
BECOMING A NSF 
PROGRAM OFFICER

Clemson Office of Research Development
Speaker Series

2-7-18



Overview

■ A Brief Introduction to NSF

■ My Journey

■ Why you might want to serve?



Introduction to NSF

■ Founded in 1950

■ FY17 budget $7.5 billion

■ ~2100 employees

■ ~200 rotators
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My Journey

■ Applied fall 2005

■ Interviewed fall 2005

■ Started July 2006

■ Served one year



Merging Divisions and Priorities

Engineering Education and
Centers

Office of Industrial
Innovation

Electrical and
Communications Systems

Chemical and 
Transport Systems

Bioengineering and 
Environmental Systems Chemical, 

Bioengineering, Environmental,
and Transport Systems (CBET)

Civil, Mechanical, and 
Manufacturing Innovation (CMMI)

Fiscal Year 2006 Fiscal Year 2007  

Electrical, Communications 
and Cyber Systems (ECCS)
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Engineering 
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Process for becoming a program officer

■ Career Opportunities
– https://www.nsf.gov/publications/vacancy.jsp?org=CBET&nsf_org=CBET

■ Dear Colleague Letter

■ Typical academic job interview
– Presentation
– Interviews

■ Search Committee

https://www.nsf.gov/publications/vacancy.jsp?org=CBET&nsf_org=CBET


Dear Colleague Letter



Dear Colleague Letter



Intergovernmental Personnel Act (IPA)



Advantages

■ National and international profile

■ Increases network of colleagues

■ Broader view of the research community

■ Opportunities for future employment



Disadvantages

■ Moratorium time for submitting proposals

■ One and a half jobs, at least

■ Less funding



Questions?


