other techniques for 

maintaining a garden in the summer.  

5/23/2010 9 N/A 

Duke Energy 
Enviroscape presentation to Pickens and 

Oconee County school children. 
10/1/2010 90 Clemson Extension 

Clemson Extension 
A demonstration on how to build a rain barrel 

was given at the Easley Farmers Market. 
8/28/2010 15 N/A 

Upstate Forever 

The second event of the Stormwater Solutions 

Speaker Series informed attendees about the 

impacts of construction on water quality. 

10/19/2010 18 PCSC 

Clemson Extension 

Presented on purpose, growth and updates of 

South Carolina‟s Carolina Yard & Neighbor-

hood Program.  

1/18/2011 84 
University of  

Florida 

Enviroscape 

Upstate Forever 

The third event of the Stormwater Solutions 

Speaker Series about designing an LID project 

for the Upstate. 

11/10/2010 27 PCSC 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

PRESENTATIONS 

Pickens County 

Beautification & 

Environmental 

Advisory  

Committee 

Traveling Trash Bash 2011 traveled to 3rd 

grade classes in all schools in Pickens County.  

2/15/2011-

3/2/2011 
1,250  

Clemson Extension, 

Pickens Co. Solid 

Waste Office 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

PRESENTATIONS 

Clemson Extension 
Water quality and stormwater presentations 

given at Pickens Elementary & Middle Schools. 

9/1/2010-

4/30/2011 
180 N/A 

SC DHEC Office of 

Solid Waste Re-

duction and Recy-

cling 

Green Driver presentation focusing on motor oil 

recycling and the impacts to waterways if mo-

tor oil is dumped into a storm drain for environ-

mental science class at Daniel High School. 

4/26/2011 24 
Pickens County 

Solid Waste Office 

Science Day at Pickens Elementary School 



Public Education 

Public Education 

Activity Year „10-11 Annual Report 

Pickens Countywide Stormwater Consortium 

17 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

PRESENTATIONS 

PCSC 

PCSC hosted a stormwater elected and ap-

pointed officials luncheon to discuss upcoming 

changes to stormwater permits.  

3/2/2011 33 Carolina Clear 

Elected and Appointed 

Officials Stormwater 

Luncheon Meeting  

Summary is found in 

Appendix B. 



Public Education  

Public Education 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

City of Easley 

Easley has installed 200 storm drain markers 

on neighborhood and city street storm drain 

inlets.  

Ongoing 

Began 11/2010 
200 N/A 

STORM DRAIN MARKING 

<<<< 

Excerpt from the 

Anderson Independent 

Mail 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

BROCHURE/OUTREACH MATERIALS 

City of Easley 
Easley distributed storm related handouts dur-

ing their fall fire prevention promotion. 
11/9/2010 720 N/A 

Clemson Extension 

Created educational tabletop displays for 

county and city administrative offices with ma-

terials to be distributed to public.  

4/4/2011-

4/11/2011 
450 

City of Easley, City 

of Liberty, City of 

Pickens, Pickens 

County 
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BROCHURE/OUTREACH MATERIALS 

>>>> 
Image capture of 

the consortium’s 

educational flyer 

with general lawn 

care tips. 
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>>>> 
Image capture of 

the consortium’s 

educational flyer 

and poster with 

general 

stormwater 

information and 

ways to reduce 

stormwater 

pollution.  

BROCHURE/OUTREACH MATERIALS 
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 BROCHURE/OUTREACH MATERIALS 

Rain Gauge Kitchen Sponge 

Rain Garden Sign 



Public Education 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

PROGRAMS 

Clemson Extension 4-H20 Pontoon Classroom 
6/14/2010-

6/20/2010 
12 N/A 
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PROGRAMS 

Clemson Extension Upstate Master Naturalist Program 
7/19/2010-

11/4/2010 
20 

SCPRT, SCDNR, SC 

Botanical Gardens 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

The South Carolina Master Naturalist Pro-

gram is a statewide corps of volunteers pro-

viding education, outreach, and service dedi-

cated to the beneficial management of natural 

resources and natural areas within their com-

munities. Interested South Carolinians become 

Master Naturalists through training and vol-

unteer service. 

Photos by Pat Hensley 
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PROGRAMS 

Clemson Extension Junior Naturalist Program 9/2010-3/2011 29 
SCPRT, SCDNR, SC 

Botanical Gardens 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

The Junior Naturalist Program is a se-

ries of several half day Saturday ses-

sions covering nature and the environ-

ment.  

Youth will gain hands on experience in 

each of the subject areas taught.  

Corresponds to science curriculums 

for grades 3-6  

Complete 5 of the 10 offered pro-

grams in 2 years and earn your status 

as a Junior Naturalist!  
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PROGRAMS 

Clemson Extension 

Educated Hope Garden Club students about 

water quality and conservation for a Green 

Steps protect water quality project.  Students 

painted rain barrels for the Hope Garden & 

learned about water habitats. 

9/1/2010-6/1/2011 120 SC DHEC 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

Photos by Susan 

Bridges-Smith 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UPS 

City of Pickens 
Clean up day for Pickens Town Creek Trail,  

Town Creek, and city streets. 
5/22/2010 28 N/A 

Public Involvement 

Activity Year „10-11 Annual Report 

Pickens Countywide Stormwater Consortium 

Photo of Clean Up Day in 

Pickens, May 2010 

The public involvement section of this document is organized by participation activities, with these sub-section titles:   

Community Clean-Ups Public Perception Survey PCSC Partner Meetings Workshops 



Photos of Clean Up Day 

at Town Creek, April 

2011, by Jason Evans 

Pickens Sentinel 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UPS 

Clemson Extension 

Pick Up Pickens! A river sweep was held at 

Town Creek Trail in coordination with the In-

ternational Beach/River Sweep.  

9/18/2010 60 N/A 

City of Pickens 
Clean up day for Pickens Playground of Prom-

ise, Town Creek Trail, and Town Creek.  
4/9/2011 16 N/A 

Public Involvement 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

WORKSHOPS 

Southeastern Region Urban Watersheds Workshop 

NC Cooperative 

Extension 

Southeastern region workshop was held to pro-

vide an overview about water quality in urban 

watersheds and rainwater harvesting systems.  

5/10/2010 19 

Clemson Extension, 

SC Botanical  

Garden, PCSC 
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WORKSHOPS 

Clemson  

Extension 

Rain garden workshop was held to show par-

ticipants how to design rain gardens and how 

rain gardens work.  

5/11/2010 16 

NC State Coopera-

tive Extension, 

PCSC 

Clemson  

Extension 
Project Wet training 6/7/2010 9 SC DNR 

Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

Clemson  

Extension 

The rain barrel workshop was held to learn 

about how rain barrels work and to show how 

to build your own rain barrel.  

7/26/2010 8 N/A 

Rain Garden Workshop 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting  

Partner(s) 

WORKSHOPS 

IECA Southeast 

Chapter 

IECA Southeast Chapter held a erosion and 

sediment control training and field day to edu-

cate the audience on the products available to 

supplement or replace traditional erosion pre-

vention and sediment control BMPs.  

10/7/2010 210 

Upstate Forever, 

Anderson County 

Environ. Services, 

Carolina Clear, 

Clemson Univ. Ag & 

Bio Eng. Dept., 

Greenville County 

Land Development, 

PCSC, SC Depart-

ment of Transporta-

tion, Spartanburg 

County Public 

Works 



Findings from the survey are published in a report,  

Environmental Attitudes, Knowledge and Behaviors of Surveyed Residents of 

Pickens County 

See Appendix A for Executive Summary 

Public Involvement 
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

Clemson Extension 

A survey was conducted to find out environ-

mental attitudes, knowledge and behaviors of 

residents of Pickens County. 

10/2010-12/2010 85 N/A 

PUBLIC PERCEPTION SURVEY 



Example of an 

SMS4 Stormwater 

Education Display  

Public Involvement  
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Lead Provider Activity Date 
Number of  

Impacts 

Supporting 

Partner(s) 

PCSC PARTNER MEETINGS 

PCSC 
Consortium member and educational partners 

meeting 
11/19/2010 6 N/A 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 

world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.” 

-Margaret Mead  

PCSC 
Consortium member and educational partners 

meeting 
7/19/2010 8 N/A 



The PCSC remains committed to helping the citizens of 

Pickens County understand stormwater issues as well as 

how to protect the quality of their water by preventing 

stormwater pollution.  The emphasis of efforts this past Ac-

tivity Year, May 1, 2010 to April 30, 2011, was to continue 

and build on collaboration of stormwater education in the 

county.  The primary audiences reached included the gen-

eral public, professionals involved in land use and develop-

ment, homeowners, youth, and the business community. 

Stormwater education efforts focused on general stormwa-

ter awareness with emphasis on fecal coliform bacteria 

from pet waste, nutrients from landscape practices, and 

sediment from erosion on construction sites and from dif-

fuse sources.  Efforts also take into account other pollutants 

moving through the Pickens County watersheds due to 

stormwater runoff. 

As we enter into the next activity year, the PCSC will con-

tinue to strengthen its partnerships and education plan to 

reach its strategic goal. Working together to educate, the 

PCSC helps citizens learn about and gain an appreciation of 

water resources which results in increased involvement in 

water resource protection and stewardship within the water-

sheds of Pickens County. 
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